FBI, 1966


1/66
"In this extraordinary pageant of mendacity and perversion, the palm must be awarded to the FBI."  The Case of the Spies Who Weren't, Rex Stout.  A review of Invitation to an Inquest, Walter and Miriam Schneir.  Ramparts, p. 30

2/7/66
Account of suit by Nevada casinos against FBI, charging illegal wiretapping.  San Francisco Chronicle, Drew Pearson

4/66
Further exhaustive analysis of Connally wounds and ballistics evidence, concluding that at least one more assassin involved.

Discloses that FBI 4-volume report to Warren Commission has been declassified and differs with Warren Report on Kennedy back wound and that "a minimum of five bullets now emerge ..."

"Among the most devastating critics of the Warren Report is the FBI."

Demands release of all wound-ballistics test bullets, missing Zapruder frames 208-211, stills of Betzner, Muchmore and Nix motion pictures, Autopsy X-rays and photographs, and all FBI data on the shooting.  The Minority of One, The Separate Connally Shot, by Vincent J. Salandria, p. 9, 2nd of 2 articles, [1st in 3/66 issue]

4/3/66
Washington  Story on Frances Knight's direct telephone line to CIA from passport division.

...  a private security phone to the CIA gives the passport office the potential of getting and giving out information -- without the knowledge of the Secretary of State or his undersecretaries.  These matters could include -- as they have in recent years -- the granting of special passports to CIA agents and the agents of other intelligence agencies ... Herald Tribune, Bernard L. Collier

4/6/66
Washington -- agreement between State and Justice departments that FBI requests for reports from U.S. embassies abroad on American travelers should no longer be handled by State's Miss Frances G. Knight, head of the Passport Office, for routine transmission to embassies, but by the Bureau of Intelligence and Research.  New York Times, E. W. Kenworthy

4/21/66
Washington --- FBI employee, Thomas H. Carter, fired for alleged indiscretion with girl, sues for violation of right of privacy.  Suit charges three other roommates who were FBI employees resigned because of harassment.  New York Times, Fred P. Graham
5/5/66
Middletown, CT  Angry letter from J. Edgar Hoover to student government officials at Wesleyan University who had refused to supply names of students who members of Students for a Democratic Society.

... "Your statement that the ‘FBI investigation is extremely hostile to the goal of academic freedom' is not only utterly false but also is so irresponsible as to cast serious doubt on the quality of academic reasoning or the motivation behind it."  New York Times

5/28/66
Philadelphia -- U.S Court of appeals upholds FBI in use of two-way mirrors.  New York Times

5/18/66 et seq.
Contradiction between Warren Report and FBI report on JFK's back wound, see book reviews of:

Inquest, Edward Jay Epstein

Whitewash, by Harold Weisberg

Rush to Judgment, Mark Lane

See Vincent J. Salandria, Minority of One, 4/66.

5/28/66
[Discussion of books by Epstein and Weisberg].

Contradiction between Warren Report and FBI reports of 12/9/63 and 1/13/64 on JFK back wound location.  Times Post Service, Richard Harwood

5/30/66
Discussion of books by Epstein and Weisberg].

If the FBI statements [in its reports of 12/9/63, and 1/13/64], are not errors, they could unhinge the central conclusion of the Commission report: that Lee Harvey Oswald was probably the sole assassin.  An FBI spokesman Sunday said, however, that the statements are in error. LA Times, Robert J. Donovan

6/4/66
For comments on FBI Summary Report. New York Times, Peter Kihss

6/13/66
... Advance copies of the Epstein book were barely in circulation last week when Commission staffers mounted a point-by-point defense. ...  Actually, one top-ranking staffer said, the autopsy report and photos went to the Secret Service, not the FBI.  The FBI version was not an autopsy report at all but hardly more than hearsay: it came from two agents who watched part of the autopsy, heard the doctors talk of their difficulty in tracing the bullet's path, and dashed out to phone in their incomplete report of a "back" wound.  The doctors, meanwhile, continued probing, found evidence that the bullet had passed through the President's neck and said so in their official report.  One staff higher-up who saw that report on 12/20 - months before the single-shot theory was even advanced -- now says flatly: "It was identical with the one in the Warren Report."  Newsweek

7/3/66
San Francisco  FBI bugging of Las Vegas gamblers prompts charges and inquiries.  Question whether J. Edgar Hoover or Bobby Kennedy was behind it.  Case appears connected with Bobby Baker problem in Washington.  New York Times, Wallace Turner

7/11/66
Argument by one who accepts the Warren Commission Report that the X-rays and photographs of JFK must be made public in order to settle speculation and arguments.

Casts serious doubt on Epstein's statement that the FBI had seen color photographs before it submitted its report of 12/9/63; says Epstein cites only Commission staff member Francis W. H. Adams as his authority.  Says Adams does not recall Epstein or talking to him.  The Nation, The Vital Documents, Jacob Cohen, p. 43

7/12/66
On FBI reports of 12/9/63 and 1/13/64:

Says an official FBI spokesman:  It is completely contrary to the facts to indicate that the FBI and the Commission are in opposition on the findings of the Commission.  Our first reports were merely to chart a course and were not designed to be conclusive.  It is entirely possible that Humes' autopsy report did not get into the hands of the FBI until later, and so our initial reports did not reflect the doctors' decision."  Look, Fletcher Knebel, p. 71

7/12/66 et seq.
  Washington --- Arrest of William Henry Whalen, retired Army Lt. Col., on charges of conspiring to deliver national security data to Soviet Union.  AP, New York Times
7/12/66
Dallas -- Police intelligence section chief lt. Jack Revill transferred to police personnel division.  [No explanation, but detailed account of how Revill had testified Hosty had told him Oswald had shot JFK, that FBI had known about him, etc.  J. Edgar Hoover denied Hosty had ever talked to Dallas police about it.  AP 819pcs


7/14/66
Lt. Jack Revill and Detective V. J. Brian, police intelligence officers, were transferred following conversations between FBI officials and official of the city government and police department.

Two unnamed FBI officers reportedly suspended 30 days in connection with the incident, which; consisted of Revill disclosing to other police [Los Angeles] some of an FBI confidential report on Mafia members in various cities, including Dallas.

Speculation that FBI had wanted Revill removed since shortly after JFK assassination. Dallas Morning News
7/14/66
A Democratic New Jersey Congressman charged yesterday in Washington that national Communist party leaders had conducted a summer youth leadership school at a camp in Ringwood, NJ, in northern Passaic County.

The lawmaker, Representative Charles S. Joelson, said he had been given his information by J. Edgar Hoover, director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Mr. Joelson quoted Mr. Hoover as having said that students at the school, Camp Midvale, were given instruction last year from top Communist party officials.  They were said to have spent the rest of the summer working full time for the party.

... In making public the information given him by Mr. Hoover, Representative Joelson quoted the FBI Director as having said that the Communist Party leader, Gus Hall, had been "extremely pleased" with the accomplishments of the school.

Last night, Arnold Johnson, a spokesman for the Communist Party, said that "if they [the camp leaders] denied it, they are more truthful than J. Edgar Hoover ever was."  New York Times

[See Minutemen, 10/31/66, AP A123, Minutemen 's plans to blow up Camp Midvale.

7/14/66
Washington - Justice Dept. statement conceding FBI had had authority for number of years to bug suspects for intelligence purpose, not collection of evidence.  Issued in connection with furor over bugging of Las Vegas gamblers and Fred B. Black, Jr., a Washington lobbyist, friend of Bobby Baker, and former next door neighbor of LBJ.  New York Times, Fred P. Graham

7/14/66
Washington - Disclosure of State Department employee, Frank J. Mrkva, who allegedly played along for FBI with Scezh plot to bug state department officials.  New York Times, John W. Finney

7/15/66
Dallas -- Times Herald says two FBI agents, Bob Barrett and Ivan Lee, transferred out of Dallas after FBI report on Joe Valacbi they had given Dallas police intelligence chief Lt. Jack Revill had been forwarded to LA police.  LA police, noting absence of information on California hoods missing, asked local FBI about it, who recognized it and traced it to Dallas.  Barrett and Lee also suspended for 30 days.  FBI declined comment.  AP 304pcs

7/26/66
[After outlining differences between FBI report and autopsy report on JFK wounds]

The FBI has not as yet tried to explain why its report of 1/13 contradicts the autopsy report.  In the Los Angeles Times of 5/30/66, Robert Donovan quotes an FBI spokesman as saying only that "the FBI was wrong when it said 'there was no point of exit.'"

"The FBI agents were not doctors, but were merely quoting doctors, the FBI spokesman said."

So it would seem that even when the FBI states bluntly that "X is the case," this can be wrong, and only based on hearsay.  This raises the problem of determining when the FBI is reliable.  [Was it when it said Oswald was not an FBI agent?]  How reliable are its many, many reports in the twenty-six volumes?  When is the FBI to be taken at its word? ....  The New York Review of Books, The Second Oswald: the case for a conspiracy theory, by Richard H. Popkin., p. 11

7/30/66
Morality Building with the FBI.  Review of ABC TV series, The FBI.  Saturday Review, Robert Lewis Shayon

9/66
Analysis of the way both the FBI and the Warren Commission avoided thorough investigation of Oswald's visit to an automobile agency.

... The FBI therefore owes the American people an immediate explanation of its failure to confront Bogard with Oswald for the sake of a firm identification, its failure to inform the police of the information obtained from Bogard, and its failure to question Oswald or ensure that he was questioned about evidence which pointed like a arrow to the existence of a conspiracy.  …

[Agent Warren deBrueys who interviewed Bogard had dealt with Oswald in New Orleans; in retracing demonstration drive went near police headquarters where Oswald being questioned; Bogard not shown Oswald at lineup; Police not told, etc., etc.  The Minority of One, How Well Did the "Non-Driver" Oswald Drive?, Sylvia Meagher, p. 19

9/21/66
Note on special appendix to Bantam edition: The following documents were released by The National Archives too late to appear in the hardcover edition of Inquest.  ...  This special appendix includes Federal Bureau of Investigation reports of 11/26 and 11/29 regarding the autopsy performed on President John F. Kennedy [reports of Francis X. O'Neill, Jr., and James W. Sibert, dated 11/26/63, FBI file No. 89-30; 11/29/63, FBI file No. BA 89-30].  Inquest, Epstein, Bantam edition, [publication date]

10/6/66
Footnote -- This report bears the Commission File Number CD-7 and FBI file numbers 89-30.  It was discovered in the National Archives by Mr. Paul Hoch of Berkeley, CA.  New York Review
9/21/66
The following is a complete listing of photographs and X-rays taken by the medical authorities of the President's body.  They were turned over to Mr. Roy Kellerman of the Secret Service.  X-rays were developed by the hospital, however, the photographs were delivered to Secret Service undeveloped:

11 X -rays

22 4 x 5 color photographs

18 4 x 5 black and white photographs

1 roll of 120 film containing five exposures

Inquest, Epstein, Bantam Edition, p. 170: FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr., and James W. Sibert, dated 11/29/63

9/21/66
Mr. Gerald A. Behn, Special Agent in Charge, White House detail, United States Secret Service, was interviewed at his office. … Mr. Behn advised that the undeveloped photographs and X-rays made during the course of the autopsy … are in the custody of Mr. Bob Bouck, Protective Research Section, United States Secret Service and could be made available to the Federal Bureau of Investigation on request.  Inquest, Epstein, Bantam Edition, p. 171: FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr., and James W. Sibert, dated 11/29/63

9/21/66
Mr. Gerald A. Behn, Special Agent in Charge, White House detail, United States Secret Service, was interviewed at his office ... Behn was ... questioned concerning the location of a bullet which had been found on a stretcher at Parkland Hospital in Dallas and which had been turned over by the Secret Service to an Agent of the [FBI] for delivery to the FBI Laboratory.  He stated that on learning of such a bullet being found at the Dallas Hospital he inquired of a group of his Agents who had returned from [Dallas] on the night of 11/22/63, and Secret Service Agent Richard Johnsen produced this bullet which had been handed to him by someone at the hospital who had stated that it was not known whether or not the President had been placed on the stretcher where the bullet was found.  Inquest, Epstein, Bantam Edition, p. 171: FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr., and James W. Sibert, dated 11/29/63

9/21/66
Interview with Houston Post reporter Alonso H. Hudkins, III.

On 12/17, Mr. Hudkins advised that he had just returned from a weekend in Dallas, during which time he talked to Allen Sweatt, Chief Criminal Division, Sheriff's Office, Dallas; Chief Sweatt mentioned that it was his opinion that [Oswald] was being paid $200 a month by the FBI as an informant in connection with their subversive investigations.  He furnished the alleged informant number assigned to Oswald by the FBI as "S172." Inquest, Epstein, Bantam Edition, p. 174, Secret Service Report, 1/3/64

Fall, ’66
Following transcribed from tape, No. 51-52, at approx. 680', side I

Portion of an exchange between Sylvia Meagher and Burt W. Griffin, assistant counsel, Warren Commission, on FBI report on autopsy:

Meagher: Mr. Griffin, were you suggesting a moment ago that the FBI report was mistaken?

Griffin: Certainly.

Meagher: [You are agreeing?] the FBI report was mistaken?

Griffin: Certainly.  Certainly. ... That was our function, to find out whether they were mistaken, and we found so many mistakes in the FBI report that if we ever published a report on [that?] you people would really have a field day.

Meagher: Mr. Griffin, I was very curious to now whether the FBI report was mistaken, and so were some of my colleagues, and a letter was written to J. Edgar Hoover, specifically asking whether the FBI had ever retracted its report of the location of the wound and the nature of the wound in the back.  His reply on 9/12 [no year mentioned] was that the FBI had never had any occasion to retract any [unintelligible because several panelists speaking at once] ... they are standing by that report.  Panel discussion of Warren Report,  Theatre for Ideas, New York.

10/66
... What rubbish: The burden of evidence in fact lends considerable credence to Marguerite Oswald's constant thesis --that her son had gone to the Soviet Union on clandestine assignment by his own government.  She made that suggestion, it should be remembered, in 1/61 [CE2681] - almost three years before the assassination of President Kennedy at the hands of unknown murderers.  The record of Oswald’s relations with the State Department and other federal agencies, particularly the FBI, despite many blanks and missing links, goes a long distance toward vindicating the intuition and inferences of Oswald's mother. ...  The Minority of One, Oswald and the State Department, by Sylvia Meagher, p. 22-27

10/66
Oswald's relationship with the State Department; full account of irregularities in handling of his passports, etc.  ["undeviating and uninterrupted record of clerical errors and administrative options which operated invariably for the benefit of the undeserving Oswald"]; suggestion that Oswald was involved with some government agency.

... But the Commission let the matter rest.  An FBI content with the "clean bill" purportedly given Oswald by the embassy, a Passport Office prepared to accept Oswald's verbal assurance that he had not given away classified data as he threatened to do, a State Department and CIA ready to believe that the Russians were not even interested in Oswald's radar secrets - those are not the familiar agencies we know and love [or loathe, according to one's inclinations].  Allen Dulles, former head of the CIA, and the other government-seasoned members of the Commission, must have known better.

Nevertheless, the Commission as a body managed to swallow and digest a gargantuan serving of clerical error, persistent coincidence, and perverse official solicitude for a man who seemingly had forfeited all claim to protection from his government.  The Commission concluded that the cuisine was delicious, and nourishing too. The Minority of One, Oswald and the State Department, by Sylvia Meagher

10/6/66
Reveals text of report dated 11/26/63, by two FBI agents, Francis X. O'Neill and James W. Sibert, who were present at autopsy of JFK, discovered in National Archives by Paul Hoch of Berkeley, CA.

The report describes autopsy in considerable detail and fully substantiates FBI version in 12/9/63, and 1/13/64 reports to the Warren Commission.  The New York Review of Books, p. 29, Letter to the editor, from Josiah Thompson, Department of Philosophy, Haverford College, PA.  [Bolstering letter from Popkin in 7/28 Issue].

10/6/66
...  According to the Greater Philadelphia Magazine, 8/1/66, issue, Dr. Humes refused to discuss the discrepancies between the autopsy report. and the FBI statements.  The quotation attributed to him hardly inspires confidence: "I am not concerned with what was in the FBI report.  We did our job and w signed the report and it was very straightforward and unequivocal, we don't feel we should discuss the matter any more.  That is the position we are taking and that is the position we have been instructed to take by our superiors."

... If the FBI reports turn out to be accurate, the public should be immediately informed as to the identity of those superiors who are now telling Commander Humes what to say, and what not to say.

If the FBI reports are inaccurate, we deserve an explanation of how this elite, expensive police force could have been so grossly incompetent in perhaps the biggest case of its career.  The New York Review of Books, p.32, Richard H. Popkin, Letter to the Editor, rebutting one from Curtis Crawford which had taken mild exception to Popkin's original article in 7/28/66 issue.

10/6/66
p. 32 - Since I wrote my article, a more impressive firsthand document has come to light, Commission Document No. 7 in the National Archives papers …  This is the original report on the autopsy by FBI Agents O'Neill and Siebert, who were present at the time, and who dictated their report on 11/26.  [It is remarkable that neither O'Neill nor Siebert were called as witnesses by the Commission, when it is obvious from their document that their information formed the basis for the FBI reports of 12/9 and 1/13].  New York Review of Books, Richard Popkin, in reply to letter from Curtis Crawford

10/6/66
p. 32 - Secret Service Agents Greer and Kellerman who were present at the autopsy described the wound as being in the shoulder [Hearings, II, pp. 81 and 127].  Kellerman further described the ... autopsy, when Colonel Finck was probing this shoulder wound, and Finck said, "There are no lanes for an outlet of this entry in this man's shoulder"  [Hearings, II, p. 93]  All of this definitely seems to confirm the FBI version of the autopsy.  Further, at the conclusion of the autopsy, Secret Service Agent Hill was called in specifically to see where the wounds were, so that he could, if necessary, testify on this later on.  Hill gave as his firsthand observation, "I saw an opening in the back about six inches below the neckline to the right-hand side of the spinal column" [Hearings, II, p. 143].  New York Review of Books, Richard Popkin, in reply to Letters to the Editor

10/6/66
p. 32 - ... there seems to be a further problem.  Mr. Crawford mentions that in the "official" autopsy report, the doctors claim to have found bruises on the strap muscles and the lining of the chest cavity and a tear in the trachea.  One wonders, in view of the Sibert-O'Neill [FBI] data, and the testimony of Greer and Kellerman [Secret Service], when the doctors found those injuries.  They are not mentioned in the Sibert-O'Neill report nor in the testimony of the Secret Service agents ... New York Review of Books, Richard Popkin, in reply to Letters to the Editor

10/10/66
p. 45 - Before [the work of the Commission] was over, the FBI had conducted approximately 25,000 interviews, submitting 2,300 reports totaling 25,400 pages. US News & World Report, Truth About Kennedy Assassination

10/10/66
p. 49 [Question follows discussion of wound in back of neck.]

Q. If the FBI had received a copy of the final autopsy report, completed on 11/24, why did it write into its 12/9 report the tentative conclusion that a bullet entered the upper back for a short distance - and then repeat that same theory in a later report dated 1/13?

A. That is a question which would best be directed to the FBI.  The only responses that I could give you would be my inferences.  The [FBI] may not have had the autopsy report when its report, dated 12/9, was originally prepared.  [An unimpeachable source told U.S. News & World Report the autopsy report was delivered to the FBI on 12/23.]  As to the January report containing the same information, some date from the earlier report may have been repeated without carefully focusing on it - as such later reports frequently are repetitious without any special reason, except perhaps to give the reader the information if he missed it earlier.

I do know the FBI itself came to the same conclusions that the Commission did.  Mr. Hoover testified to this, and nobody in the Bureau placed any substantial credence in the preliminary thoughts as reflected in the early reports.  [Mr. Hoover's name was stamped on the cover of the FBI report of 12/9; would this responsibility not extend also to the "supplemental" report of 1/13? U.S. News & World Report, Interview of Arlen Specter

10/14/66
Photo of Willis Slide No 8, taken few seconds after the assassination and showing front door of Texas School Book Depository with back of man who looks like Jack Ruby.

Verb has talked to an investigator who was told by Willis that when the FBI examined this photos they pointed to this one and said, "Say, what's Jack Ruby doing there?" Berkeley Barb, Hal Verb

10/15/66
Account of Lane's speech the day before at Stanford.

... Lane ... displayed a letter from FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover confirming that two key frames in motion pictures of the assassination were transposed before publication by the Warren Commission.

As published, these show Mr. Kennedy slumping forward, but the correct sequence as determined by photographic experts, Lane said, shows the late President was pushed back by the impact of one bullet, which could only have been fired from in front of his limousine. ...  San Francisco Examiner

11/66
I was a Burglar Wiretapper, Bugger and Spy for the FBI, Ramparts, William W. Turner, p. 51

11/12/66
... the "rumor" was that Oswald was on the FBI payroll at $200 a month, under the informant number "S172."  The allegation originated with Dallas Deputy Sheriff Allan Sweatt, who was not called before the Warren Commission to testify to its truth or lack of truth.  The possibility thus remains that the rumor was founded in truth.  If so, the truth would not be damaging to the nation - but it would be damaging to the FBI and J. Edgar Hoover …  Saturday Review, Letter to the Editor, Sylvia Meagher, written in response to Judge Fein's article The Warren Report and Its Critics, 10/22/66.

11/26/66
From text of statement by J. Edgar Hoover [requested by Washington Evening Star]:

Recently the charge has been made that the FBI altered the film of the assassination taken by Abraham Zapruder.  This is totally false.  The FBI never had the original Zapruder film in its possession - it was purchased by a national magazine.  The FBI obtained a copy of the original uncut film and reproduced this for the Commission, which since has turned it over to National Archives.

While there is a difference in the information reported by the FBI and the information contained in the autopsy report concerning the wounds, there is no conflict.  [For explanation, refer to text.]  New York Times
12/9/66
Column on FBI surveillance of Dominican Republic embassy and President Johnson ordering J. Edgar Hoover to extend his intelligence operations to the Dominican Republic.  Twenty-one FBI agents flown to Santo Domingo.  Oakland Tribune, Allen and Scott

12/16/66
… On Monday night's Johnny Carson program on NBC, Jack Lord, who played the role of the chief FBI investigator in The Doomsday Flight, said he had been cleared for the part by the FBI itself.

... Under special legislation passed by Congress, the FBI has specific authority to review commercial shows purporting to show its agents at work.  It has also confirmed the clearing of actors accepting such roles.  New York Times, Jack Gould, TV column

12/18/66
Washington - Senator Joseph S. Clark, D-PA, today described the "military-industrial complex", the FBI and the CIA as major threats to [the successful survival of] American democracy.

Clark charged the Federal Bureau of Investigation with posing a threat of ["blackmail, direct or indirect, on anybody who has the effrontery to say anything unkind about Mr. J. Edgar Hoover."]  The Central Intelligence Agency, he said, is necessary, but is accumulating a dangerous degree of power.  AP
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