Necrology


64
Maurice Brooks Gatlin, Sr., Ramparts, William Turner, 1/68, p. 47, col. 3, [See Garrison File]
1/8/64
Long Beach, CA - Erroll Greenleaf, found guilty; to be sentenced 2/4.  Creighton Wiggins pleaded no contest; three years probation.  AP, 6:20 p.m. PST

2/21/64
Wade will produce witnesses who will testify that Ruby and Oswald were acquainted."  National Guardian, Dorothy Kilgallen, [2/27/64]

2/23/64
A local desperado named Garner was picked up by the police after the Reynolds shooting but was cleared.  His girl, Betty [Mooney] McDonald, took a lie detector test that helped spring Garner.  Two weeks ago she was arrested for engaging in a public brawl with her roommate.  Last week she hanged herself in her cell.  She had worked as a stripper at a place called the Carousel.  New York Journal-American, Bob Considine

2/24/64
Tippit shooting "A man who knows he is wanted by the authorities after a spectacular crime does not seek out a policeman
 …"  National Guardian, Dorothy Kilgallen, [3/7/64].

4/14/64
Warren interview of Ruby.  ("… Officials of the Warren Commission expressed distress that a Kilgallen column had contained testimony made before the Commission by [Ruby].  …  Miss Kilgallen wrote that she had obtained the testimony from 'sources close to the Warren Commission in Washington.'"  New York Times, [11/9/65]

4/23/64
Long Beach, CA - A veteran reporter for the Long Beach Independent was accidentally shot and killed early today by a police detective described as one of his best friends:

Police said William B. Hunter, 32, died instantly, shot through the heart by a 32 caliber slug as he sat at his desk in the press room of the Long Beach police station.

Officers said the bullet came from the revolver of robbery detail detective Creighton Wiggins, Jr., son of the Long Beach police inspector.

They described Wiggins and Hunter as "best friends."

… Hunter ... recently won a California Newspaper Publishers Association special award for Three Days in Dallas, [12/1/63] his eyewitness coverage of the events immediately following the 11/22 assassination of President ... Kennedy.

Hunter, a native of Dallas, returned to his native city to cover the trial of Jack Ruby …  AP, 6:42 a.m. PST

5/8/64
Ramsey, Jack Eugene, age 23, ex-Marine, found hanged in room in Holiday Lodge Motel, [Dallas]  Penn Jones says if there was a man shooting from manhole at street level he would have needed the collaboration [Wittingly or unwillingly] of a sewer and water department employee.  Jones speculates that "this unfortunate water department employee might have been Jack Eugene Ramsey," but does not say if Ramsey was employed by the water department 11/22/63, or if he worked in a department which would have made collaboration useful. Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, 1/20/72

5/22/64
deLesseps Morrison, AP, The World in 1964, p. 100 [See Garrison File]
5/22/64
Hugh Ward, AP, The World in 1964, p. 100 [See Garrison File]
6/64
Guy Banister, Oakland Tribune, Haynes Johnson, 2/26/67, [See Garrison File]
8/19-21/64
"Miss Kilgallen has reported on the assassination inquiry with a most unusual zeal."  National Guardian
9/24/64
[9/21/64] The mysterious death of James F. Koethe was tentatively listed in police files Thursday as a case of murder.  …  A new aura of mystery was added to the case Wednesday when a medical report ... indicated the 30-year-old newsman may have died of strangulation.  Captain Fritz, however, has his doubts.  "He could have been killed by a karate blow to the neck or have fallen and struck his neck on a table or a bedstead …"  Capt. Fritz. said.  The medical report said internal bleeding was found in the … neck muscles and a small bone in the throat had been broken.  Dallas Times-Herald
9/26/64
Woman witness to Tippit shooting warned by police not to talk; Mauser-Carcano, Seymour Weitzman; William Whaley.  San Francisco News Call Bulletin, Dorothy Kilgallen
9/27/64
Ruby lied to Warren when he said he had asked to testify at trial but was prevented from doing so by Melvin Belli; suggests collusion between police and Ruby, enabling him to enter basement of police department building; Bill DeMarr cannot be located.  New York Journal-American.
9/30/64
Criticism of Warren Report, "the whole thing smells a bit fishy ..."  National Guardian, Dorothy Kilgallen,  [10/10/64].
9/30/64
Dallas - Larry Earl Reno, 23-year-old ex-convict, was charged with murder today in the death of ... Jim Koethe … interview of C. A. Droby by Jean Campbell, quoted by Joachim Joesten in The Gaps in the Warren Report, p. 206: "... Droby told me that as Ruby's attorney he had rushed around to Ruby's apartment soon after the shooting with Jim Koethe …”

10/64
Two acquaintances of ours went to Dallas and investigated the Considine report.  They tell us that

1) they could find no death certificate for a Betty Mooney MacDonald;

2) they found a death certificate for a Nancy Jane Mooney, who hanged herself in jail;

3) she was a carhop, not a Jack Ruby stripper; her father says she never worked for Jack Ruby;

4) two witnesses observed a man running from the scene who did not look like Garner and

5) Reynolds himself said that the assailant was not Garner. Minority of One, Letter to the Editor from Harold Feldman and Vincent J. Salandria, p. 22

See Lane, Rush to Judgment, p. 278

See CE 2589, Hearings XXV, p.  870 [FBI reports on Garner and Nancy Jane Mooney]

Both references above generally support Considine story and include additional details.

See Necrology, 3/26/70, death of Garner.

12/64
Jim Koethe ... was the first person to enter Jack Ruby's apartment after the murder of Oswald.  Newsletter, Citizens' Committee of Inquiry, 12/64
3/30/65
Dallas, [3/28] - Tom Howard, the first lawyer to represent Jack Ruby in the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald, died Saturday night [3/27], 30 minutes after having been admitted to Methodist Hospital suffering from a massive coronary infection.  He was 48 years old.

Mr. Howard had been ill for several days but continued his law practice.  New York Times

7/4/65
In 11/[?]/63, Lisa Howard acted as liaison to set up meeting between William Atwood [see his book, The Reds and the Blacks] and Castro's aide-de-camp, Major Rene Vallejo, following indication that Castro wanted closer ties with the U.S. Atwood was to have seen JFK on his return from Dallas trip.  A day [?] after the assassination Castro announced he was ready to talk, but this was put off by McGeorge Bundy.

Lisa Howard died 7/4/65, empty bottle of sleeping pills found near body.

See Neo-Fascism and the Kennedy Assassins, Clark Blaise in Canadian Dimension, 11/67.

See Garrison interview Eric Norden, Playboy, 10/67, p. 156-7.

See The Realist, 4/68, Craig Karpel

11/8/65
New York - Broadway columnist and television personality Dorothy Kilgallen, 52, died early today, apparently of a heart attack.  [New York Times, 11/15/65, Dorothy Kilgallen … died … from the reaction of a combination of alcohol and barbiturates, the Medical Examiner's office said yesterday.]

... Miss Kilgallen was working on a book.  Her father said she had spent most of her vacation in Europe on the book, which he said was to have been "based on her experiences" San Francisco Examiner
See also 10/22/68, Weisberg

Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. [tape No. 83-84, section c] says notes of both Dorothy Kilgallen and Damon Runyan, Jr. never have been found.

12/8/65
Dallas - The taxi driver who picked up Lee Harvey Oswald shortly after Oswald killed President John F. Kennedy died today in the crash of his cab and another automobile.

The victim was William Wayne Whaley, 60, of Lewisville, a Dallas suburb, ... Whaley began driving for City Transportation Co. in 1936 and had never been charged with a collision.  AP, 342 pcs

1/9/66
Dallas - Mrs. Earline Roberts ... Who ran the rooming house at 1026 North Beckley where Oswald lived as O. H. Lee ... was apparently seized by a heart attack at her home, 212 W. Woodin.  She was rushed to Parkland Hospital where she died at 5:15 a.m.  AP, 718 pcs

[See card on A. C. Johnson, filed Threats, 11/15/64.]

From CE 2781, Hearings XXVI, p.  165, FBI report on Mrs. Roberts: "Mrs. Roberts advised after Oswald had entered his room at about 1 p.m. on 11/22/63, she looked out the front window and saw Police Car No. 207 with two uniformed policemen in the car which slowed up and stopped in front of the residence … and one of the officers blew the horn on the car and then-drove slowly on Beckley toward Zangs-Boulevard.”

8/9/66
Lee Bowers, Forgive My Grief II, Penn Jones, p. 25

10/23/66
Epoca, [Milano] Come'e stato ucciso Kennedy?

Photographs include one of Hank Killam and one of each of Tom Howard, Bill Hunter and Jim Koethe.

11/66
Ramparts' list of ‘mysterious deaths”;

Jim Koethe
karate chop

Bill Hunter
shot dead

Tom Howard
heart attack

Earlene Roberts
heart attack

Nancy Jane Mooney
hanged

Hank Killam
throat slit

William Whaley
head-on collision

Dorothy Kilgallen?


Lee Bowers
automobile accident  Ramparts, p. 40 ff.

11/9/66
James R. Worrell, Forgive My Grief II, Penn Jones, p. 27

6/67
Gary Underhill, Ramparts, William Turner

6/1/67
Karen Kupicinet
11/24[?]/63

Rose Cherami
9/4/65

Gary Underhill
5/8/64

“Underhill stated that the CIA had Kennedy killed.  He further said that the most active group in the assassination was the far eastern branch of the CIA who was unhappy with Kennedy's looking into their activities in the Far East." Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones

6/15/67
Earlene Roberts

Jack Ruby

David Ferrie

Captain Frank Martin, Dallas Police – 1965

Lee Bowers
8/9/66

Marilyn Magyar [Marilyn Moon or Delilah Valle]

James Worrell 
11/9/66

6/15/67
"[Ferrie] died within twenty-four hours after this writer got a tip that two Dallas policemen had gone to New Orleans to interview [him]."  Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, Jr.

6/29/67
Albert Guy Bogard
2/14/66

7/23/67
Desmond Fitzgerald dies of "apparent heart attack" while playing tennis at Virginia home.

Joined the CIA in 1951 and after service in the Philippines and Japan became director of Latin American operations in 1961.  "A year ago, he succeeded Richard Helms who became the CIA's top man.  Under Helms, he was in charge of the operational side of the agency's work, including its clandestine activities." [New York Times says Esquire article, 4/66, identifies him as the man in charge of espionage activities abroad.  Agency spokesman declines comment on this.]

Enlisted as private in the infantry during World War II and rose to the rank of major, serving mainly in the China-Burma-India theater.  Was operations officer, G-2 Security, in Chinese combat command in Nanking.

Was former husband of Mrs. Marietta Tree; divorced in 1947

Mrs. Tree, a good friend of Adlai Stevenson, was with him when he suddenly collapsed and died on London street, 7/14/65.  Cause of death said to be heart attack.  [AP, The World in 1965, p. 131.]  At the time Stevenson was U.S. ambassador to the UN; AP says there were "murmurs that Stevenson did not see eye-to-eye with the Johnson administration on foreign policy, particularly on Viet Nam."  Publicly, however, he supported the administration.

Time magazine., 8/28/72, Book review of Fire in the Lake, Frances Fitzgerald, described as the daughter of Desmond Fitzgerald and Marietta Tree

10/20/67
Her list of those who have died, in terms of what not to do.  Example; "Don't aim a pistol behind your left ear with your right hand.  [R.I.P. J. Garrett Underhill.]"  la Free Press, Ann Benson

11/67
Benavides, Eddy
shot
2/67

Bowers, Lee, Jr.
auto accident
8/9/66

Chesher, Bill
heart attack
3/64

Ferrie, David
apparent suicide
2/22/67

Goldstein
natural causes
65

Howard, Tom
heart attack
3/27/65

Hunter, Bill
gunshot wound
4/23/64

Kiilam, Hank
throat cut
3/64

Koethe, Jim
karate chop to neck
9/21/64

Levens [FNU]
natural causes
11/5/66

MacDonald, Betty M.
suicide
2/64

Norton, Teresa
shot
8/64

[Reynolds, Warren]
shot, recovered
1/64

Roberts, Earlene
heart attack
1/9/66

Russell, Harold
killed by policeman in bar brawl
2/67

Walle, Marilyn [delalah]
shot by husband after 1 month of marriage
9/1/66
Whaley, William
auto accident
12/65

Worrell, Jr., James
auto accident
11/5/66

Dave Lane & Alfred McClain, not included in tally by Mrs. Meagher because of lack of detail.  Both mentioned by Ruby when interviewed by Earl Warren.  According to Ruby, Lane and McLain were each "killed in a taxicab," McClain in New York. Warren gave the first name of each, when Ruby apparently could not remember them.

Accessories After the Fact, Sylvia Meagher

11/14/67
Ferrie

Question: Do you still feel that David Ferrie possibly did not die of natural causes and if so, why? ...

Answer by Garrison: ... The way that Dave Ferrie appears to have killed himself appears to be an overdose of proloid, which is nothing but an old-fashioned thyroid pill.  If you're hypo-thyroid and you have low thyroid, a thyroid deficiency, then taking proloid doesn't hurt you at all.  It beefs up your metabolism.  On the other hand, Ferrie had a serious high blood pressure problem and, if you have high blood pressure of a serious nature, and you take an overdose of proloid, it's predictable that you will have a brain aneurism - which is what Ferrie had.  It leaves no evidence for the coroner to find in the usual examination except a high iodine content in the blood.  No check was made of the blood content for iodine and a nearly empty bottle of proloid was found among the bottles of this man with extremely high blood pressure.  This is a layman's opinion, I've talked to pathologists about it, but we don't have a medical conclusion yet.  But this does appear to be the likely way in which he committed suicide. Jim Garrison, speech at Los Angeles

1/9/68
Turner and Spann in discussion of "all these so-called mysterious deaths";

Spann
Some of them have been written off as very common heart attacks, and yet I found out the other day a heart attack can be simulated.

Turner
I hate to drag the CIA in at all times but in intelligence work, to get rid of somebody they call it "executive action," and the CIA as well as I'm sure opposition intelligence agencies have what are called heart attack pills.  They slip it in your drink and 24 hours later you have a heart attack.  A number that -

Spann
Now how do you know that?  The CIA has a heart attack pill?

Turner
I know this by persons who have been in the CIA that have approached me roundaboutly and I've gotten in contact with them.  I've gotten it from so many sources I believe it.  William Turner, interviewed by Owen Spann, KGO
2/2-3/68
Rose Cherami [Rosell Renne Cherame]

See Capital Times [Madison, WI] Garrison, 2/2-3/68

4/4/68
Hiram Ingram: Death came last week to Dallas County Deputy Sheriff Hiram Ingram, 53.  While at home, he fell and broke his hip.  He was taken to a hospital there he died of cancer three days later.  Ingram was a special friend of former Deputy Roger Craig.  Midlothian Mirror
4/16/68
Damon Runyon, Jr.

Falls to death from overpass, Rock Creek Park, WA, 4/14/68; press card tied around neck; dead on arrival at Georgetown Hospital, 15 minutes after the fall.

… "He said he had become the [Kennedy] 'assassination expert' of the National Enquirer …"  San Francisco Chronicle

4/18/68
"The CIA does have killer units ... Marguerite Higgins and Gary Underhill were two who knew the CIA story, and both have paid with their lives." Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, Jr.

5/1/68
Arthur A. Mandella – 4/28/68, brain hemorrhage.

In testimony before Warren Commission confirmed FBI finding that palm print on rifle was Oswald's.  New York Times

5/25/68
Dr. Nicholas J. Chetta, Orleans Parish coroner - See Garrison file 5/25/68.

Dr. Nicholas J. Chetta is No. 43 on Jones’ list.  Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, 6/20/68

6/6/68
Robert F. Kennedy. Wins California primary 6/4.  Had implied he would withdraw from race if he did not win in California.  After victory speech [Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles] is shot in head approximately 12:15 a.m. PDT 6/5.  Dies without regaining consciousness, 6/6, 1:44 a.m. PDT.

See RFK assassination, unclipped papers.

Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, 6/20/68, lists RFK as No. 44.

6/14/68
Who pulled the trigger that killed Robert Kennedy is only a detail.  What's important is who wanted him dead, and why.

The same holds true for John Kennedy, Malcolm X, Medgar Evers, Martin Luther King and scores of others less famous.

We are having a civil war.  Two forces are contending for domination - those who want to preserve the present social and economic system, and those who want to change it.  The two Kennedys, Malcolm, Evers, King and the others were on the side of changing the system.  LA Free Press, Robert Gover

10/22/68
Kilgallen

There is no such thing as a writer without notes, and she had the only private interview with Ruby; she certainly had some kind of notes and they didn't show up. Harold Weisberg, interview by Robin King, KNEW, tape No. 81, between 1140 and 1390 feet

10/31/68
Joseph Lewis, died 9/[? no firm date]/68, following two days of high fever attributed to virus infection; cause of death officially still undetermined at time this note was made.

Lewis, 37 - former AP, LA Times and Time magazine reporter - had recently been commissioned by McGraw Hill to collaborate with chief detective of LA police department on book about RFK assassination.

11/11/68
Gerald Mohr, 54, died 11/10/68, Stockholm; cause of death not given.  Bill Turner says Mohr told him prior to leaving for Europe that when he returned he was "really going to get to work" on the assassination, presumably that of RFK.  Had been just in front of RFK at Ambassador Hotel when he was shot.

11/22/68
District Judge A. D. Jim Bowie - chief assistant prosecutor at Ruby trial: 1/68, cancer.

Judge Joe B. Brown: 2/68, heart attack. [2/20]

District Judge J. Frank Wilson - took over for Judge Brown when latter was ill "and completed the Ruby trial jury": 9/68, heart attack. San Francisco Examiner [UPI]

1/29/69
Allen Dulles

Allen Dulles dies in Georgetown University Hospital, Washington, DC.  Had been ill a few weeks.  Doctors attribute death to influenza complicated by pneumonia.

See CIA, 1/30/69 ff.

3/2/69
Penn Jones, on Jim Eason program [tape No.76] says deaths on his list have risen to 57, but believes the number may be as high as 200.

3/27/69
Mrs. Mary Bledsoe, 72, died 3/27/69, in Dallas.

Death noted but not counted by Penn Jones - Midlothian Mirror, 4/8/69.

Midlothian Mirror, 4/10/69: Mrs. Mary Bledsoe's death was reported in The Mirror last week.  Since then we have learned that she said her son was acquainted with David Ferrie.  Oswald was a member of Captain David Ferrie's Civil Air Patrol unit in New Orleans.  Just another amazing coincidence that Oswald lived with Mrs. Bledsoe for one week and that she said she recognized Oswald on the city bus.

Coincidence ?  Bunk, pure unadulterated bunk.

3/30/69
Fensterwald says notes of both Dorothy Kilgallen and Damon Runyan, Jr. never have been found.  Bernard Fensterwald, interviewed by Jim Eason: Tape 83-84, section c

3/31/69
Judge W Preston Battle, who presided over the trial of James Earl Ray, is found dead; apparent heart attack.

Penn Jones, Midlothian Mirror 4/3: "The Judge had to know of the dirty deals which were made in order to assure that there would be no true trial for [Ray]."  New York Times[4/1/69]

4/12/69
Kathy Fulmer, 33 [Oakland Tribune gives her age as 23.  Paper, dated 4/11, says she died "Monday," which would make the date 4/7], commits suicide - according to police statement 4/11, "overnight" [4/10-11] - by taking overdose of sleeping pills, East Los Angeles.  Story says she was "once believed to be the mysterious woman in the polka dot dress in the [RFK] assassination case."

Penn Jones, Midlothian Mirror 4/17/69: "We think the real girl in the polka dot dress died before Senator Kennedy died.  Kathy Fulmer, however, may have seen something important in that hotel kitchen.  Certainly there had to be at least two other persons involved in the killing who escape from the room after their task had been accomplished."  San Francisco Chronicle

4/15/69
John M. Crawford, 46, died 4/15/69 under mysterious circumstances in plane crash near Huntsville, TX.  For details see Midlothian Mirror.  Five others also killed.

Penn Jones says Crawford was a close friend of Jack Ruby, who carried Crawford's name and phone number in his pocket at all times. Midlothian Mirror [4/24/69

4/29/69
"S. M. Holland, in his sixties, died in Irving on 4/29/69.  Mr. Holland was an unshakable witness who insisted that shots came from in front of President Kennedy."  Midlothian Mirror [6/5/69]

3/26/70
Darrell Wayne Garner

"Garner, 30, is now dead [no date givens of an alleged overdose of heroin.  Death came in Metairie, Louisiana near New Orleans.  He was buried in Dallas 1/24/70."

Jones lists Garner as No. 69, and says "Garner repeatedly told Jim Garrison that Will Fritz in Dallas had threatened Garner's life."  Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones

See Necrology, 2/23/64.

5/11/70
Walter P. Reuther dies in plane crash 5/9/70; also killed, wife and four others.  Faulty altimeter; investigators find "some incorrect parts had been installed [in the altimeter], some parts were missing and one part was installed upside down." New York Times
"... the death of Walter Reuther in a plane crash.  Reuther, the president of the United Auto Workers, was the highest-ranking figure in American labor to oppose the Cambodian adventure, and he was a potential rallying point for the forces of labor unwilling to follow George Meany's blind endorsement of the Nixon policies."  [Commentary by Steve Murdock, KPFA, 5/28/70]

See Necrology 9/13/75.

8/1/70
Lomax killed 7/30/70 in auto accident on Interstate 40, 26 miles east of Santa Rosa, NM; state police say car overturned after Lomax lost control while trying; to pass another car. Oakland Tribune
See Penn Jones in Midlothian Mirror, 8/13/70.

See CIA file, 1/69.
8/13/70
Eddie Raymond "Buddy" Walthers - Jones says Walthers died as result of gun shot wounds while wrestling with an escaped convict.  No date given.

[For Garrison, 12/14/67]
8/29/70
James Eric [Bill] Decker, sheriff of Dallas County for past 22 years, dies in Baylor Hospital, Dallas; cause of death not given.  Would have been 72 years old 8/31/70.

See Penn Jones, Midlothian Mirror 9/3/70.
8/30/70
Abraham Zapruder dies at Presbyterian Hospital, Dallas, of cancer; age, 66.  San Francisco Chronicle [8/31]  New York Times [9/1/]

2/9/71
From Irv Kupcinet column: Ruby's brother, Earl Rubinstein, died of cancer "last November."  Death presumably occurred in Chicago, since family retained Mel Belli to file $1 million malpractice suit against a Chicago hospital.  San Francisco Examiner
4/8/71
Clayton Fowler, Jack Ruby's chief defense attorney died in Dallas 3/22. His age was 49. Midlothian Mirror
6/1/72
Orville Nix, Eugene Locke, [Dates of death not given] Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones

9/12/72
Portland [ME] – [UPI] - American Independent Party presidential candidate John Schmitz will reveal Thursday [9/14] the name of the "mysterious ... boss type" he claims directed Arthur Bremer's attempt to assassinate Alabama Gov. George Wallace.  … "He had a mysterious, ah, what would you call it ... boss type who, interestingly enough, died in a mysterious death between George Wallace's assassination attempt [5/15/72] and now," Schmitz said.  San Francisco Examiner

Note: No mention of name of “boss type” in news stories on press conference, 9/14]

11/22/73
Martin Waldron ["Critics Still Doubt Slayer Was Alone"]:  … Thus far [Penn Jones] has compiled a list of 72 suspicious deaths and says there may be more than 100 …  New York Times
9/75
Roger Craig, gunshot wound, 5/15/75; suicide note found.

"Craig's death follows by six months the latest attempt on his life.  Craig said a stranger appeared at a Waxahachie, TX, home and shot Craig as he answered a knock at the door. ...”

Tattler says that in an unpublished book manuscript Craig wrote of [Tattler] "his personal hardships and attempts and threats against his life …"  Tattler
















