Map


11/25/63
Dallas - The Dallas Morning News said in a copyrighted story today that officers who searched Lee Harvey Oswald's room found a map on which a line marked the path of the bullet which killed President Kennedy.  AP, 12:09 a.m. CST

First Add: The News said it learned about the map from a reliable source.  The newspaper quoted the source as saying:

"This was a map of the city of Dallas … Oswald had placed marks at major intersections along the motorcade route - three or four as I recall.  There was also a line from the Texas School Book Depository building to Elm Street.  This was the trajectory of the bullets which struck the President and Governor Connally."

This map apparently was the "major evidence" which police chief Jesse Curry reported officers had uncovered.

Curry declined at that time to reveal the evidence, but said it definitely linked Oswald to the assassination of Kennedy.

Officers theorized, the News said, that Oswald, who was himself killed Sunday, marked the other intersections while considering spots from which a sniper could get a good shot at the Kennedy motorcade.  He knew it would move even slower than usual at these intersections.  AP, 12:43

11/25/63
Dallas - Assistant District Attorney James Bowie early today said he knew nothing about such a map.  Neither police chief Curry or homicide chief Will Fritz could be reached.

In Washington, the FBI and the Secret Service had no comment.  AP, 1:43 a.m. CST

11/25/63
Dallas - Wade spoke to newsmen last night [nine hours after Oswald shot].

... Not long after Wade finished describing what he said was all the evidence against Oswald, the Dallas Morning News said ... that officers had found a map in Oswald's room which marked the path of the bullets which killed Kennedy and wounded Governor John Connally Friday afternoon.  Wade had made no mention of this.

… Police officers available said they knew nothing of any map.  AP, 3:08 a.m. CST, Peggy Simpson

11/25/63
Dallas - District Attorney Henry Wade confirmed today that a Dallas city map with X-marks and a line drawn on it which corresponds to the path of the bullet that killed President John F. Kennedy was found in Lee Harvey Oswald's room  … Wade said the map has X's at various downtown intersections.  At the intersection of Houston and Elm Streets a line traces the trajectory similar to that of the gunfire which took the President's life.  AP, 11:51 am CST

11/25/63
Dallas - District Attorney Henry Wade confirmed that a map, with the site of the assassination clearly plotted, was found in Oswald's Dallas apartment.

... The map which police say they found ... had X-marks at various downtown intersections, and a line drawn at the intersection of Houston and Elm Streets tracing the trajectory of the bullet that killed the President.  AP, 4:50 p.m. CST, Jules Loh

12/19/63
On the day of [Oswald's] arrest police removed all of his belongings from his room, telling the landlady that Oswald "would not return."  [No attribution.]  Lane brief, National Guardian
1/2/64
[Concludes with a detailed sequence of the very involved and contradictory handling of the map by the Dallas police and DA's office, ending:]

... Where, then, was the map between Friday afternoon, when Mrs. Roberts saw the police remove it from Oswald's room, and the dramatic moment on Saturday when the police discovered that the map was marked with crosses and a line showing the trajectory of the bullets that killed the President?

I do not mean to insinuate that anyone tampered with the document, but this is surely the sort of question that would have been pursued relentlessly by any halfway competent defense attorney …  The Reporter, Leo Sauvage, Oswald in Dallas: A Few Loose Ends. pp. 24-26

1/3/64
Wade did not mention map at New York press conference on 11/24, and it was not mentioned until the next day three days after arrest.  If they had it, why was it not released to the press?  Washington Post, [11/27] Dallas officials yesterday denied that such a map exists.  Lane interview

3/64
According to the Friday evening edition of the Dallas Morning News, "FBI and Secret Service men grabbed up his [Oswald's] few belongings before the press arrived, but Mrs. Roberts the housekeeper said one thing she noticed was a map of Dallas.

Where was the map kept overnight?  An interesting point, certainly, to be brought out by future official investigators.  Meanwhile, we have Chief Curry's Saturday evening statement, from which we can conclude [in spite of the Dallas Morning News which mentions only "FBI and Secret Service men"] that the map was kept at Dallas Police Headquarters.

Now, if the map was already marked when it was taken out of Oswald's room on Friday, why should this particular piece of news have been treated so uniquely as to have been kept secret until Saturday?
 In the second place, the possibility that someone got hold of the map between Friday evening and Saturday morning, shocking though it is, cannot be discounted when we consider the state of Dallas Police Headquarters on Friday and Saturday.  Commentary, Leo Sauvage







