Description


11/22/63
Ft. Worth - Soon after President Kennedy was assassinated today in Dallas, a white man in his mid 20s was arrested in the Riverside section of Fort Worth in the shooting of a Dallas policeman.

The man, who has black curly hair and who wore a red shirt, denied that he was connected with the assassination of the President.

His hands were handcuffed and he was taken to Ft. Worth city jail.  AP, 2:18 p.m. CST

11/22/63
2nd add arrest - Oswald is a bout 5-foot-9, weighs approximately 160 pounds, has blond hair and is balding and he was dressed in ragged-looking trousers and a sports shirt.  AP, 2:54 p.m. CST

11/22/63
AP corrected A141, eliminating a paragraph which had said "He has rather sharp features, dark, intent eyes, is blond and is slightly balding.  AP, 7:51 p.m. CST

11/22/63
Side II, at 89' - Voice of Mrs. Earlene Roberts: "[Oswald] rushed in in his shirtsleeves and got a short coat and went back out."

Side II, at 115'+ Mrs. Roberts: "He come in, got a short white coat and went on back out in a hurry  ... KLIF tape, The Fateful Hours
11/22/63
On tape at 463': Description of man who shot Tippit, by narrator, as introduction to taped statement by Mrs. Ann McCreavy on the shooting. Narrator describes him as "a fair-haired young man in shirt sleeves", with no indication of source of description.

Mrs. McCreavy not called to testify by Commission.  BBC tape, The Day the President Died
11/23/63
Dallas  … At 6:35 p.m. he was taken down to the third floor homicide bureau.  He wore black slacks, black loafer shoes, a white undershirt and an olive plaid sports shirt, unbuttoned.  …  New York Times, Gladwin Hill

11/23/63
Dallas - Oswald was seized by another officer.

Oswald wore a white shirt and dark trousers.  Police said their first description was that he was wearing a brownish-colored jacket.  Such a jacket was found in a parking lot of a funeral home near the theater where he was seized.  UPI
11/23/63
A same date: a man in a brown shirt had just dashed into a movie theater … [When was brown shirt or jacket discarded?]  New York Times

11/22/63
Dallas - [Oswald: is about 5 feet, 9 inches tall and weighs about 160.  He has black hair, sharp features and a mouth that presses tightly together when he is angry and defiant.  AP, 1:50 p.m. CST, Peggy Simpson

11/23/63
Dallas - Kennedy was shot at 12:31 p.m.  Mrs. R.C. Roberts, who works at the rooming house, said a friend called her at 12:45 to say the president had been shot.

Suddenly, she said, in rushed Oswald, "on the dead run."

"He ran to his room, came running back with a gray zipper jacket and out the door."

He ran toward a bus stop, Mrs. Roberts said.  NewsCB, UPI, AP

See Description 4/64, The Fateful Hours

11/23/63
Dallas, [11/22]  ... Three shots had been fired.  Within moments, the police received a tip that a man in a brown shirt had just dashed into a movie theater a short distance from the building where the rifle had been found, the Texas School Book Depository.

Patrolmen J. D. Tippit and M. N. MacDonald ran into the rear of the theater in close pursuit.  When they spotted the man, Patrolman Tippit fired a shot.  It was returned by the suspect, identified as Oswald.

The patrolman was hit by the return fire and died instantly.  …

Dazed and sullen, Oswald was taken to a police station.  Be was wearing a white shirt and dark trousers.  A patrolman carried a .38-caliber revolver that had been found on the suspect.  New York Times

11/23/63
Dallas - Oswald in [jail], dressed in white tee shirt and khaki trousers …  AP, Peggy Simpson

11/29/63
Dallas - "Oswald came in running like the dickens," recalls Earlene Roberts, 68, the housekeeper.

"He got a tan coat and ran out," she said.

… Witnesses ... said Tippit stopped a bushy-haired man about 30, wearing a white cotton jacket rather than a tan coat.  This didn't sound like Oswald, but several witnesses later confirmed he was the man.

…
Oswald, when produced after his capture by police, was wearing a plaid shirt over a white t-shirt and dungarees.  Chicago Daily News,  M. W. Newman and Henry Hanson

11/29/63
…  The assassin was gone.

But a Negro boy gave police a description of a man who had been seen leaving the building a few minutes earlier.  At 12;36, an all-points pickup went over the radio to watch for a "white male, about 5 ft. 10 in, tall, weighing 160 to 165 pounds, about 30 years old."  Time, p. 24

12/11/63
Washington [12/10]  Brown threads caught on an assassin's rifle helped to weave what the FBI considers a conclusive case against Lee Harvey Oswald ...

Government sources disclosed … that the threads, identified as from Oswald's shirt, were found snagged in the mechanism of the Italian-made bolt action rifle which also bore his palm print.  San Francisco Chronicle, AP

12/14/63
Lee Oswald slipped out of the building, his absence noticed only after police took a roll call of all building employees.  The police then broadcast an alarm:  "Unknown white male, 30, slender build, 5-0, 160 pounds, thought to be carrying a 30-06 or 30-30 rifle."  Saturday Evening Post, Ben H. Bagdikian

12/?/63
"I don't know if it means anything, but I'm missing a man, a young fellow named Lee Oswald." said R. S. Truly ... to a policeman.  The alarm went out: pick up Lee Harvey Oswald.  Male.  White.  About five-foot-six, l30 pounds, 24 years of age.  Dark hair.  Wearing dark jacket …

[At his rooming house] Oswald changed his dark jacket for a light colored one. The Torch is Passed, p. 23

12/?/63
… Mrs. Helen Markham was waiting for a bus.  She saw a police car halt down the street.  Officer J. D. Tippitt got out.  He went toward a man whom Mrs. Markham remembers as being about 30 with a white coat and bushy hair. The Torch is Passed, p. 26

2/9/63
In affidavit written by police [a standard procedure] and signed by witness to Tippit shooting, the killer was described as "white, young, male".  The witness, a woman, told Lane [?] killer was also "bushy-haired, short, stocky".  Lane talk
2/21/64
In the morning [11/22] Oswald rose without waking his wife or Mrs. Paine.  Dressed in a brownish-red shirt and gray trousers.  …  Life, p. 78

3/8/64
[describing Oswald's capture at Texas Theater]

... "Just inside the theater we were met by a shoe store salesman who had seen the suspect run into the theater without paying for a ticket and could identify him.   This shoe salesman went to the stage with me, peeped through the curtain and identified the suspect, who, he said, was wearing a brown shirt.  It was Oswald.  He was sitting in the back of the theater, alone.  There were only about 10 or 15 people in the entire downstairs section.  ...

... As I got within one foot of the suspect,. I saw he was sitting calmly with his hands on his lap.  He was wearing a brown shirt, with a white T-shirt underneath, and dark trousers ..."  Parade [Oakland Tribune] The Man Who Captured Lee Oswald, Lloyd Shearer. [Feature on Officer M. N. McDonald.]

4/64
"... He rushed in in his shirt sleeves and got a short coat ... a short white coat.  ... he went on back outside in a hurry.  When I looked out the window he was standing at the bus stop -- there's a bus stop right outside the door. ..."

"Waiting for a bus?"

"I suppose so, but I didn't see him board a bus."

[From notes taken in 4/64, from The Fateful Hours, a Capitol Custom record [RB-2278) by KLIF, Dallas, issued earlier in the year.  [taped copy on file]  [on tape at 89 and 115 feet, side II.]

[Time not given. Interview with Mrs. Earlene Roberts regarding Oswald's hasty visit to his room.]

[See Description, 11/23/64, News CB]

9/64
Oswald's description was broadcast by the Dallas police only 12 minutes after the President was shot.  … at 12:43 p.m.  The Minority of One, 16 Questions, on the Assassination, Bertrand Russell, p. 8

10/3/64
The Commission concedes that it is unable to determine how Oswald's description was sent out by the police.

All they need do, one suspects, is to ask the police officer who dispatched it about its origin.  Instead, they conclude that the description dispatched at 12:45 p.m. described Oswald as "white, slender, weighing about 165 pounds, about 5 feet 10 inches tall, and in his early thirties"  [p. 144].  "Probably," says the Commission, the description came from Howard L. Brennan. Brennan claims that he was more than 100 feet from the Depository and that he saw the upper portion of Oswald's body while Oswald stood at a sixth floor window.

How could Brennan judge a man's height when he saw only a portion of his body?  The sworn statement made by Brennan to the police on 11/22/63, according to the Commission, made no reference to Oswald's height [p. 144] and gave a different weight.  It seems then that the Commission’s guess that the police description “probably” came from Brennan is inaccurate.  National Guardian, Mark Lane
