10/30/63

11/15/63
Investigation by Secret Service of threats to JFK, two involving his trip to Dallas, the third giving no details on time or place. In the third case, Secret Service report says subject was interviewed by FBI 11/14/63, with no indication where this was done; subject reported to have told FBI he was a member of the KKK and that assassination attempt would be made by "militant group of National States Rights Party".  Is reported to have told FBI he did not believe this was planned for the near future but that he did believe the attempt would be made.

Secret Service reports turned over to Warren Commission involve various Texas cities, do not include any report from Miami.  See stories on information from police informer, Miami, on plans to assassinate JFK; details similar to those in assassination but place not named.  Informer cooperated with police in obtaining tape of conversation on this with man described by Miami News as an organizer of the States Rights Party.  Conversation took place 11/9/63.  Miami police said they turned information over to Secret Service before the assassination and again called their attention to it after the assassination.  AP reports that story by Bill Barry in Miami News says the man in question was picked up by the FBI five days after the assassination and questioned.  Barry says man has since disappeared.  - CE 762, Hearings XVII, pp. 539, 540 [10/30/63]  CE 762, Hearings XVII, p. 566 [11/15/53]

See Garrison, 2/3/67.

1/22[?]/1963
Time not given.  Police Sgt. Jerry Head (sp?) describing how the Texas Theater building surrounded and 8 to 10 officers entered [including] "... Bob Barnett from the FBI …”  From notes taken in 4/64 from The Fateful Hours, A Capitol Custom record [RB-2278] by KLIF, Dallas, issued earlier in the year.

11/22/63
New Orleans – [From interview with Carlos Bringuier, New Orleans delegate for the Cuban Student Directorate, a Miami-based anti-Castro organization]

"He offered himself as a former Marine to train Cubans for an invasion.  … I was suspicious of him from the start.  ...  Frankly, I thought he might be an agent from the FBI or the CIA trying to find out what he might be up to."  AP, 7:09 p.m. EST, Tom Dygard

11/22/63
Dallas - A list of known agitators in Dallas -- anyone who might conceivably stir up trouble -- was obtained.  The Secret Service men made themselves familiar with these people and their patterns.  AP, 9:32 p.m. CST

11/22/63
Washington - Secret Service Chief James J. Rowley prepared a statement today on the assassination of President Kennedy but he either decided not to issue it or it was vetoed at a higher level.

The Secret Service is supervised by the Treasury Department.

The public information office in the Treasury had received no statement. a spokesman said, and had no knowledge of it.

Several Secret Service agents were under the impression that's statement had been issued.

"Go up to the information office," a Secret Service man said, "Chief Rowley gave a statement up there some time ago."  There was no indication what the statement contained.  AP, 11:51 p.m. EST

11/23/63
Dallas - Curry told newsmen the FBI had interviewed Oswald "a week or two ago."

Asked if the FBI notified police of Oswald's presence, the chief said, "No, sir.  They did not."

"Why they hadn't gotten around to informing us of this man, we don't know," Curry said.

He said the FBI told him of the interview last night after Oswald was in custody.  Curry said the FBI agents did not reveal what information they had learned from their interview, or if the interview indicated he was a person to watch.  AP, 11:20 a.m. CST Peggy Simpson

11/23/63
Dallas subbed the above "Curry told newsmen ... person to watch", with the following:

Curry told newsmen that the FBI had interviewed Oswald a week or so ago.  Then he hastily called newsmen together again to say he does not have first-hand information of this.  

Curry said, "I do not want to accuse the FBI of withholding information.  They have no obligation to help us.  Someone told me last night that they interviewed Oswald.  I do not know whether they did or not.  They have always been very cooperative."  AP 1:21 pm CST

11/23/63
Dallas, from Washington: In Washington a spokesman for the FBI said it was "incorrect" that the FBI had questioned Oswald or had him under surveillance at any time in recent months.  AP 7:05 pm EST

11/23/63
Denver asked Dallas: Post asking if FBI will say whether it interviewed Oswald, view Curry's backtracking.  AP, 1:54 p.m. MST

11/23/63
Dallas replied to Denver: FBI office will only say "not in the recent past."  AP, 3:13 p.m. CST

11/24/63
Dallas, [11/23] - Chief Curry said his department had had no record about Oswald up to yesterday, but that the local office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation had a long "subversive" record on him, and, the chief understood, had interviewed Oswald.  New York Times, Gladwin Hill

11/24/63
Dallas, [11/23] - The manhunt and investigation were aided from the beginning [Curry] said, by the FBI and state patrolmen and Dallas sheriff's officers.  New York Times, Donald Janson

11/24/63
In Washington, Ed Guthman, information officer for the Justice Department, said "very strong evidence points to Oswald as the assassin.  The FBI will continue to investigate every lead and every bit of evidence."

Assistant. Attorney General Jack Miller, Jr., head of the department's criminal division, was sent to Dallas to confer with federal attorneys.  AP, 6:21 p.m. EST, insert in Dallas' 4th lead Oswald, filed from Washington.

11/24/63
Washington - The federal government is considering all possible ways to make public the evidence pointing to Lee H. Oswald as the assassin of President Kennedy, an informed source said tonight.

Officials are known to believe information about Oswald's role in the assassination is vital - not only in providing Americans knowledge about their president's death but in coping with possible friction in U.S.-Soviet relations.

Moscow has been tempering its eulogies to Kennedy with harsh criticisms of implications that communists might be to blame for Kennedy's assassination.

District Attorney Henry Wade, a state official in Dallas, has refused, since Oswald was slain, to divulge any of the evidence he insists points to the 24 year old ex-Marine as the assassin.

... Assistant Attorney General Jack Miller, Jr., head of the Justice Department's criminal division, flew to Dallas today after Oswald was shot.  The only reason given by the Justice Department for-the mission was that Miller was to confer with U.S. Attorney Barefoot Sanders.  AP, 9:08 p.m. EST

12/24/63
Dallas - … When the emergency room quieted down the call came over the loudspeaker for us to report immediately to our ambulance.

We rushed back to the ambulance and there was a man in a suit and carrying a gun there, with a Dallas policeman.  They told us to stay with the ambulance, not to leave and not to talk to anyone.

They said we might be needed to rush a patient to another hospital.

[Ambulance driver Aubrey Rike, 25, and his partner (Dennis McGuire, New York Times, 11/30/63, p. 40) had just delivered an emergency patient to Parkland Hospital ... when President Kennedy ... was rushed into the hospital.]  San Francisco Examiner, Aubrey Rike, as told to UPI
11/25/63
Washington - from story-on Secret Service, quoting only "an authoritative source":

Asked about a report that the FBI had known that Lee Harvey Oswald was in Dallas but had not told the Secret Service, the source said, "That's nonsense.  The FBI keeps the Secret Service informed about anyone who could possibly be considered a threat to the President.  They inform the Service about hundreds of cases, maybe thousands."  AP, 7:08 a.m. EST, Adren Cooper

11/25/63
Dallas - The Dallas Times Herald reported today the FBI had received an anonymous telephone tip that an attempt would be made on Oswald's life during his transfer from city to county jail.  The FBI would not confirm the report.  AP, 9:58 a.m. CST, insert for story on Oswald by Arthur Everett [1:42 a.m. CST]

11/25/63
Dallas - In a printed statement [Curry] said:

"When the investigation in the case of Lee Harvey Oswald is completed, in so far as the Dallas Police Department is concerned, we intend to make the entire file public unless Federal authorities specifically request that some part be withheld and turned over to them.

"Unless we are specifically instructed otherwise from Washington, we believe it can and should become public information.  At this time, we cannot designate when the release will be made."  AP, 12:03 p.m. CST

11/25/63
Washington - The FBI received and passed along to local law officers in Dallas, TX, early Sunday an anonymous threat that Lee Harvey Oswald, accused of the assassination of President Kennedy, would be killed, an FBI spokesman said today.

A few hours later Oswald was shot fatally in the basement of the police station as he was being moved to the county jail.

The telephone call came to the Dallas FBI office, the spokesman said, and few details were available here.  The spokesman said he did not know whether the telephone call came from a man or a woman.

The information was relayed to both police and the sheriff's office.  AP, 5:26 pm EST

11/25/63
Dallas, [11/24] - Mr. Shanklin [FBI agent in charge at Dallas] also said today that his agency had not interviewed Oswald before the President's visit.  Earlier Chief Curry had said "somebody" whom he could not identify told him the FBI had talked with the young man ...  Later the police chief said he had no personal knowledge of any such interview.  New York Times, Fred Powledge

11/25/63
New York [undated] - Last 6/24, Oswald applied for a new passport …

… The passport was issued on 6/25, which indicated he must have replied negatively to questions as to whether he had for 12 months been a member of a Communist organization or ever sought foreign nationality.  New York Times, Peter Kihss

11/26/63
Undated [New York] - long feature on "Oswald the accused assassin."

...  Last June Oswald was granted a passport after he said he wanted to roam Russia, Poland and Western Europe as a photographer.  But he never went.  AP, 5:56 a.m. EST, Sid Moody

11/26/63
Mexico City [11/25] - There were reports here also that his movements were followed in Mexico by an unidentified United States agency.  New York Times, Paul P. Kennedy

11/26/63
Laredo, Tex., [11/25] - When Oswald crossed the border here on 9/26 he gave his destination as Mexico City.

The record of his travel was maintained by the Mexican Government, not the United States Government.  William M. Kline, assistant United States Customs agent in charge here, said that when a United States citizen enters the interior of Mexico the Mexican Government gives him certain documents that he must return when he leaves that country.

The United States does not record the crossings of its own citizens, hundreds of whom go back and forth every day.  New York Times
11/26/63
Dallas - Police Chief Jesse Curry announced today all evidence his department had ... in the assassination case against Lee Harvey Oswald will be turned over to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Curry made the announcement after a long conference with his subordinates.

He said the evidence originally was to have been given to District Attorney Henry Wade, but that Wade had told him to give it to the FBI.  AP, 4:22 p.m. CST

11/26/63
Three large packages of evidence in the assassination case against Lee Harvey Oswald was turned over to the Federal Bureau of Investigation today by Dallas police.

The packages consisted of one large blue suitcase and two large paper boxes.  The boxes were each about a foot thick and one was 2 feet by 3 feet while the other was about 2 feet by 2 feet.  AP, 5:42 p.m. CST

11/26/63
The following is a complete listing of photographs and X-Rays taken by the medical authorities of the President's body.  They were turned over to Mr. Roy Kellerman of the Secret Service. X-Rays were developed by the hospital, however, the photographs were delivered to Secret Service undeveloped:

11
X-Rays

22
4 x 5 color photographs

18
4 x 5 black and white photographs

1
roll of 120 film containing five exposures  [11/26/63, date of report] FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr. and James W. Sibert, given by Inquest, Epstein, Bantam Edition, 9/21/66, p. 170

11/26, 29/63
Note on special appendix to Bantam edition: The following documents were released by The National Archives too late to appear in the hardcover edition of Inquest.  ...  This special appendix includes Federal Bureau of Investigation reports of 11/26 and 29 regarding the autopsy performed on President John F. Kennedy [reports of Francis X. O'Neill, Jr., and James W. Sibert, dated 11/26/63, FBI file No. 89-30; 11/29/63, FBI file No. BA 89-30].  [Date of report] FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill and James W. Sibert, given by Inquest, Epstein, Bantam edition.  9/21/66

Footnote: This report bears the Commission File Number CD-7 and FBI file numbers 89-30.  It was discovered in the National Archives by Mr. Paul Hock of Berkeley, CA  [10/6/66]

11/28/63
New Orleans -- Running review of Oswald's stay in New Orleans during summer of 1963.

... On 6/24 Oswald applied here for an American passport to visit Europe and the Soviet Union.

His application was referred to Washington by teleprinter, where his name was checked against a list of persons who legally may be denied passports.

The records show Oswald had a reputation of "fuzzy Marxist" thinking, but there was no legal reason to deprive him of the passport.  It was issued to him on the following day.

[Story is an account of what FBI investigators turned up in New Orleans in their effort to trace emit Oswald's activities and leaves little doubt details furnished by the FBI itself.]  New York Times, Fred Powledge

11/28/63
Paris -- Paris-Presse reported yesterday that an amateur photographer's 8-mm color film taken just ten minutes before the assassination of President Kennedy showed two silhouettes at the sixth-floor window where the assassin's bullets are believed to have been fired.

The dispatch, from the newspaper's correspondent in Dallas, J. P. Renard, said that the FBI has viewed the hitherto undisclosed film strip - reportedly taken by an American sailor - and is now convinced that Lee Harvey Oswald had an accomplice.

The dispatch also said that a study of remains of food left in the room shows the accomplice had apparently been in there the day before.

A thorough check of authoritative sources in Washington convinced newsmen that the FBI possesses no such film, and that the Paris-Presse story is untrue.  The FBI itself declined to comment at all on its investigation of the assassination.

The Paris-Presse story said it was believed that an accomplice helped steady the assassin's rifle, and that Oswald covered the accomplice's escape by killing Police Officer J. D. Tippit.

Correspondent Renard said a witness to the Tippit shooting told him that he saw two men - not one - running away as Tippit collapsed in the street.  Times-Post Service

11/29/63
Mr. Gerald A. Behn, Special Agent in Charge, White House Detail, United States Secret Service, was interviewed at his office ... Mr. Behn advised that the undeveloped photographs and X-rays made during the course of the autopsy ... are in the custody of Mr. Bob Bouck, Protective Research Section, United States Secret Service and could be made available to the Federal Bureau of Investigation on request.  [11/26/63, date of report] FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr. and James W. Sibert, given by Inquest, Epstein, Bantam Edition, 9/21/66, p. 171

11/29/63
Mr. Gerald A. Behn, Special Agent in Charge, White House detail, United States Secret Service, was interviewed at his office. ... Behn was ... questioned concerning the location of a bullet which had been found on a stretcher at Parkland Hospital in Dallas and which had been turned over by the Secret Service to an Agent of the [FBI] for delivery to the FBI Laboratory.  He stated that on learning of such a bullet being found at the Dallas Hospital he inquired of a group of his Agents who had returned from [Dallas] on the night of 11/2/63, and Secret Service Agent Richard Johnsen produced this bullet which had been handed to him by someone at the hospital who had stated that it was not known whether or not the President had been placed on the stretcher where the bullet was found.  [11/26/63, date of report] FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr. and James W. Sibert, given by Inquest, Epstein, Bantam Edition, 9/21/66, p. 171

11/29/63
Dallas - Dallas Morning News said Oswald's mother said he was questioned three times by the FBI before the President was slain.

The first time was in Ft. Worth in 1962, right after Oswald returned from Russia; the second in New Orleans last summer, when Oswald was arrested for distributing pro-Castro literature, and the last time was after the family moved to Irving last September, the paper said.  UPI

11/29/63
Dallas - Oswald, who had been interviewed by the FBI only six days before [the assassination] …  Chicago Daily News, M. W. Newman and Henry Hanson

11/30/63
Dallas, [11/29] - from story on events at Parkland Hospital shortly after the assassination:

Dr. Charles James Carrico , was in the emergency room when a Secret Service agent burst through the swinging doors.  A second one, with a submachine gun cradled in his arms, was right on his heels.

The first agent asked for two portable hospital carts, … one for Governor ... Connally, the other for the President.  The agent with the gun was so agitated, his face contorted with emotion, that hospital personnel were afraid that he might open fire at any minute.

"Everybody clear out of here," he shouted.  Aubrey Rike, an ambulance driver, and his assistant, Dennis McGuire, ducked behind a desk.  Two student nurses scrambled to the floor.

A man in a business suit dashed in.  The Secret Service agent caught him with an uppercut.

Slammed back against the gray tiled wall of the emergency ward, the man slowly slid down to the floor, unconscious.  Seconds later, still dazed, he reached for his wallet.

"I've got to call J. Edgar Hoover," he said, showing his FBI credentials.

In the emergency ward office, the Secret Service had already tied up all lines.  It was nearly 10 minutes before the FBI agent was able to get his call through to Washington.  New York Times, UPI, p. 4

11/30/63
Dallas - While Americans grope with the enormity of a Presidential assassination, they also are asking questions about the details of John F. Kennedy's slaying eight days ago.

… Some answers were given by Dallas police before FBI agents took over both the investigation and the physical evidence and immediately halted progress reports.  AP, Robert E. Ford

12/2/63
Washington -- The FBI hopes to send to President Johnson this week its report on the assassination of John F. Kennedy and the subsequent slaying of the man accused of firing the fatal shots.

It will be a narrative account in minute detail of other FBI investigative reports, it will stick to positive statements of what actually happened, dismissing baseless rumors by not mentioning them.

... It is expected to state that Oswald, acting alone, killed Kennedy, and that Jack Ruby, acting alone, shot Oswald.

... The FBI report is sure to be the cornerstone of its [the Warren Commission's] investigation.  AP, 12:33 p.m. CST, Joseph E. Mohbat

12/3/63
Washington - The FBI questioned Lee Harvey Oswald several times in the months prior to President Kennedy's assassination and was aware of his presence in the Dallas area, it was learned yesterday.  The last time the FBI questioned Oswald was 8/10/63.

Officials said the FBI would not normally notify the Secret Service that someone it had questioned was in a city the President planned to visit - unless the person had voiced a threat to the life of the President.  San Francisco Examiner, Herald Tribune News Service
12/3/63
Fort Worth - Mrs. Marguerite Oswald ... yesterday charged that the FBI had shown her a picture of Jack Ruby the night before Ruby killed her son.

The FBI denied the claim, saying it was the picture of another man who was not identified.

… Mrs. Oswald gave this account of how the FBI showed her the picture she claimed to be of Ruby:

She said that at 6:30 p.m. 11/23, an FBI agent with another man knocked on the door where she and her daughter-in-law were staying.

She stated the agent said to her, "Mrs. Oswald, I would like to ask you a question."

"He had a picture cupped inside his hand and asked me if I had ever seen that man before," she said.  "I told him ‘No sir, believe me, I never have.'  Then he left.

"A few days later, I walked into the room where I was staying and in front of my son Robert and a lot of witnesses, I picked up a paper and when.  I turned it over I said 'This is the picture of the man that the FBI agent showed me.'

"I did not even know at the time that he was the man who shot my son.  I was told that the picture was Mr. Jack Ruby."  San Francisco Examiner, AP and Hearst Headline Service
12/3/63
Washington - .[Paraphrase.]  Exhaustive FBI report now nearly ready, basic documentary, but small leads and tips still being checked.  Shows Oswald was the one and unaided assassin.  First and third shots struck President, either could have killed him.  Second shot missed him and hit Connally.  About 5½ seconds elapsed between the first and third shots, but believed he could have aimed and fired that rapidly.  All 3 came from same direction, behind and slightly to the right of President's car, giving assassin a target moving approximately in direction of his line of fire.  Ballistics studies indicate same rifle fired all three shots.  AP, 1:52 a.m. EST, Sterling F. Green, without naming source.

12/3/63
Washington – Story on FBI report now nearly ready for the White House:

The report has been described as a narrative in minute detail, sticking to established facts and dismissing, by omission, the dozens of rumors and theories which have been run down and found to be baseless.  AP, Sterling F. Green, 1:52 a.m. EST

12/4/63
Dallas - The FBI asked that Eastman Kodak laboratories in Dallas send memos with all processed film requesting the owner to contact the FBI immediately if the film included shots of the assassin, a company spokesman said.  AP, Jerry Pillard, 2:51 p.m. CST

12/4/63
Washington - J. Edgar Hoover cautioned civil rights leaders today to beware of Communist attempts to infiltrate the rights movement.

And the FBI director - omitting any direct reference to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, - delivered a scathing attack on political extremists, hate-mongers and the general state of American morality today.  San Francisco Chronicle, Editorial

12/5/63
... Not only did the leak of the FBI's essential finding in the Oswald case by-pass the President of the United States, which is bad enough, but it pre-empted the very work of the commission headed by Chief Justice Warren, to investigate the assassination.

... The Chronicle concluded that the dispatches could only have sprung from an official leak by the Department of Justice, of which the FBI is a part.  San Francisco Chronicle
12/6/63
... Oswald first came to the FBI's attention when, he tried to defect to Russia in 10/59.  On 8/10 this year the FBI interviewed him again, in New Orleans, after he had been arrested for passing out pro-Castro leaflets.  On 9/26, Oswald went to Mexico and stayed for one week trying to get a visa either to Cuba or to the Soviet Union, and likely, U.S. agents were again interested in what he was up to.

But the fact seems to be that whoever was keeping an eye on Oswald before he returned to Dallas quit when he got there.  The FBI did not advise the Dallas police that he was in town - if they themselves knew his whereabouts.  Dallas police insist, "We never heard of him until after the shooting." …  Life, End to nagging Rumors, Paul Mandel

12/7/63
Dallas [12/6] - It was established, meanwhile, that the Federal Bureau of Investigation knew at least two weeks before the assassination that Oswald worked in the building from which the fatal bullets were fired.  New York Times, Joseph A. Loftus

12/7/63
Washington, 12/6] - ... Justice Department officials confirmed today that while Federal inquiries are proceeding, the press is being kept from ... Marina Oswald.  She is being closely questioned by the [FBI].

Mrs. Oswald is in the custody of the Secret Service in Dallas.  It was understood unofficially that the Secret Service did not make the original objection to press interviews with her.

The Justice Department felt it was both unwise and unsafe to risk publicizing her at this time.  New York Times, Anthony Lewis

12/7/63
Dallas, 12/6] - Oswald's wife is still in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area but whether she is being held against her will could not be learned.  Two days ago she agreed to talk to a newsman, but the FBI intervened before the meeting took place.  New York Times, Joseph A. Loftus

12/7/63
Dallas - Mrs. Ruth Paine told the Associated Press the two [FBI] agents visited Oswald's wife sometime after 10/4 and again sometime after 10/16."  It was on the second visit, she said, that she told of Oswald's employment location and where he lived in Dallas.

“I first assumed they were here to see Lee," she said, "but that was not he case."

... “They did not seem particularly interested in Lee," she added.

... "The two agents were making what they called a 'courtesy call' on Marina," Mrs. Paine said.  "I understand they visit all immigrants from behind the iron curtain and invite them to tell of any attempts at blackmail or other threats against relatives left behind in Europe."  AP, 1:05 a.m. CST

12/8/63
Long story on Secret Service and its problems in protecting presidents.

... The service has never boasted about its record and it is silent now in the fact of its failure.  Late in the afternoon of the fateful Friday Kennedy was shot on a Dallas street, Secret Service chief James J. Rowley - who was appointed to the job by Kennedy - prepared a statement for the press, but it was never issued and he has not divulged what it contained.

... A computer system could be set up on a geographic basis so that agents could quickly obtain the names of all potentially dangerous persons in a given area in advance of a president visit.

However, this system probably would have failed in the case of Oswald since the latest FBI report placed him in New Orleans.

...  The service, incidentally, believes that Oswald took the job a couple of months before only because he needed work, and that it was only a coincidence that it put him in a position to shoot the President.  AP, 2:27 p.m. EST

12/9/63
Justice Department sends Warren Commission its report on the assassination and subsequent killing of Oswald.

12/10/63
Washington, [12/9] - The Federal Bureau of Investigation gave the Secret Service a "risk" list of Dallas individuals in advance of President Kennedy's fatal trip but the list did not include the name of Lee H. Oswald.

… Oswald was not under surveillance by the F.B.I. at the time of President Kennedy's visit to Dallas 11/21 [sic], the FBI noted.  Months of checking by the FBI had indicated that Oswald was neither a spy nor a saboteur.  That, it was said, covered the statutory area of FBI responsibility.

… For the FBI to have kept Oswald under surveillance, this [official] source said, "there would have to be some reason, and the only reason in his case, was he a spy or saboteur?  In Oswald's case there was absolutely no indication whatsoever he was an agent."  New York Times, Joseph A. Loftus

12/12/63
Mrs. [Marguerite] Oswald released to the press 16 of the 18 letters she received from her son during his stay in the Soviet Union.  Two of the letters were withheld by the FBI.  National Guardian, Jack A. Smith

12/14/63
There was an important backstage byplay when the FBI submitted its report to the Presidential Commission investigating the assassination of John F. Kennedy.

The fact was that J. Edgar Hoover ... wanted to publish the report immediately.  This would have got the jump on a commission that actually is investigating the FBI.

...  Note - When the Presidential Commission stepped in to prevent publication, an official FBI leak let certain conclusions out to the press.  San Francisco Chronicle, Drew Pearson

12/16/63
... There were questions about Federal authorities as well, though mostly of an ex post facto sort.  Should the FBI have fingered Oswald?  It knew his past as a defector and a Fidelista.  It knew he was in Dallas.  But the Bureau saw no reason to consider Oswald dangerous.  Nor was he under FBI surveillance; when Dallas authorities suggested that he was, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover threatened to make a personal denial.  Even so, the Bureau was sensitive to the second-guessing.  "Are we supposed to lock up everyone with schizophrenic tendencies whenever the President comes to town?" an agent asked.  "There must be 250,000 in New York alone."  …  Newsweek, p. 26-7 [on opening of Warren Commission proceedings].

12/17/63
Washington, [12/16] - The commission investigating the assassination of President Kennedy made clear today that it plans a searching inquiry going beyond existing Government reports.  [See FBI, 6/29/64. AP, 11:11 p.m. EDT]

Chief Justice Earl Warren … announced that the group was calling on the Federal Bureau of Investigation for all the materials underlying the report it submitted a week ago.

The Chief Justice also said the Commission had no plans now to release any part of the FBI report or summary of it.  He had said earlier that there probably would be a preliminary statement from the Commission on the Bureau's findings.

These developments reflected the fact that the FBI report did not answer all the questions about the assassination.  New York Times
12/17/63
Washington, [12/16] - … It has been theorized that there may have been a second person shooting at Mr. Kennedy in addition to Lee H. Oswald, the alleged assassin.

The FBI has found no evidence that such a second rifleman exists, but it is hard to prove that none did.  The Bureau did not address itself to the problem in the report submitted to the Commission last week.

The report takes a firm position against various reports that at least one of the bullets that hit Mr. Kennedy had come from in front of him.

Such a theory would conflict with the fact that Oswald was allegedly firing from a window above and behind the President.  New York Times
12/17/63
Washington [story on what "a reliable source familiar with autopsy findings reported" regarding the shots that struck President Kennedy]:

Many observers were puzzled from the outset by the report of a throat wound, since it was well established that the assassin was firing from above and behind the President.  AP, Frank Cormier, 12:13 a.m. EST

12/19/63
Washington, [12/18] - Description of what pathologists [at Bethesda] were said to have found in an autopsy on President Kennedy's body:

The account, printed in The Washington Post, gave detailed support to the Federal Bureau of Investigation's finding that two bullets had hit Mr. Kennedy from the rear.  The FBI came to this conclusion in its report on the assassination.

The pathologists were said to have found that a first bullet hit the President in the back of the right shoulder, five to seven inches below the collar-line.  The bullet lodged in the body.  … It caused a hematoma, or a pooling of blood, inside the neck and shoulder muscles.

The second shot, it was said, hit the right rear of Mr. Kennedy's head and caused such destruction as to be "completely incompatible with life."  A fragment of this bullet, according to the report, passed out the front of the throat.  This presumably would account for various reports suggesting - on the basis of the hurried observations of doctors in Dallas after the shooting ... that there was an "entry wound" in the front of the throat.  The FBI, in its report … stated flatly that both bullets had come from the window where Oswald assertedly was.  Lane brief, National Guardian
12/19/63
The FBI, having completed its investigation, has submitted what amounts to its findings and conclusions as well.  The verdict, deftly and covertly divulged to the press, and then blared forth throughout the world, is impressively simple: "Oswald is the assassin.  He acted alone."  This remarkable law enforcement and investigatory agency, unable to solve a single one of the more than 40 Birmingham bombings, is now able to function as investigator, prosecutor, judge and jury
.  …

The FBI investment in a Warren Commission finding identical with its own cannot be emphasized too boldly.  Should the Warren Commission reach and publish a conclusion substantially different from the one submitted so publicly by the FBI, public confidence in the FBI would be so shaken as, in all likelihood, to render the FBI as it is now constituted, almost absolutely useless.  One can assume that the FBI wishes to avoid that result.  Lane brief, National Guardian
12/19/63
After Oswald's death, the FBI acted to prevent certain information from reaching th4public.  "Most private citizens who had cooperated with newsmen reporting the crime have refused to give further help after being interviewed by agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation."  [New York Times, 12/6]  Lane brief, National Guardian
12/21/63
Dallas - Immediately after the psychiatrists left Ruby's cell today, two FBI agents visited him for about three hours.  Ruby's lawyers remained in the cell with the agents.  AP
12/21/63
... If the entry wound in the throat presents any problem to the FBI in analyzing the crime, the agency has not indicated this by its actions.  Dr. McClendon said a few days ago [12/9] that no official investigators from the FBI or anywhere else, had questioned the surgeons at Parkland Hospital about their observation of the throat wound. ...  The New Republic, Commentary of an Eyewitness, Richard Dudman, p. 2 of typed copy

12/23/63
Report From the FBI [story on gaps in FBI report].  Newsweek, p. 19

12/23/63
Yet it did contain some disappointments for Justice Department officials who screened it before passing it on to the Commission - not in what it says but in what it leaves unsaid.  … For senior Justice hands - and for top FBI officials as well - the report leaves too many questions unasked or unanswered beyond the recurring phrase, "There is no evidence.”  …  "But if that FBI report came out now, as it is," one administration official told Newsweek's Jay Iselin, "the press would raise the roof at the things left unanswered."  Newsweek, Report from the FBI, p. 19

12/24/63
New York – [from article by George Morris, staff writer for The Worker, in this week's issue]

An article in The Philadelphia Inquirer on 12/8 had reported "the FBI tried to recruit Oswald as an undercover informant in Castro groups two months before Mr. Kennedy's assassination."  Oswald's mother was said to have asserted that Joseph Hosty, a Dallas agent, visited her son in September and they had a long talk in Mr. Hosty's car after which Oswald told her "Hosty wanted him to be an informant."  New York Times, Peter Kihss











































