Conspiracy, 1968


1/9/68
Turner - ... heart attack pills.  They slip it in your drink and 24 hours later you have a heart attack.  …  William Turner, interviewed by Owen Spann, KGO
3/1/68
LA Free Press prints long interview with Roger Craig and Penn Jones, Jr.  Craig tells of deputy who is expert rifleman stationed by Becker on roof of Records Building after Decker has told all officers merely to observe, not to take part in security.  Identified Edgar Eugene Bradley as the man who said he was a Secret Service agent.  Saw Oswald leave and be picked up in light green [not white] station wagon, later identified Oswald who then lamented that "Everybody will know who I am now."  Saw woman leaving in station wagon from parking lot, which had to be left unlocked unless she had a key, turned her over to another officer, never heard of her again.  Believes Oswald was supposed to be shot escaping from Texas Theater, Bill Alexander on hand with many officers.  Mauser found on Texas School Book Depository roof.  Shells on Texas School Book Depository floor found close together and no paper Bag there.  Rifle had to have been dropped in stack of books. Etc., etc.  LA Free Press
3/28/68
I now want to bring up a matter I cannot prove, though I am willing to give the Committee the name of the witness who will confirm it.  This is that a few days after the assassination of Kennedy, Secretary McNamara, with the support of McGeorge Bundy and Secretary Rusk, urged on the new President the need for “a decisive commitment" in Vietnam, and insisted - over Johnson's reluctance to be rushed quite that fast into so important a decision - that it had to be made quickly.  This is known to quite a few insiders, and it is perhaps one reason why in an earlier period Senator Morse - who is, I might say in passing, not the source of this information - used to call it "McNamara's war."  The Committee ought to recall McNamara and insist that he clear up the whole question of just when this major step-up in the war was initiated.  For all this goes back to the question not just of decision making in a crisis but of crisis-making to support a secretly pre-arranged decision.  Here the war-making power of Congress was clearly usurped by a private cabal in the executive department, which was soon to confront Congress and the country with a fait accompli, and to do so within a few months after Johnson was reelected on the pledge not to do what this inner circle had already decided he would do.  New York Review, McNamara and Tonkin Bay: the Unanswered Questions., I. F. Stone

4/4/68
William Turner, speaking in Mill Valley, Calif., [3/26]:

· What happened to records of eight arrests made by the Dallas police after the assassination?  Who were these people and why were they freed?

· Why did a man called Oswald apply for a job in a parking garage and make remarks about how you could see all of Dallas from the Depository Bldg?

· Why did Oswald have a driver's license if he didn't drive?  And what happened to it after [he] was shot?  Corte Madera [CA] Courier

4/4/68
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. shot and killed by sniper in Memphis, TN.  Had come to Memphis to organize support for sanitation workers on strike since 2/12/68; a week before had led a march on behalf of the strikers.

Police Director Frank Holleman says [AP, San Francisco Examiner - no direct quote] that a single white man, following an apparently well-planned procedure , was the assassin of Dr. King.

4/5/68
Attorney General Ramsey Clark says "substantial leads" have been developed in the hunt for Dr. King's killer, tells newsmen in Memphis "there is no evidence at this time of any conspiracy."

For possibility of conspiracy in death of Dr. King, see King file.  

4/7/68
James Tague's story, signed by him.

"My eyewitness impressions given to the Warren Commission were pushed and pulled around to make them conform to the one-assassin theory, I can't go for that theory."

"I keep remembering a station wagon in the rail yard, backed up against a fence adjacent to the park.  Several spectators saw it after the shooting, and wondered at the large number of overlapping footprints on the muddy ground by the tailgate - as if someone had waited there a long time.  Yet when officers went to see who owned it, perhaps to search the car, it was gone."  National Enquirer
5/7/68
Hours after Dr. Martin Luther King was shot to death, in Memphis, Ramsey Clark, the attorney general, flew down to Memphis and assured the American people that there was no conspiracy, a lone assassin was on the run, his arrest was hours away.  He's not yet been arrested, and it's a long long time since that shot was fired.

At the time that Clark said the man is on the run, there was absolutely no evidence available to give the federal government a clue as to who that man was.  And FBI agents have said since that time they did not know what Clark was talking about: "No one was on the run, because we didn't know whom we could possibly be looking for."

In a recent Evans and Novak column they said the question has come up in Justice Department conferences where Clark has been asked why he said we have a man on the run and will arrest him any minute.  And he said, "I have to say it in order to preserve the national tranquillity.  Although I knew what I was saying was completely untrue, it was necessary."  Thus, it is evident that the view our leaders now take of us is that it is essential for them to lie to us continually.  Mark Lane, at Contra Costa College talk given at San Pablo, CA  transcribed from tape, which do not have.

5/7/68
The FBI told Willis his slide No. 8 was very valuable because it showed Ruby at Texas School Book Depository.  [Willis Exhibit. 1, Hearings XXI, p. 771.]

All.[?] eight witnesses on railroad overpass said they saw a puff of smoke from behind the wooden fence.   Hearings XXVI, p. 313, letter from Hoover to Rankin: white smoke visible when rifle tested under daylight conditions.  Mark Lane at San Pablo, CA

5/28/68
Alfred Goldberg discusses at a security studies seminar subjects such as demonologists and conspiracy theories, which he scoffs at.  Suggests four possibilities re Oswald: 1, he was guilty and did it alone; 2, he was the victim of mistaken identity and was innocent; 3, was innocent but framed by the police, and 4, was a member of a conspiracy and may or may not have participated in the shooting.

Goldberg, the Warren Report historian, says "conspiracies are like elves.  You have to believe in them to know they're there."  UCLA Daily Bruin
5/31/68
An account of Dr. Timothy Leary's theory that because millions learned of the JFK assassination at once because of television, it "blew the global mind" and was merely the culmination of 2000 years of "the long bad trip of Christianity."  LA Free Press
6/5/68
AP story timed off at
RFK shot.  1215 APD

Suspect refuses to identify himself. Police say they do not know who he is.  321 APD

Ramsey Clark announces he has ordered FBI to investigate.  [346 APD]

Justice Dep't announces that suspect's fingerprints had been sent to Washington by FBI in Los Angeles.  445 APD

Clark says that "according to information we have at this moment we have no evidence of conspiracy."  [656 APD]

Sirhan identified in Los Angeles.  1037 APD

Mayor Yorty says identification was made by Sirhan's brother, Adel, who was traced through gun.  1041 APD

6/5/68
Robert Kennedy wins California primary.  Had implied he would withdraw from race if he did not win in California.  After victory speech [Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles] is shot in head approximately 12:15 a.m. PDT.  Dies without regaining consciousness, 6/6/68, 1:44 a.m. PDT.

Suspect, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, seized at scene immediately after shooting, pistol in hand.

San Francisco Examiner, combined reports of AP and UPI: "Before Sirhan's identification Attorney General Ramsey Clark said the Justice Department and the FBI were investigating every angle but that ‘at the moment' there was no indication of a conspiracy."

6/5/68
The National Violence Commission [originally named The National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence] is established by President Johnson 6/5/68 [Unrelated story, New York Times 12/4/69, says Commission was established by President Johnson 6/10/68.], the day Robert Kennedy was shot and before he died 6/6/68.

The report of the Commission is issued in sections, that dealing with assassinations being made public 11/2/69.  This section emphasizes that recent assassinations in the United States were non-conspiratorial, and says that historically "the evidence … is overwhelming" that no Presidential assassination - with the exception of the abortive attempt on the life of President Truman - has been demonstrated to be the result of a conspiracy.

The Commission says that before Robert Kennedy was killed, "it might have been hypothesized in 1968 that the next assassin to strike at a President - or presidential candidate, as it turned out - would have most of the following attributes ... "  With a few minor exceptions, the attributes listed conform to the official description of Oswald.

Material on The National Violence Commission is filed Robert Kennedy (b), 6 /6/68 et seq., and 11/3/69, which includes excerpts from the Commission's report on assassinations.

6/7/68
Hong Kong [AP] - North Vietnam's army newspaper said today Senator Robert F. Kennedy was killed because he was leading the U.S. presidential race and, if elected, would have reopened the investigation into the 1963 assassination of his brother, President John F. Kennedy.  …

[From broadcast, Hanoi radio.]  New Orleans States-Item
6/7/68
New York [UPI] - ... Sander Vanocur, an NBC television newsman and friend of the Kennedy family, ... on a network broadcast last night ... described Edward Kennedy as angry over his brother's assassination [RFK].  ... "He does not know whether it is the act of a single person, or whether this is the act of a conspiracy."

From another version of same story: "They don't know, they don't - they do not know, to put it clumsily.  But from him, from others in the plane, one got the impression - it's no more than that - that there's kind of a pattern, faceless men - that's the phrase I heard."

See also 6/10/68.

From same story:

The late Sen. Robert Kennedy's press secretary, Frank Mankiewicz, later indicated the Kennedys were disturbed by Vanocur's reporting of events during the flight.

"Everyone on the plane was there on the basis of friendship," Mankiewicz said.  "There were only friends, colleagues and staff members.  Nobody was there as a reporter.

"The plane was private and that is how we view it.  We are not going to comment on anything said on the airplane."  San Francisco Examiner

6/10/68
Beirut [Lebanon] - ... Newspaper readers are also being informed the assassination [of RFK] was a Central Intelligence Agency plot.  In Beirut's Al Moharrer, a story charges the killing was a conspiracy of the CIA and "Jewish financial houses."

The CIA, the story says, wanted to stop Senator Kennedy from reaching the White House because he would then "expose" a CIA role in the assassination of President Kennedy in 1963. Jewish interest in the assassination, the newspaper says, was motivated by "business rivalry" with the Kennedy family interests.  San Francisco Examiner, John Harris

See Conspiracy, 6/7/68.

6/14/68
Who pulled the trigger that killed Robert Kennedy is only a detail.  What's important is who wanted him dead, and why.

The same holds true for John Kennedy, Malcolm X, Medgar Evers, Martin Luther King and scores of others less famous.

We are having a civil war.  Two forces are contending for domination - those who want to preserve the present social and economic system, and those who want to change it.  The two Kennedys, Malcolm, Evers, King and the others were on the side of changing the system.  LA Free Press, Robert Gover

[See Elliot Mintz, LA Free Press, 6/14/68]

6/15/68
New York Times columnist Jack Gould calls an irresponsible orgy of conjecture author Truman Capote's suggestion on Johnny Carson show 6/13/68 that Oswald, Ray and Sirhan all might have been part of a vast Manchurian Candidate conspiracy to disrupt the United States by killing off its leaders one by one.  New York Times 

6/21/68
See long interview with Augusto Marcelli, correspondent for Paese Sera and L'Europeo who tells of meeting in Chicago early in 1963 in which Cubans plotted to kill JFK; how he wrote about it and afterward was threatened and shot at in New York.  Interview, just after killing of RFK, makes it plain he regards both assassinations and that of Dr. King as part of the same program, with more to come if anyone threatens to call off the cold war and thus inhibit the war economy.  LA Free Press
6/17/68
Rio de Janeiro - U.S. Ambassador John W. Tuthill has criticized Brazilian legislators for interpreting the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy as part of a conspiracy.

Tuthill heard legislators speak of a conspiracy and plots by a "military-industrial complex" in the United States at a memorial session for Kennedy in the Guanabara State Assembly last week.  …

But in his letter he said the state deputies "drew incorrect or at the very least premature, conclusions from the circumstances of his - Kennedy's - death."

Ever since the assassination of President John F. Kennedy … Brazilian newspapers have almost unanimously accepted the conspiracy theory and the shooting of Senator Kennedy and that of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. have strengthened belief in the theory.  AP

6/21/68
Truman Capote's Manchurian Candidate theory in the cases of Oswald, James Earl Ray and Sirhan Bishara Sirhan.  Time

9/68
Article points to signs of conspiracy in murders of JFK, Martin Luther King and RFK and suggests the killings may be inter-connected.  "If the assassinations were random crimes by unstable individuals unconnected with each other or with anyone else, the law of chance would decree random victims covering the whole political spectrum.  But the victims in each case were men opposed to the Vietnam war and championing, to greater or lesser degree, radical programs to redistribute wealth and power to the dispossessed."  Article also details similarities in official reaction immediately after each assassination.  Minority of One, Sylvia Meagher

9/68
"I am inclined to think that the assassinations of President Kennedy and Martin Luther King belong essentially in the same pattern of veto by assassination - in that in each case a right wing group - not necessarily the same one - deliberately eliminated a personality whom they believed to be giving leadership in a direction of change, contrary to their interests, or prejudices.  However on present information I doubt whether Robert Kennedy's assassination fits into the same picture.  It is obviously difficult to comment on this at present, but if the person apprehended and charged is in fact the assassin ... his reason would be connected rather with the use of America's power in the world outside, and the ease with which American political figures discuss and favor the application of force."  Minority of One, Conor Cruise O'Brien

10/22/68
"At the time John Kennedy was murdered we had a coup d'etat and [the assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy] were necessary to make that coup d'etat succeed."  Weisberg says there have been basic changes in policy, giving as example JFK's plan for withdrawal of troops from Vietnam.

"One of the least obvious but I think most creditable" elements which might have been involved was "the Southeast Asia boys who are really tied up in this awful mess they had created and Kennedy was stopping it."

Believes CIA responsible for deaths of King and Robert Kennedy, that there was intelligence interest in these assassinations; adds names Malcom X, Lumumba, Guevara; says that at the first Bandung conference the whole second echelon of Chinese leadership blown up by CIA bomb on plane.  "I think the most experienced assassins in the modern world are the CIA."

Does not believe Lyndon Johnson was involved in the assassination of JFK; if he had been involved, would have mortgaged the remainder of his life to those responsible.  Harold Weisberg, interview by Robin King, KNEW; tape No. 81, notes filed with tape with footage indicated.

11/68
Kennedy assassinations and political detours.

Paints in historical perspective behind both and relates each to the other.  Discusses the changes in national policy after JFK and how RFK was killed after he emerged ready to revoke some of them.  Alfred John Ferrari, p. 7

Letter to Editor by Griscom Morgan, suggesting RFK assassination may have been managed by agencies with unlimited resources to prevent disclosures about JFK killing. p. 22.  Minority of One [final issue]

