Fingerprints


11/22/63
Dallas - When asked if there were fingerprints on the gun he [Henry Wade] said he did not care to go into that at the present time.  AP, 11:57 p.m. CST

11/23/63
Dallas - Police said the rifle which fired the fatal bullet contained no fingerprints.  News CB, UPI and AP
11/23/63
Dallas - The foreign-made rifle believed used in the assassination of President Kennedy had no fingerprints on it, police reported last night.

The weapon,- a German army .765 Mauser -- was turned over to the FBI and was being sent to Washington for exhaustive investigation and analysis.

It was found on a fifth floor stairwell of the Texas Schoolbook Depository about 100 yards from where Mr. Kennedy was shot to death.  Three empty shells were found nearby.  Chronicle, UPI and AP
11/23/63
Query to Dallas from Columbus via Kansas City: Mbr asks if police know where chicken found in sniper's perch came from.  Asks if linked to Oswald [i.e. did his housekeeper prepare for him].  AP, 7:18 p.m. CST

Message to Columbus from Dallas: Re chicken: Police captain says it has been determined that Oswald did not eat the chicken.  It had been brought to the building by another employee who is not in any way connected with the slaying.  AP 9:40 pm CST

11/24/63
Dallas, [11/23] - The police also found three shells and an unspent bullet, a soft-drink bottle, an empty cigarette package, a piece of partly-eaten fried chicken, and a sack with chicken bones.

Chief Curry said a palm print on a cardboard box at the window checked with prints of Oswald's palm taken later at police headquarters.  New York Times, Donald Janson

11/24/63
Dallas - Police referred all such inquiries for release of evidence to Wade.

Asked if he would make the complete evidence public, Wade said:

"No.  We had plenty of evidence to convict Oswald. Fingerprints and everything. ... "  AP, 6:07 p.m. CST

11/25/63
New York -

Wade:
"Let's see ... his fingerprints were found on the gun, have I said that?"

Reporter:
"Which gun?"

Wade:
"On the rifle."

Reporter:
"You didn't say that."

Reporter:
"What about the paraffin tests?"

Wade:
"Yes, I've got paraffin tests that showed he had recently fired a gun - it was on both hands."

Reporter:
"On both hands?"

Wade:
"Both hands."

Reporter:
"Recently fired a rifle."

Reporter:
"A gun."

Wade:
"A gun."

Reporter:
"The rifle fingerprints were his, were Oswald's?"

Wade: 
Yes."

Reporter:
"Were there any fingerprints ..."

Wade:
"Palm prints rather than fingerprints."

Reporter:
"Were there any fingerprints at the window?"

Reporter:
"Palm prints on the what?"

Wade:
"Yes, on ... "

Reporter:
"On the rifle?"

Wade:
"Yes air."

Reporter:
"Where are they on the rifle?"

Wade:
"Under -- on part of the metal -- under the gun."  AP report of press conference by Henry Wade, [11/24]

11/25/63
Dallas, [11/24] - The evidence, produced by the FBI, the local police and the Secret Service, included finger and palm prints ...

... FBI identification experts developed a latent fingerprint and a palm print from a brown paper bag found near the window of the school book warehouse.  The bag was apparently part of a chicken lunch the assassin ate in the building.  The fingerprint matched Oswald's left index finger.  "The palm print was identical with the right palm print of Oswald," said Mr. Shanklin [Gordon Shanklin, FBI agent in charge at Dallas].  New York Times, Fred Powledge

See query, 11/23/63. AP, 7:18 p.m. CST, from Columbus.

11/25/63
Dallas - One further piece of evidence in addition to the map was reported today, however.  District Attorney Wade said Oswald's fingerprints were on the $12 mail-order rifle which fired the fatal bullet.

Previously Wade had reported Oswald's palm print was on the rifle, and also on a box found near the sixth-floor window where the killer sat.  AP, 4:50 p.m. CST, Jules Loh

11/26/63
Dallas, [11/25] - Mr. Wade said that the Dallas police had obtained a palm print from the rifle that matched Oswald's hand.

Previously Mr. Wade and Gordon Shanklin, FBI agent in charge here, had revealed other evidence against Oswald.  This evidence included other palm and fingerprints ...  New York Times, Fred Powledge

12/4/63
Dallas, [12/3] - Further evidence - which also tends to discount the notion of another assassin - shows that all three bullets came from the same rifle.  This was the 6.5mm Mannlicher-Carcano that Oswald ordered last spring from a mail-order store and that bore his finger and palm prints after the assassination.  New York Times

12/6/63
… The murder weapon, although subsequently manhandled for the benefit of TV, still showed Oswald's palm print …  Life, End to Nagging Rumors, Paul Mandel

12/19/63
No prints of the defendant were found on the floors, walls, window ledge, window frame or window.  Only a movable cardboard carton, subsequently present at the police station while the defendant was also there, is now alleged to have his print.  An over-zealous investigatory staff might arrange to secure such a print after the fact.  Lane brief, National Guardian
1/2/64
... On Wednesday, 11/27, I spoke about the chicken bones to James Bowie, first assistant Dallas District Attorney.  He said he was surprised that the question should interest me and dismissed it with a wave of the hand: "Oh, that chicken.  It was old.  Oswald didn't eat it.  The bones weren't fresh.  Someone had it the day before ..."

"Have you found the person who went to eat a chicken the day before the President was killed near the window from which the shots were fired?"

"I don't know.  I don't believe so."

"Did the police look for him?

"I think so ..."  The Reporter, Oswald in Dallas; A Few Loose Ends, Leo Sauvage, p. 24-26

1/3/64
Oswald was supposed to have spent 30 minutes at the window but there were no fingerprints.  Only palm print on the box, which was in the police station with Oswald - but on no immovable object.  Mark Lane interview, WBAI, rebroadcast by KPFA
1/3/64
The clerk handled the rifle, for the television cameras, without gloves, before the FBI or anyone else had checked it for fingerprints.

From notes made when tape broadcast by KPFA, Berkeley, 1/3/64., Radio interview of Mark Lane, by Chris Koch and Robert Potts, WBAI, New York; no date

3/64
On 12/8, the New York Journal American published a "step by stealthy step" account of the assassination ... by Gene Roberts originally published in the Detroit Free Press and then syndicated to various other newspapers across the country.
 Somewhere in the middle of that story, the following lines appeared:

"The storage room seemed made to order for an assassin.  It was cluttered with rows of book cartons, some of them in stacks six feet high.  Five depository employees had worked in the storage room until noon, covering its floor with plywood. ... "

But how is it that the police found Oswald's palm print, but no other, on a carton which, it now develops, must have been shifted back and forth during the morning by several different hands?  Commentary: Leo Sauvage

3/64
If the Mannlicher-Carcano belonged to Oswald, one would expect his fingerprints to be on it, whether he killed the President or not.  But if he did kill the President with this rifle, the absence of his fingerprints seems strange.  Did he wear gloves?  Not if we are to believe the District Attorney's statement that there was a palm print "on part of the metal - under the gun."  Did he, then, before hiding the rifle behind some cartons and crates on the sixth floor, carefully wipe the weapon clean with his handkerchief, though forgetting to wipe the metal under the gun?  This is possible, but it would be curious that Oswald should have taken just this one precaution while neglecting all others to the point of carrying an identification card with the name A. Hidell on it in his wallet.  Commentary, Leo Sauvage

3/64
Take, for example, the most important of all the exhibits in this case: the rifle.  This precious piece of evidence was held up to the television cameras by a bare-handed Dallas detective … before it was sent to Washington to be scientifically examined in the laboratories of the FBI.  And then, in Saturday morning's newspapers, there was a photograph showing how this same piece of evidence - which was to be checked in Washington for marks, spots, prints, and traces - was carried outside, without any protective wrapping over it, by another Dallas detective who held it by its strap while the butt rubbed against his trousers.  Commentary, Leo Sauvage

6/13/64
... Dulles, among others." ... Who … are these "others" whose finger prints show up on Oswald's rifle?  New Republic, Murray Kempton

9/30/64
Neutron activation analysis.  See Paraffin Tests, 9/30/64

10/3/64
Palm print on rifle – see story, National Guardian, Mark Lane, p. 3

5/1/68
Arthur A. Mandella - died of brain hemorrhage 4/28/68.

In testimony before Warren Commission Mandella confirmed FBI finding that palm print on rifle was Oswald's.













