CIA


8/28/66
... Walter Craig, president of the American Bar Association, appointed as "protector" of Oswald's interests, attended two out of 51 sessions of the Commission …; the only Commission member to be present much more than 50 per cent of the time was Allen Dulles of the CIA - perhaps he had the most to protect.  Book Week, Norman Mailer, p. 2

9/8/66
... Dulles's account of his part in arranging the surrender of German armies in Italy sixteen years earlier offers important clues; it also illuminates the way in which Dulles helped set in motion the events t that we know as the Cold War.

This is not his intent, of course.  ...

... All one can do with untrustworthy subordinates, as Kennedy discovered, is fire them, as he fired Dulles.  But the firing often comes too late: Dulles's secret surrender prefigured such other zealously advocated Cold War intelligence operations as the U-2 incident and the Bay of Pigs invasion.  All three served to destroy hopes of cooperation and to poison the international atmosphere.  How, asked John Kennedy, could a man so intelligent be so wrong?  The answer can be found in a view of reality that has characterized the Cold War, a view to certain it can do no wrong that it will surrender both the national interest and simple honesty to its myopic conception of patriotism.  New York Review of Books, Review of The Secret Surrender, Allen Dulles, by Gar Alperovitz.

9/20/66
Washington - LBJ announced he nominated Vice Admiral Rufus L. Taylor, ONI expert, to be deputy director of CIA.

... Johnson followed the custom of filling the two top jobs with a civilian and a military man.  The law requires that when the No. 1 man is military, the deputy must be a civilian, but not the other way around.  Helms succeeded Vice Admiral William F. Raborn a director.  [Taylor succeeds Helms as deputy director]  AP 1142aed

See New York Times, 9/21/66 for more background on Taylor.

9/21/66
Drew Pearson - account of reorganization of intelligence agencies after Bay of Pigs fiasco.  CIA rocked by more than 200 reforms, etc.

... while some minor rivalries may have been scotched, however, a major rivalry has emerged.  Out intelligence apparatus has sprouted two ears, the CIA and the DIA, which often get in each another’s way.  … are now open rivals, competing to scoop one another with intelligence feats.  On paper the DIA is supposed to turn all its intelligence over to the CIA.  In practice, it often bypasses the CIA and furnishes intelligence directly to the President.  San Francisco Chronicle

10/66
Oswald's relationship with the State Department; full account of irregularities in handling of his passports, etc.  ["undeviating and uninterrupted record of clerical errors and administrative options which operated invariably for the benefit of the undeserving Oswald"]; suggestion that Oswald was involved with some government agency.

... But the Commission let the matter rest.  An FBI content with the "clean bill." purportedly given Oswald by the embassy, a Passport Office prepared to accept Oswald's verbal assurance that he had not given away classified data as he threatened to do, a State Department and CIA ready to believe that the Russians were not even interested in Oswald's radar secrets - those are not the familiar agencies we know and love [or loathe, according to one's inclinations].

Allen Dulles, former head of the CIA, and the other government-seasoned members of the Commission, must have known better.

Nevertheless, the Commission as a body managed to swallow and digest a gargantuan serving of clerical error, persistent coincidence, and perverse official solicitude for a man who seemingly had forfeited all claim to protection from his government.  The Commission concluded that the cuisine was delicious, and nourishing too.   Minority of One, Oswald and the State Department, Sylvia Meagher

10/66
... What rubbish: The burden of evidence in fact lends considerable credence to Marguerite Oswald's constant thesis - that her son had gone to the Soviet Union on clandestine assignment by his own government.  She made that suggestion, it should be remembered, in 1/51 [CE2681] - almost three years before the assassination of President Kennedy at the hands of unknown murderers.  The record of Oswald's relations with the State Department and other federal agencies, particularly the FBI, despite many blanks and missing links, goes a long distance toward vindicating the intuition and inferences of Oswald's mother. ... .   Minority of One, Oswald and the State Department, Sylvia Meagher

10/8/66
Washington - Senate confirms LBJ' s. nomination of Vice Admiral Rufus L. Taylor as Deputy Director of the CIA, succeeding Richard Helms.  New York Times

10/22/66
Material on Otto F. Otepka. 10/22/66 et seq.

See Computers and Automation [7/71], The Central Intelligence Agency and The New York Times, Samuel P. Thurston

Thurston quotes John R. Rarick, Representative from Louisiana, as suggesting "the misuse of the CIA to establish an underground government within our Government."

11/66
Discussion of how CIA office in St. Louis headed by prominent banker, his principal job for 15 years the recruiting of CIA personnel.

[Banker in question killed in plane crash in Idaho along with Robert Kennedy's brother-in-law.]  The Movement [SNCC, CA], Investigate Your Local CIA, Jack Minnis

11/3/66
Paid advertisement, an open letter to Senator Robert F. Kennedy from Aleksei Nicholaevich Romanoff [Goaniewski] insisting upon an interview.  New York Times

See CIA, 3/2-11/64.

Imperial Agent: The Goleniewski-Romanov Case, Guy Richards.  Devin-Adair Co., New York. 284 pp. - $8.95. [Listed with Books Received, Minority of One, 3/67.]

See CIA, 2/23/67.

See open letter, Ramparts 10/67, giving background of his case.

11/7,9/66
.A discussion of the difficulty of assessing the real effect of books, including those on the Warren Commission's work.

… [books] are thought to be useful political propaganda by various government agencies.  It was recently announced that the United States Information Agency plans to spend $6 million over the next 12 month to subsidize books that may further what it considers to be the American national interest overseas.  The Central Intelligence Agency is thought to have also had its unacknowledged hand in books, and some for domestic distribution. …  New York Times, The Effect of Books, Eliot Fremont-Smith

12/1/66
San Antonio - Marguerite interview with WOAI radio-TV.  Said she believes her son was sent to Russia in 1960 as a spy.  Said he processed for a dire need discharge from the Marines at the same time his passport was being processed, that this proves "that my son went to Russia with the full knowledge of the Marine Corps and my government."  AP cw

12/19/66
Washington, [12/18] - Senator Joseph S. Clark [D-PA] today described the "military-industrial complex", the FBI and the CIA as major threats to [the successful survival of] American democracy.

Clark charged the Federal Bureau of Investigation with posing a threat of ["blackmail, direct or indirect, on anybody who has the effrontery to say anything unkind about Mr. J. Edgar Hoover."]  The Central Intelligence Agency, he said, is necessary, but is accumulating a dangerous degree of power.  New York Times, AP
12/30/66
Hal Verb Q & A with Harold Weisberg.

Q  ... you stated you believed Cuban refugees were involved …

A:  In my first book, Whitewash, I reveal what was then known of a "False Oswald," a person or persons counterfeiting the then least important of men.  ...  In Whitewash II … I show that all of the central figures in this real-life James Bondery were engaged in preparations for an invasion of Cuba immediately before the assassination, including run-running and the actual training of men in Florida.  Does this suggest three famous initials?  The Berkeley Barb
1/13/67
... Over the past two decades, 150 resolutions introduced in Congress have testified to concern over inadequate scrutiny of the CIA's clandestine activities and intelligence evaluations.  Senator Russell and his ad hoc subcommittee of six - selected, with CIA screening, from the Senate Armed Services and Appropriations Committees - have functioned less to investigate or "control" the CIA than to shield it from its critics.  New York Times, Editorial

1/26/67
Washington, [1/24] - Hidden away somewhere is the budget that President Johnson sent to Congress Tuesday are the secret accounts of a number of Government intelligence agencies.

They are thought to be spending about $3-billion a year for activities that range from scholarly research and analysis to code breaking, from aerial spying to conventional espionage.

The Central Intelligence Agency, the best-known of these agencies, operates mostly abroad on a budget thought to be about $500-million or $600-million.  It is mentioned in the budget only for a report on completed construction projects at its headquarters in Langley, VA.  New York Times
2/14/67
Washington, [2/13] - The National Student Association, the largest college student organization in the country, conceded today that it had received funds from the Central Intelligence Agency from the early nineteen-fifties until last year.

... [The statement by Eugene Groves, president of the association] was in response to inquiries about a forthcoming article in the March issue of Ramparts magazine.  According to a Ramparts spokesman, the article discusses in detail the relationship between the student association and the CIA.

[All material on NSA and CIA filed in separate folder.  See Ramparts, March and April 1967.]

2/20/67
The disastrous effects of the systematic penetration of American educational, cultural and labor organizations by the Central Intelligence Agency daily become more apparent.

… The integrity of pro-American positions, honestly taken by groups and individuals in the worldwide battle of ideas, has been undermined.  The independence of America's private foundations has been brought into question.  In short, faith in American institutions has been besmirched in a way that would have eluded the reach of any foreign enemy.

... When a government finds it necessary to set up an agency to fight subversion with subversion everywhere, the tragic danger it opens up is that among the people it subverts are its own. ...  New York Times, Editorial

2/21/67
Langley, VA - … This rolling woodland is headquarters for the Central Intelligence Agency, the CIA, that super-secret hush-hush cloak and dagger operation people around the world link with mystery and intrigue.

... The CIA address is top secret telephone numbers are unlisted.  Cars are unmarked.  Ask officially the whereabouts of the CIA and the answer is silence.

Ask in Langley.  They will tell you it's the big building behind the "Bureau of Roads" sign.  Tourists reading a map from the local gas station can find the CIA plainly marked.  Oakland Tribune, AP
2/23/67
Book review of Imperial Agent, Guy Richards.

... And who is Goleniewski?  Well, he says he is Alexei Romanov, son of Czar Nicholas II.  ... The man is apparently a former Polish intelligence officer who sent information to the West for 33 months before defecting in West Berlin in 1960.

He has been of assistance to the CIA and he has been a thorn in the side of that agency.  For among Goleniewski's "disclosures" is that the CIA is effectively penetrated by Soviet agents who have managed to siphon off more than a million dollars in CIA funds for the use of Soviet bloc intelligence networks.

Goleniewski also says there are 18 or 19 other known agents holding down Washington assignments or jobs in American embassies overseas.  The only government agency impervious to subversion, says Goleniewski, is the FBI.

There is, however, a vast paper curtain that has descended between Goleniewski and public recognition of his services and charges.  J. Edgar Hoover's response to Goleniewski's attempt to talk with him about all this conspiracy was to send the Pole an autographed copy of his book.

[Review deals with official silence on Golaniewski.]  San Francisco Examiner, Donald Stanley

2/24, 27/67
The Johnson Administration's own investigation of the [CIA's] financial aid to private organizations is taking an intriguing turn.

Headed by Undersecretary Nicholas Katzenbach, the CIA study has been expanded to cover aid given Cuban refugee groups and several publication projects, including one dealing with the Warren Commission's inquiry into the assassination of President Kennedy.

The latter project, handled through a publishing firm, entailed the preparation of a comprehensive index by subject and name of the hundreds of persons involved in the Commission's investigation ... [Sylvia Meagher denies her Index was financed by the CIA.]

In broadening its inquiry of CIA operations, the Katzenbach committee has interestingly singled out for immediate study the agency's links to a Cuban refugee group known as JURE, which at the time of Kennedy's assassination had members in New Orleans, Dallas, Miami and Puerto Rico ... JURE ... in 1963 was headed by Manuel Ray, leftist anti-Castro leader ... Robert S. Allen and Paul Scott

[See Bill Turner, filed Garrison 8/2/68.]

2/25/67
Dallas – Times-Herald describes Marina's quiet life with husband, who how a tavern keeper.

Says federal agents apparently no longer interested in her.  AP B34

2/26/67
The CIA. problem is embarrassing and it is a disagreeable subject to talk about.  But it is so important that we cannot sweep it under the rug and try to forget about it.

The good faith of the U.S. government has been compromised by the disclosures, and whether or not we like to think about it, we cannot conduct the affairs of the United States in a cloud of suspicion.

We may begin by noting that the cloud of suspicion is mach wider than the actual operations of the CIA could possibly warrant.  Anyone with experience in the outer world must realize that the CIA is almost automatically suspected of being implicated in or of being the prime mover in all manner of happenings abroad.  It would be no exaggeration to say that outside the United States the CIA has become the universal scapegoat for any rightist activity which people on the left and in the center dislike.  LA Times, Walter Lippmann

3/4/67
CIA Editorial on CIA operations.

... The misconception behind the existence of the CIA is a simple one.  That misconception is that it is possible and proper to turn over to a group of men the kind of authority and power that the U.S. Constitution was specifically designed to prevent.  ...  The main point or principle that emerged from the work of the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention was that the biggest danger to human freedom was represented not just by bad men at the heads of bad governments but by good men who were put in positions where they were able to operate outside the law.  ...  While the full story of the CIA in practice, as apart from theory, is known only to a few, enough is now known to underscore the foresight of the American Founders.

... The Cuban episode revealed one aspect of the grave danger represented by the CIA.  This was that it could set forces in motion which could impel an American President, governed by considerations of national pride, to depart from his own basic policies.  President Kennedy had the wisdom and the courage to avoid compounding a national error.  It would be a serious mistake, however, to suppose that such qualities are automatically built into the Presidency.

... A government now exists within a government.  That interior government has not been elected.  It cannot easily be replaced or recalled.  But neither is it beyond the reach of the American people.  It will be said that the nation's security requires that further debate over the CIA be closed.  But it is precisely in the name of national security that the debate must be pursued - that is, if the national security bears any relationship to what the nation is all about.  Saturday Review, Norman Cousins


3/6,8/67
Henry J. Taylor - Oswald's trail in the State Department, in the Soviet Union.  San Francisco Examiner, 

3/10/67
A detailed account of President Kennedy's cautious but favorable response to overtures by Premier Fidel Castro of Cuba for a resumption of diplomatic relations is disclosed in a book to be published this month.  [The Reds and the Blacks, William Attwood, Editor in chief, Look magazine.]

The secret diplomatic exchanges between the two Governments began in 9/63, and ended with Mr. Kennedy's assassination.  New York Times, Henry Raymont

3/18/67
New Haven, CT - Senator Wayne Morse, D-OR, said today he doubted that the late President John F. Kennedy would have escalated the Vietnam war.

Morse told an audience at the Yale Law School that he based his opinion on a conference he had with Kennedy 10 days before he was assassinated ...

Morse said that during an informal chat on the White House lawn the President said he had undertaken "an intensive study" of the Vietnam situation. ... [Morse said] Kennedy feared that the "CIA and the State Department were sucking him into another Bay of Pigs invasion" in the pursuit of victory in Vietnam.

"The President was on his way, at least, to a re-evaluation of his policy," Morse said.  AP 901 pcs

See CIA, 4/25-26/66, 7/14/70

3/30/67
Background and career of Cord Meyer, Jr., founder of United World Federalists who joined CIA in 1951.

... "It is very difficult for him to understand that it isn't necessarily the duty of the citizen to support the CIA," one friend said.  "He feels the nation must support the CIA"  New York Times
4/1/67
Editorial on "growing evidence that the President's policy is being negated or contradicted within the Government itself."

[Public opinion] is discovering that the government itself is not of a piece on vital questions in foreign affairs and that sectors of the government can move in direct contradiction to the President.  Saturday Review, Norman Cousins

4/18/67
At 880': Caller suggested that since CIA trains guerillas it must also train-execution squads, and it would be ironical if they were the ones involved in the assassination.  Lane's reply: "I know the answer to that but I cannot tell you."  Billy Rose show, KNEW Oakland

4/25/67
New Orleans - States-Item says there is mounting evidence of CIA links in Garrison's probe of the JFK assassination.

"At least one Garrison probe figure intends to use CIA connections as part of his defense," the newspaper said.

Story said still others linked to the probe have been named as acting for the CIA as informers, couriers and munitions carriers.

Quotes Novel as telling intimates the 1961 Houma raid was " a war materials pickup made at the direction of his CIA contact."  Novel’s attorney Jerry Weiner denied Novel even had been or was now a CIA agent.

Said Novel also wrote and placed $70,000 worth of commercial ads on radio warning of Bay of Pigs invasion.  San Francisco Examiner, AP
5/8/67
New Orleans - States-Item says Garrison will seek full scale Senate inquiry into CIA's role in the Warren Commission probe.  Claims CIA and FVI cooperated in concealing facts from Warren Commission and public, and now trying to obstruct gathering of evidence.  Said Oswald's activities in New Orleans in 1963 carried on with the full knowledge and consent of the CIA and FBI.  Said he did not believe Warren Commission aware that significant evidence was being withheld.  AP A099, B75 and various reprints.

6/25/67
Describes Marc Golden as "CBS's director of program development [and a former CIA agent] ... "  Does not say when he joined CBS or when he became director.  Was he with CBS when it produced the program on the Warren Report, broadcast 6/25-28/1967?  Newsweek
7/12/67
Review of NBC special TV show on Khruschev, generally hailed as a great scoop in the broadcasting industry.  General caginess of NBC in not saying how they got film in Russia and out of the country suggests it may have been some kind of payoff for the job NBC did on Garrison. New York Times, Jack Gould

8/5/67
Robert Lewis Shayon suggests NBC's Khrushchev special could not have been made and got out of Russia without the knowledge of Soviet authorities. Saturday Review
7/23.25/67
Desmond Fitzgerald dies of "apparent heart attack" while playing tennis at Virginia home.

Joined the CIA in 1951 and after service in the Philippines and Japan became director of Latin American operations in 1961.  "A year ago, he succeeded Richard Helms who became the CIA's top man.  Under Helms, he was in charge of the operational side of the agency's work, including its clandestine activities."  Times says Esquire article, 4/66, identifies him as the man in charge of espionage activities abroad.  Agency spokesman declines comment on this.

Enlisted as private in the infantry during World War II and rose to the rank of Major, serving mainly in the China-Burma-India theater.  Was operations officer, G-2 Security, in Chinese combat command in Nanking.

Was former husband of Mrs. Marietta Tree.  AP, New York Times
9/15/67
Telephone interview with Garrison: "...the biggest lie in the history of mankind ... this is a CIA group largely.  You have John McCloy who formed [? Indistinct] the OSS which became the CIA; you have Allen Dulles who is a former head of the CIA, he was there to help see that nothing came up to embarrass the CIA, since the CIA was completely involved. ...  You have Richard Russell ... know in the Senate as the best friend of the CIA and he's of the Senate watchdog committee for the CIA.  You had Gerald Ford who's on the watchdog committee of the House for the CIA.  …"

Transcribed from tape. KNEW, Oakland, Joe Dolan

10/67
Norden quote of statement by John A. McCone, former director of the CIA [no date given]: "The Agency never contacted [Oswald], interviewed him, talked with him or received or solicited any reports or information from him or communicated with him in any manner.  Lee Harvey Oswald was never associated or connected directly or indirectly in any way whatsoever, with the Agency."  Playboy, Interview of Garrison by Eric Norden, p. 72, col. 3

[Statement made 2/13/64?]

11/10/67
From review of Harold Weisberg's Oswald in New Orleans:

Lee Harvey Oswald had a "crypto" clearance while serving in the Marine Corps in a unit whose function was highly classified.  This security clearance was considered above that of "top secret."  The Warren Report makes no mention of this.

According to Weisberg, Oswald was only officially to have had a "confidential" clearance which is the lowest grade in security clearances.  Weisberg reveals also that Oswald spent his last few weeks in the service, before his so-called "hardship" discharge, with the Criminal Intelligence Division. Berkeley Barb, Hal Verb

11/13/67
"CIA involvement in the assassination of President Kennedy was known to Federal investigators and withheld from members of the Warren Commission and the country." Harold Weisberg, press conference, San Francisco

11/14/67
Weisberg says deLesseps Morrison had been commissioned by JFK to conduct investigation of CIA's Latin-American operations; that Morrison was killed in crash of plane piloted by Hugh Ward, partner of Guy Banister [believed to have had CIA connections].  Ward and five others also killed in crash at Ciudad Victoria, Mexico, 5/22/64.

Banister died of heart attack in 6/64.  [Haynes Johnson, Oakland Tribune, 2/26/67] - AP, "The World in 1964", p. 100; Harold Weisberg, at University of California, 11/14/67; partial transcript Tape No. 64

1/9/68
Turner and Spann in discussion of "all these so-called mysterious deaths":

Spann - Some of them have been written off as very common heart attacks, and yet I found out the other day a heart attack can be simulated.

Turner - I hate to drag the CIA in at all times but in intelligence work, to get rid of somebody they call it "executive action", and the CIA as well as I'm sure opposition intelligence agencies have what are called heart attack pills.  They slip it in your drink and 24 hours later you have a heart attack.  A number that -

Spann - Now how do you know that?  The CIA has a heart attack pill?

Turner - I know this by persons who have been in the CIA that have approached me roundaboutly and I've gotten in contact with them.  I've gotten it from so many sources I believe it. William Turner, interviewed by Owen Spann, KGO
2/68
The murder of Malcolm X, the Kennedy assassination, and the CIA by Charles Williams, Black Politics, A Journal of Liberation
3/1/68
Garrison subpoenas Ex-CIA head Allen Dulles.  Good summary of alleged CIA involvement and Oswald's role as an agent with a Communist cover.  LA Free Press
See Garrison for handling of subpoena:

2/16
Dulles subpoenaed for New Orleans grand jury, to appear 7, 8 Mar. New York Times carries news of subpoena on shipping page, 2/17.

3/8
Dulles not having appeared, court order forwarded to court in Washington for appearance 3/28, 3/29.

3/12
Remarks by Lane on return of court order to New Orleans by U.S. Attorney with reply, "We decline to represent you in this matter."

5/7
Lane says return of court order is the first time federal government has interfered with serving of a subpoena.

3/27/68
As late as 6/63, the CIA was sponsoring the training of several five-man guerrilla warfare units in St. Tammany Parish near Lacombe, LA.  This was done under the auspices of the State Department and the U.S. Marine Corps.  [David] Ferrie was the Commander in charge of training many of these units.  Their ultimate goal was to launch, in unison with Cuban exiles, a second Bay of Pigs invasion.  Robert Simon [Bob Hyatt] San Francisco State College Daily Gater
5/7/68
On Drew Pearson column, no date given. [3/3/67? Column on CIA-Robert Kennedy plan to kill Castro suggests that Castro, in retaliation, plotted to assassinate JFK; "Could [Robert Kennedy] have been plagued by the terrible thought that he had helped put into motion forces that indirectly may have brought about his brother's martyrdom?"]  Column was written by Jack Anderson [who told someone in the Senate?] that it was based on a handout from the CIA, ostensibly as indication to RFK that the CIA is not afraid to release the basic information as well.

If this is the column Lane had in mind, it appeared soon after Garrison's investigation became public, 2/17/67. Lane, talk given at San Pablo, CA

6/10/68
Beirut [Lebanon] - ... Newspaper readers are also being informed the assassination [of RFK] was a Central Intelligence Agency plot.  In Beirut's Al Moharrer, a story charges the killing was a conspiracy of the CIA and "Jewish financial houses."

The CIA, the story says, wanted to stop Senator Kennedy from reaching the White House because he would then "expose" a CIA role in the assassination of President Kennedy in 1963.  Jewish interest in the assassination, the newspaper says, was motivated by "business rivalry" with the Kennedy family interests. San Francisco Examiner, John Harris
See One + ?, San Francisco, 6/7/68, New Orleans States-Item
6/14/68
Who pulled the trigger that killed Robert Kennedy is only a detail.  What's important is who wanted him dead, and why.

The same holds true for John Kennedy, Malcolm X, Medgar Evers, Martin Luther King and scores of others less famous.

We are having a civil war.  Two forces are contending for domination - those who want to preserve the present social and economic system, and those who want to change it.  The two Kennedys, Malcolm, Evers, King and the others were on the side of changing the system.  LA Free Press, Robert Gover
10/22/68
"At the time John Kennedy was murdered we had a coup d'etat and [the assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy] were necessary to make that coup d'etat succeed."  Weisberg says there have been basic changes in policy, giving as example JFK's plan for withdrawal of troops from Vietnam.

"One of the least obvious but I think most creditable" elements which might have been involved was "the Southeast Asia boys who are really tied up in this awful mess they had created and Kennedy was stopping it."

Believes CIA responsible for deaths of King and Robert Kennedy, that there was intelligence interest in these assassinations; adds names of Malcolm X, Lumumba, Guevara; says that at first Bandung conference the whole second echelon of Chinese leadership blown up by CIA bomb on plane.  "I think the most experienced assassins in the modern world are the CIA."

On guns between Robert Kennedy and the White House: Weisberg was told these were CIA guns; does not say who told him. Harold Weisberg, interview by Robin King, KNEW, tape No. 81

11/68
p.7  Kennedy assassinations and political detours, by Alfred John Ferrari.  Paints in historical background behind both and relates each to the other.  Details the changes in national policy after JFK and how RFK was killed after he emerged ready to revoke some of them.

p. 22  Letter to Editor by Griscom Morgan, suggesting RFK assassination may have been managed by agencies with unlimited resources to prevent disclosures about JFK killing.  Minority of One [Final Issue]

12/24/68
CIA - Reassuring story on CIA and Helms by Chalmers Roberts, Times-Post Service   CIA is now believed to be "fully under presidential control," with complete separation of "black operations" and intelligence gathering.

"Talk of the CIA as an 'invisible government' has waned.  Aside from the continuing major operation in Laos, the agency is involved , as far as an outsider can tell, in noting to match the daring-do of the past when it overturned the government in Guatemala, helped oust the Premier in Iran, tried but failed to oust Sukarno in Indonesia and concocted the disaster at the Bay of Pigs...  A key criticism in the Bay of Pigs[invasion] was that the CIA's intelligence-gathering functions were entwined with the operational efforts, and that the intelligence was used to prove the operation would be a success.  Now, it is contended, that umbilical cord has been cut."  San Francisco Chronicle

See similar stories 3/17 and 6/2/69.

1/29/69
Allen Dulles dies in Georgetown University Hospital, Washington, DC.  Had been ill a few weeks.  Doctors attribute death to influenza complicated by pneumonia.

See CIA, 1/30/69 ff.

8/15/69
Story says James Earl Ray claims "federal agents" who recruited him ostensibly to help overthrow Castro killed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and "used me to be the fall guy," and that he knew nothing of King being in Memphis until after King had been killed.  Ray says the "federal agents" employed him during the spring of 1968.

Story says Ray dictated the statement to his brother Jerry, who read it in a televised program on KMOR-TV [St. Louis?]. San Diego Evening Tribune, as quoted by Assassination Inquiry Committee, Volume 2, No. 3, 8/27/69, p. 1

9/5/70
Item [no source given] says James Earl Ray has disowned the statement that federal agents killed King and framed him as the assassin, attributed to him by his brother Jerry.  His lawyer, Robert W. Hill, "said in Nashville, TN, yesterday his client now wants no more visits from his brother."  New Orleans States-Item
8/25/69
Newsweek describes Marc Golden as "CBS's director of program development [and a former CIA agent] ..."  Does not say when he joined CBS or when he became director.  Was he with CBS when it produced the program on the Warren Report, broadcast 6/25 to 6/28/67?  Newsweek
10/18/69
It was recalled that the second in command at CIA headquarters in Washington was Lt. Gen. Robert E. Cushman, Jr. a Marine who commanded the First Corps at Danag during the siege of Khe Sanh. Cushman and [the U.S. Commander in Vietnam, General Creighton] Abrams were in less than perfect harmony over the employment of troops at Khe Sanh.  And there were still scores to settle between Cushman and Special Forces, whose camp at Long Vei, outside Khe Sanh, had been overrun.  Saturday Review, Horace Sutton: The Ghostly War of the Green Berets, p. 68.

12/69
... FBI agent Nat Pinkston who got onto the Texas School Book Depository fast, ... the unnamed CIA man in Parkland, 'FBI man' who tried to get into trauma room one, James Powell of Army Intelligence caught inside the Texas School Book Depository ‘when the Depository doors were sealed.'"  [Approximate date received.] Gary Schoener [Notes on Malcom X] undated, p. 2

[Authentication for above not included by Schoener.]

5/2/70
New York – [UPI] - [At a news conference yesterday, Richard Sprague,] a computer expert who analyzed 300 photographs and 25,000 frames of movies [said] President Kennedy was killed by a conspiracy involving more than 50 people, including some Dallas policemen and members of the CIA. ...  [He said] four gunmen at different sites killed Kennedy in a crossfire.  Lee Harvey Oswald ... was not one of them, he said.  San Francisco Examiner

5/23/70
The English historian Arnold Toynbee has said, more in sadness than anger, that "the transformation of America's image within the last thirty years is very frightening for Europeans.  It is probably still more frightening for the great majority of the human race who are neither Europeans nor North Americans, but are Latin Americans, Asians, and Africans.  They, I imagine, feel even more insecure than we feel.  They feel that, at any moment, America may intervene in their internal affairs with the same appalling consequences as have followed from American intervention in Southeast Asia.

"For the world as a whole," Dr. Toynbee wrote, "the CIA has now become the bogey that Communism has been for America.  Wherever there is trouble, violence, suffering, tragedy, the rest of us are now quick to suspect the CIA has a hand in it.  Our phobia about the CIA is, no doubt, as fantastically excessive as America's phobia about world Communism; but, in this case, too, there is just enough convincing evidence to make the phobia genuine.  In fact, the roles of America and Russia have been reversed in the world's eyes." Saturday Review, Norman Cousins

7/14/70
Evidence Indicates JFK Planned Vietnam Pullout, 

... About two and a half months before he died, John F. Kennedy faced a microcosm of [Nixon's problem, whether or not to withdraw from Vietnam].  It has now been revealed that he was - on the eve of his death - very close to a decision.  …

Three months later, John Kennedy was dead, and as [Senator Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island] put it in the speech which pointed up President Nixon's basic indecision, "it is a moot point whether President Kennedy would have continued to escalate our involvement if he had not been assassinated."

The point is indeed moot, though the story told above adds strength to the argument of Kennedy intimates that near the end of his life he was increasingly persuaded that the war in Vietnam served no useful American purpose.  …  New Orleans States-Item, Mankiewicz and Braden
See CIA, 4/25-26/66.

1/18-19/71
Castro Death Plot Charged to CIA

... The plot to knock off Castro began as part of the Bay of Pigs operation ...  To set up the Castro assassination, the CIA enlisted Robert Maheu, a former FBI agent with shadowy contacts, who had handled other undercover assignments for the CIA out of his Washington public relations office...  Maheu recruited John Roselli, a ruggedly handsome gambler with contacts in both the American and Cuban underworlds, to arrange the assassination...  The CIA assigned two of its most trusted operatives, William Harvey and James "Big Jim" O'Connell … to the mission.  [Attempt, by poison, failed.] ...  Four more attempts were made on Castro's life, using Cuban assassination teams equipped with high-powered rifles, explosives and two-way radios...  Roselli, Harvey, O'Connell and company had taken precautions ... to make sure not even the Cuban recruits knew the CIA was behind the plot.  Roselli posed as a representative of big oil interests which sought revenge against Castro expropriating their holdings in Cuba.  The weapons and other equipment were of foreign make, mostly Belgian, to prevent any link to the U.S.

... We spoke to John McCone, who heeded the CIA at the time of the assassination attempts.  He acknowledged the idea had been discussed inside the CIA but insisted it had been "rejected immediately."  He vigorously denied that the CIA had ever participated in any plot on Castro's life.  Asked whether the attempts could have been made without his knowledge, he replied: "It could not have happened."

We have complete confidence, however, in our sources.  New Orleans States-Item, Jack Anderson column

[Second column, 1/19/71, mentions assassination plots against Diem and Trujillo.]  But McCone, disagreeing vigorously, told us that "no plot was authorized or implemented" to assassinate Castro, Trujillo, Diem or anyone else.

7/71
… There is some information which sheds light on news handling by "The New York Times" in regard to the soft-pedaling of questions about the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.  [There are many examples besides the present one.]

One important part of this information may be found in "The Congressional Record", 4/30/69, in remarks entitled Otto Otepka: Victim of the New Team by Honorable John R. Rarick of LA, :House of Representatives, published in the "Extension of Remarks" page E3527.  These remarks follow:

Mr. Rarick:  Mr. Speaker, a long-suppressed report on the misuse of the CIA to establish an underground government within our Government has been exposed today in the Government Employees Exchange.

Reportedly the plan of the "new team" in controlling the CIA operation was to "reform" the U.S. domestic and foreign relations through the use of an "elite" who looked to the "spirit of the future" instead of the status quo.  … Computers and Automation, Samuel F. Thurston, The [CIA] and The New York Times
7/3/71
From UPI story datelined London, on BBC into of L. Fletcher Prouty, described as "A former Pentagon liaison officer with the [CIA] ... a retired U.S. Air Force colonel and the director of special operations for the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1962 and 1963": Prouty ... said Kennedy issued two directives in 1961 to limit the CIA's power but the documents never surfaced and were not implemented. ... "One of them he signed personally, explicitly stating that any operational activity of a clandestine nature would be either so small that CIA agents alone could operate it, or it would be referred to the JCS [Joint Chiefs of Staff] rather than permitting the CIA to mount something as large as the Bay of Pigs again," Prouty said. ... [Prouty] said he had handled the documents personally.  "For some strange reason, although they were issued and signed by the president, there was no implementation of them," he said.
[Story goes on to quote Prouty as saying, "I don't think Oswald by himself killed President Kennedy,"  relating this, within the context of the story, to JFK's attempts to curb the CIA.] Berkeley Gazette
5/25/72
… Back in 1963, shortly after President Kennedy's assassination, Robert F. Kennedy, while he was still Attorney-General, conducted is own investigation of the death of his brother.  That private investigation, which ran parallel with the official inquiry into the magnicide conducted by the Warren Commission, was featured by trips to this country by an Inspector Hamilton, former Chief Inspector of Scotland Yard.  Hamilton, an old friend of Joseph P. Kennedy … had been retained by Bobby to help unravel the real truth about the murder of JFK.

[Story suggests Hamilton thought CIA was involved in the assassination.]

… After Bobby's own assassination in 1968, it is not known whether Teddy has the documentation Bobby had collected in his private investigation or whether it has been destroyed.  … Washington Observer Newsletter of 4/15/72, reprinted by Midlothian Mirror

9/14-15/72
Washington - John G. Schmitz, the American Independent party presidential candidate, charged today [9/14] that there is a conspiracy of silence" surrounding the government's investigation of Arthur Bremer and the shooting of Governor George Wallace. ... Schmitz told a news conference he had asked the House Internal Security Committee, of which he is a member, to investigate allegations in a John Birch Society magazine that there was a Communist conspiracy to kill the Alabama governor and that the CIA might also be involved.  [San Francisco Examiner.]  Schmitz said he believed it was obvious that Bremer "did not act alone.  It is obvious that he had Communist connections." [San Francisco Chronicle]  After demanding an investigation by [HSIC], Mr. Schmitz also suggested that similarly inspired conspiracies were involved in the assassinations of President Kennedy and Senator Robert F. Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  [New York Times.]

[Quote from Schmitz, San Francisco Examiner 9/12/72: "(Bremer) had a mysterious, ah, what would you call it ... boss type who, interestingly enough, died in a mysterious death between George Wallace's assassination attempt and now."]  San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco Chronicle, New York Times
6/17/73
New York, [6/16] [UPI] - The late President Lyndon Johnson believed that President Kennedy was slain in retaliation for a thwarted assassination attempt by a CIA-backed team in Havana, according to a former Johnson aide.

In an article being published Sunday in the Atlantic Monthly, Leo Janos, now a Time magazine correspondent, said that Mr. Johnson told him in a conversation at the LBJ ranch a few months before he died, "I never believed Oswald acted alone, although I can accept that he pulled the trigger."

Janos quote Mr. Johnson as saying that when he took office after the assassination he found “we had been operating a damned Murder, Inc. in the Caribbean."

Janos did not quote the late President as to the specifics of the alleged CIA assassination plot in Havana, nor the target of such a plot.  …

3/10/75
Story on George O'Toole, described as a former CIA technician, who says test with psychological stress evaluator [PSE] has led him to conclude that Oswald was telling the truth when he denied having killed Kennedy.  KPFA News






