Bullets


11/22[?]/63
Time not given.  Announcement that the rifle had been found with which President Kennedy was shot - on the fifth floor of the Sexton [Texas School Book Depository Building].  One shell found in the chamber, three more shells nearby, just husks of bullets.  KLIF [Capitol Record]

11/22/63
Dallas - Dr. Robert R. Shaw, Connally's attending physician, said the Governor "seems to have been struck by just one bullet, which entered the back of his chest and moved outward, taking out and fragmenting a portion of a rib.

"The bullet emerged from his chest and struck his wrist and thigh.  …  The bullet is still in the leg.  It hasn't been removed.  This is very insignificant.  There is no injury to the left thigh."  AP, 4:24 p.m. CST

11/23/63
Dallas - A team of three surgeons removed one of the ... governor's ribs and repaired a lung cut by the rifle bullet.

… A fragment struck Connally's right wrist, fracturing it.  Other fragments struck his left leg just above the knee and lodged there. San Francisco Examiner, UPI
11/24/63
Dallas, replying to an inquiry from Washington:

Police have recovered at least one bullet, but at this instant does not know nature.  Police Chief Jesse Curry said last night that the ballistics reports are "very encouraging."  Hunting other info.  AP, 8:45 a.m. CST

At 1030 a.m. CST, Dallas messaged:

Further your 924aes, Police Chief Furry says in his opinion bullet that killed Kennedy was steel jacketed.  He said that this still not confirmed for the bullet was shattered and pieces sent to Washington for examination. AP, 10:30 a.m. CST

11/25/63
Dallas [24] -- story on evidence:

A bullet that Secret Service men removed from a-stretcher at Parkland Hospital after the shooting and two bullet fragments removed from the Presidential automobile matched bullets fired by the rifle [which] agents found in the warehouse.  The bullets were fired by a 6.5 mm Italian made Mannlicher-Carcano rifle, the agent said. New York Times, Fred Powledge

11/26/63
Washington - No bullets were removed at the Dallas hospital. AP, 1:54 p.m. CST, Frank Carey

11/27/63
Dallas, [11/26] - Dr. Kemp Clark ... said one struck [Mr. Kennedy] at about the necktie knot.  "It ranged downward and did not exit," the surgeon said.  The second he called a "tangential wound" caused by a bullet that struck the "right back of his head."

… Since one bullet did not exit it is presumed that the bullet that struck the President's head was the one recovered from the stretcher that bore the President into the hospital.  A third bullet was found in fragments in the car and is presumed by official sources to be the one that coursed through the body of Governor Connally.  New York Times, John Berbers
11/27/63
Dallas -- Story on controversy over whether one gunman could have fired three shots so quickly; various opinions pro and con are quoted, projected against 15-second film strip which shows some action both before and after the series of shots.  Paraphrase:

Dr. Kemp Clark, Parkland Hospital brain surgeon who worked on JFK, said the bullet hole in the right rear of the President's head had done such massive damage that physicians could not tell whether it had entered or I come out of the head at that point.

Dr. Clark said again yesterday that he was unable to say whether the wound in the President's neck below the Adam's apple was due to the same bullet which had coursed through the President's brain.  Be said there could have been two bullets.

On Friday after the death, Secret Service operatives picked up a bullet from the president's stretcher.  Dallas police officials said that it matched fragments in the Presidential car and constituted one of their firmest pieces of evidence that it had been fire by the rifle traced to Oswald by them.  San Francisco Chronicle, AP & UPI

11/28/63
Direct quotes from Dr. Robert R. Shaw, for which no dates are given.  Dr. Shaw was member of surgical team treating Mr. Connally, and not that attending JFK.

On tracheotomy: "They didn't have to widen the column much, they just followed the course of the bullet."  …

"The first bullet entered President Kennedy's trachea, in the front of his neck, coursing downward into his right lung.  The bullet was removed at Bethesda Naval Hospital in Maryland." St. Petersburg Times, [New York Herald Tribune]

11/29/63
Mr. Gerald A. Behn, Special Agent in Charge, White House detail, United States Secret Service, was interviewed at his office.  … Behn was ... questioned concerning the location of a bullet which had been found on a stretcher at Parkland Hospital in Dallas and which had been turned over by the Secret Service to an Agent of the [FBI] for delivery to the FBI Laboratory.  He stated that on learning of such a bullet being found at the Dallas Hospital he inquired of a group of his Agents who had returned from [Dallas] on the night of 11/22/63, and Secret Service Agent Richard Johnsen produced this bullet which had been handed to him by someone at the hospital who had stated that it was not known whether or not the President had been placed on the stretcher where the bullet was found.  [Date of Report] FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr., and James W. Sibert, dated 11/29/63, dictated 11/27/63.

12/1/63
One of the bullets struck President Kennedy in the throat at the approximate level of a necktie knot.  It ranged downwards into his body and didn't emerge.  The second smashed into the right rear of his head and was the more lethal of the two wounds, although either could have been fatal.

The bullet that struck the President's head apparently was recovered at the hospital. Long Beach Independent-Press Telegram, Three Days in Dallas, Bill Hunter

12/63
Three shots were fired.  Two struck the President, one Governor Connally.  All three bullets have been recovered - one, deformed, from the floor of the limousine; one from the stretcher that carried the President; one that entered the President body.  All were fired from the 6.5 mm Carcano carbine which Lee Oswald bought by mail last March.  Life, Memorial Edition

12/4/63
Dallas, [12/3] - Further evidence - which also tends to discount the notion of another assassin - shows that all three bullets came from the same rifle.  This was the 6.5 mm Mannlicher-Carcano that Oswald ordered last spring from a mail-order store and that bore his finger and palm prints after the assassination.  New York Times
12/11/63
Austin - Connally is recuperating from wounds received during the 11/22 assassination of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas.  One bullet tore through Connally's chest, his right wrist, and a part of the slug buried itself in the Governor's left thigh.  AP
12/17/63
That the bullet which hit the governor was said by the FBI report to the Warren Commission to be "too smashed for accurate ballistic appraisal."  New York Times, quoted by Stoughton Lynd in Liberation, 1/65, p. 18

12/17/63
Washington - The findings of pathologists who conducted a post mortem examination of Kennedy's body at the Bethesda, MD, Naval Hospital have not been made public.  However, a source familiar with the results gave the following account:

The first bullet made what was described as a small, neat wound in the back and penetrated two or three inches.  The source said that this bullet struck no vital organs and was not likely to have inflicted a fatal wound.  He raised the possibility that it might have ricocheted off some portion of the limousine before, striking the President because it did not penetrate deeply.  The second bullet to strike Kennedy, the source said, entered the back of the skull and tore open his forehead.

Doctors who tried to revive Kennedy at Parkland Hospital initially reported two wounds - one in the back of the head and a second in the throat.  These physicians never saw the wound in the back, apparently because Kennedy was lying on his back on an emergency room table during the entire time they were ministering to him.  Many observers were puzzled from the outset by the report of a throat wound, since it was well established that the assassin was firing from above and behind the President.  The pathologists at Bethesda, the source said, concluded that the throat wound was caused by the emergence of a metal fragment or piece of bone stemming from the fatal shot in the head. AP, 12:13 a.m. EST, Frank Cormier
12/19/63
Washington, [12/18] - Description of what pathologists [at Bethesda] were said to have found in an autopsy on President Kennedy's body:

The account, printed in the Washington Post, gave detailed support to the Federal Bureau of Investigation's finding that two bullets had hit Mr. Kennedy from the rear.  The FBI came to this conclusion in its report on the assassination.

The pathologists were said to have found that a first bullet hit the President in the back of the right shoulder, five to seven inches below the collar-line.  The bullet lodged in the body.  …  It caused a hematoma, or a pooling of blood, inside the neck and shoulder muscles.

The second shot, it was said, hit the right rear of Mr. Kennedy's head and caused such destruction as to be "completely incompatible with life."  A fragment of this bullet, according to the report, passed out the front of the throat.  This presumably would account for various reports suggesting - on the basis of the hurried observations of doctors in Dallas after the shooting ... that there was an "entry wound" in the front of the throat.  The FBI, in its repay t ... stated flatly that both bullets had come from the window where Oswald assertedly was.  New York Times, p. 8

12/20/63
Washington - The bullet that killed President Kennedy may have ricocheted off the President's automobile before striking him on the back of the head, an expert on wound ballistics said yesterday.  Or the assassin may have used soft-nosed, incompletely jacketed hunting-type bullets in an effort to produce maximum size wounds, Dr. James Beyer said.

Dr. Beyer, a pathologist at Arlington, VA, hospital who formerly was with the Army Surgeon General's office [he wrote the section on wound ballistics in the Army's official medical history of World War 11], is not connected in any way with the Kennedy case.

But he said that these possibilities concerning either the course or character of the fatal bullet appear to offer about the only satisfactory explanation for the extent of the President's lethal wound as described by Dallas doctors who attended him minutes after the shooting - and by a reliable source familiar with findings of a still-unannounced autopsy report.

Dr. Beyer also had this to say: "I'm still surprised at the reported size of the head wound if a normal, completely jacketed, military type bullet was used - and if it did not strike some object, such as a portion of the President's limousine, before hitting the President's head."

Ordinarily, he said, a military-type bullet, if fired from a range of about 100 yards as the fatal bullet apparently was, would cause only a relatively small wound at the point of entry, and would not necessarily cause extensive damage inside the skull.  In contrast, he said, a soft-nosed hunting-type bullet - whose soft nose tends to "mushroom out" after striking a target - would cause a head wound of the devastating type described even though the initial entrance wound was not large.  Also, he said, if an ordinary military-type bullet was used and "just grazed" a portion of the limousine before striking the President - without losing much of its energy - the slight instability imparted to the missile by the ricochet could have resulted in the large wound described.  AP
12/21/63
... Thus there is the bullet from the stretcher, the bullet which was found fragmented in the car, and the bullet that did not exit from the President.

An AP dispatch from Dallas in the Atlanta Constitution of 11/23 quoted Dr. Robert R. Shaw, attending physician for Governor Connally: "[The governor] seems to have been struck by just one bullet ... we know the wound of entrance was along the right shoulder.  He was shot from above ... [The bullet] entered the back of his chest and moved outward. ... It emerged from his chest and struck his wrist and thigh …  the bullet is still in his leg."

Now we have the stretcher bullet, the fragmented bullet, the bulled that remained in the President and the bullet in the Governor's leg.  … The New Republic, Seeds of Doubt, by Jack Minnis and Staughton Lynd, pp. 7-8 of typed copy.

12/21/63
... Powledge's story of the 25th, quoted above, states that the stretcher bullet and the fragmented bullet matched bullets fired by FBI men from the rifle found inside the building.  The rifle [identified variously as an Enfield and a Mauser] was found early in the afternoon of 11/22.  So were the two bullets.  They were in the possession of the Dallas police and the FBI presumably, from then on.  Sometime on 11/23 the rifle became a Mannlicher-Carcano.  Is it the custom of Italian rifle-makers to leave their names off their products, so that they cannot be identified immediately?  We don't know.

We do know that the more damage done to the surface of the bullet the more dubious becomes the accuracy of laboratory comparison with other bullets to determine which gun of a given make it was fired from, even if the make of the gun can be determined.  Thus the identification of the gun that supposedly fired the assassination bullets seems to rest primarily, not on the fragmented bullet, but on a bullet allegedly found by a Secret Service man on a stretcher in Parkland Hospital, Dallas after the President was shot.

It is not clear at this point just where this bullet came from and how it came to be on "a stretcher.”…

12/21/63
… A few of us noticed the hole in the windshield when the limousine was standing at the emergency entrance.  … I could not approach close enough to see on which side was the cup-shaped spot that indicates a bullet has pierced the glass from the opposite side.

As for the number of bullets, although all who heard them agreed there were three shots, authorities repeatedly mentioned four bullets found afterward - one found in the floor of the car, a second found in the President's stretcher, a third removed from Governor Connally's left thigh, and a fourth said to have been removed from President Kennedy's body at the Naval Hospital in Bethesda.  On the day the President was shot, I happened to learn of a possible fifth.  A group of police officers were examining the area at the side of the street where the President was hit, and a police inspector told me they had just found another bullet in the grass.  He said he did not know whether it had anything to do with the assassination. The New Republic Commentary of an Eyewitness, Richard Dudman

See Bullet, 4/4/64, National Guardian; See Warren Commission, 3/9/64, AP 124 pcs.

12/23/63
And the stories of a windshield bullet hole in the Kennedy limousine?  The FBI didn't mention it, but other sources said it was fractured - not punctured - from inside, probably by a ricocheting fragment.  Newsweek, Report from the FBI, p. 19

12/30/63
…  One of the latest reports to gain wide circulation is that four shots, not three, were fired.

This report is based on eyewitness accounts of what seemed to be a bullet hole in the windshield of the car … suggesting that a fourth bullet was fired ...

A report out of Detroit, where the presidential car was sent to be armor-plated, mentions also "what appears to be a bullet hole in the floor pan of the car."  …

The second shot struck Governor Connally and fragmented.  Bullets hitting bone can splinter.  A splinter from that bullet apparently hit the windshield of the car.  Another splinter could have penetrated the floor pan. U.S. News &. World Report
1/4/64
Washington News column on autopsy at Bethesda Naval Hospital.

Item titled Kennedy shot twice in back, says, "The first bullet did not go through his body and was recovered during the autopsy." Journal of the A.M.A
1/7/64
Washington Representative J. J. Pickle [D-TX] said today … the bullet went completely through Connally's body and grazed & lung and caused it to deflate.  AP

3/9/64
Washington - The windshield of the limousine in which President ... Kennedy was riding when he was shot was brought today before the presidential commission …

... The windshield was carried to the hearing room wrapped in an olive drab blanket. Representative Gerald Ford confirmed that it was from the President's car and had been brought into the hearing room.

Both he and Senator John Sherman Cooper ... declined to answer questions about it.  AP, 1:24 p.m. CST

3/10/64
Washington - Sources have said previously that fragments of one of the bullets that killed Kennedy damaged the windshield.  AP, 1:15 p.m. CST

4/4/64
"One of the main anxieties" in Washington, [Thomas] Buchanan reported, was "to discredit by all means" the testimony of ... Richard Dudman that there was a "small, round bullet hole" in the front windshield of President Kennedy's car.  Other newsmen insisted that Dudman "must have been mistaken" but the windshield had been brought to the commission and taken away again under wraps, and the newsmen never got a look at it.  National Guardian
See Bullet, 12/21/63, Richard Dudman; See Warren Commission, 3/9/64, AP, 124 pcs

4/6/64
... Authorities remain convinced that no other shots were fired.  By their count, the bullet that hit Connally lodged in his leg.  Another fell from Mr. Kennedy's to body when he was placed on a stretcher -- thus giving rise to reports of a fourth bullet.  The third bullet fragmented; one chunk exited through Mr. Kennedy's throat, and another scarred the inner layer of glass in the three-ply middle windshield.  There wasn't so much as a bump on the outer layer, said one commission insider -- and there was no bullet hole.  … Newsweek, pp. 22-24, JFK'S Murder; Sowers of Doubt.  [An account of various doubts and theories to date about the official account of the assassination]

[Same article earlier says:  … Two newsmen reported seeing a bullet hole in the windshield of the Kennedy limousine.  …]

4/30/64
... one of these Cuban refugees was extorting money from some other Cubans, was making false promises to the Cubans, was a disruptive influence in the Cuban community and was considered by Father McChann to be a 'political Cuban' ...  
He could not recall the name of the Cuban but he believes the Cuban is still employed at Parkland Hospital."  Letter from James J. Rowley, Secret Service, to J. Lee Rankin, 5/5/64, reporting on interview by Inspector Kelley of Rev. McChann, 4/30/64. Hearings, XXVI, p. 402.  Interview of Rev. Walter J. McChann.

"How provocative is the suggestion that this extortionist and 'disruptive influence in the Cuban community', this 'political Cuban', was an employee at the Parkland Hospital!  Might he, for example, have planted that bullet 399 ...?  Whitewash II, Harold Weisberg, p. 67.

Was this Cuban in Parkland's employment 11/22/63?

For non-identification of CE 399, see Josiah Thompson, Six Seconds in Dallas, p. 156 and footnote 17, p. 175-6; illustrations, p. 175.

5/29/64
Dallas - Television station KRLD said today it has learned the Warren Commission's report … will show that the first bullet hit both the President and Texas Governor John Connally, and that the third shot went wild.

In a copyrighted story, KRLD said this information came from a highly placed source [close?] to the Warren Commission following last Sunday's re-enactment of the assassination.

Previous thinking had been that the first bullet hit the President, the second hit the governor, and the third fatally wounded Mr. Kennedy.

KRLD said it also had learned the commission's report, which it said was to be released in a few weeks, will show the following:

The first bullet entered the President's body slightly above the right collar bone and exited just to the left [UPI story (San Francisco Chronicle, 5/30) says - attributing to KRLD-TV - that the first bullet exited from the President's neck just to the right of the tie knot.] of the tie knot, then entered the body of Governor Connally just above the fifth rib.

The second bullet struck the President in the back of the head.  The third bullet followed a much flatter trajectory than the first two, because the motorcade was moving down a sloping street, and it struck a manhole cover, then ricocheted off the curb and was never found. AP, 5:57 p.m. CST, New York Times, 5/30/64

5/30/64
Washington - … A Commission spokesman, giving what he called the best speculation on the assassination, said yesterday that one bullet hit the President in the back slightly above the right collarbone and went right on through the lower neck, emerging in front.  It may have gone on to hit Texas Governor John B. Connally.

Medical testimony to the Commission is that Mr. Kennedy would have had a good chance of recovering from this wound.  But a second shot, in the President's head, was fatal.

The Commission's evidence indicates that there was a third shot that went wild and never hit any portion of the car [See Bullet, 12/23/63, Newsweek, 3/10/64] in which, President Kennedy was traveling.  San Francisco Chronicle, From New York Times

6/64
[Discussion of effects of soft-jacketed and steel-jacketed bullets.]  Waskey
6/5/64
Dallas - The Dallas Times Herald quoted an auto salesman today as saying he believes one of the three bullets fired at President Kennedy 11/22 hit a curb about 10 feet in front of the salesman and grazed his face.

"What bothers me is why nobody has taken an interest in my story before," said the 27-year-old Dallas man who asked that his name not be used.

... He said he told his story [11/22] to a detective and was interviewed by FBI agents in mid-December.  AP, 8:03 p.m. CST

6/6/64
Dallas - Last week, KRLD-TV said in a copyrighted story that the third shot went wild.  The station quoted a source close to the Commission as saying the first bullet apparently struck both President Kennedy and Texas Governor John Connally and the second hit the President in the head.

[A Dallas auto salesman], who asked that his name not be used, [told the Dallas Times Herald, yesterday that] either the bullet or a concrete chip grazed his face as he stood by a concrete abutment on the east side of the triple underpass watching the motorcade as it turned on Elmand Houston.  He said he thought it was the second bullet fired.  San Francisco Chronicle, UPI

7/16/64
Dallas -- FBI agents combed an area near the triple underpass yesterday [where] a bullet may have nicked the curb 11/22 …

… A motorist told officers minutes after the assassination that he was stung by a small object while watching the Kennedy motorcade.

Deputies [11/22?] found a fresh chip in concrete curbing near the spot where he said he stood, which they said could have been made by a stray bullet or fragment of a bullet.  AP, 10:10 a.m. CST

7/24/64
Dallas - … Jim Tague, Dallas car salesman struck in the face by a ricocheting bullet believed to have been fired as Kennedy was slain last 11/22, was another witness yesterday [before a Warren Commission investigator].

Tague has told of standing in a direct line with an upstairs window from which the shots came.  There has been speculation that the third bullet [which went wild] hit in front of him and ricocheted to graze his cheek.  AP, 7:51 p.m. CST

9/28/64
Washington - ... According to its charter, the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology will be repository for ... the bullet recovered, although this is not mentioned in the Warren Report.  Washington Star, William Grigg

11/64
In 11/64 Mr. Thomson wrote to the Western Cartridge Company, named by the Warren Commission as the manufacturer of the cartridge, cartridge cases and bullet found.  Mr. Thomson ordered identical cartridges, listing the exact specifications given in the Report [555/3].  Western Cartridge Company replied that the cartridge “Is not being produced commercially by our company.  At one time this ammunition was produced on a government contract basis and any ammunition being made available on the market today is government surplus."

Mr. Thomson wrote again to ask when the ammunition was manufactured and if it had been made for the United States government or for a foreign government.  Reply said "ammunition of this type is not manufactured by our company" and ignored the second half of the question.

Warren Report [555/3]: The cartridge is readily available for purchase from mail-order houses, as well as a few gun shops; some 2 million rounds have been placed on sale in the United States.  The Quest for Truth, George C. Thomson
1/65
... the bullet which hit the governor was said by the FBI report to the Warren Commission to be "too smashed for accurate ballistic appraisal."  [New York Times, 12/17/63].

… Not only were the bullet holes in the President s coat and s in 5 to 7 inches below the collar line [just as the autopsy report was alleged to have said in 12/63], but the only eye-witness to the President's back wound, agent Glen A. Bennett, who was riding in the car just behind the President's, said that the bullet struck "about four inches down from the right shoulder"  [Warren Report, p 108].

Liberation, Comment, by Staughton Lynd, p. 18,  [on preceding article by Vincent J. Salandria]

1-3/65
Pioneering, basic research analysis of Warren Report and supplements evidentiary material on the shots, trajectories and wounds, time factors and testimony - all leading to conclusions different from those of the Report. Liberation, The Warren Report?, Vincent J. Salandria, 2 Issues.

3/66
Exhaustive analysis of Exhibit 399 and the wounds attributed to it. The Minority of One , The Impossible Tasks of One Assassination Bullet., p. 12

4/66
Further exhaustive analysis of Connally wounds; conclusion that impossible for CE399 to have also wounded Kennedy.

"A minimum of five bullets now emerge ..."  The Minority of One, The Separate Connally Shot, Vincent J. Salandria, p. 9, 2nd of 2 articles, 1st in 3/66 issue.

6/13/66
Two large bullet fragments from one of the shots came flying into the front seat between Greer and Kellerman one of these fragments or some other fragment chipped the inside of the windshield just to the right of the driver; and there was another dent in the chrome plating at the top of the car.  The Nation, Fred J. Cook, p. 709

6/20/66
One shot [struck] the south Main Street curb, and a fragment from it nicked the cheek of a spectator, James T. Tague.  After the shooting, a patrolman noticed that Tague had blood on his cheek; he hunted around and found what looked to be a fresh bullet scar on the curb.  The Warren Commission reported that scientific analysis showed traces of lead, apparently made by the lead core of a bullet, but no trace of copper from a jacketed bullet like those Oswald was firing.  Hence, the commission reasoned that one of his bullets [perhaps the shot it theorized had missed] must have shed its copper jacket by striking somewhere else before its lead core hit the curb.  Once one acknowledges the evidence indicating a second marksman, however, this reasoning becomes meaningless.  For who knows what kind of bullets Assassin No. 2 might have been firing?  Anyone asking that question must begin to wonder what the Tague incident really means. The Nation, Fred J. Cook, p. 740

9/21/66
Mr. Gerald A. Behn, Special Agent in Charge, White House Detail, United States Secret Service, was interviewed at his office. ... Behn was … questioned concerning the location of a bullet which had been found on a stretcher at Parkland Hospital in Dallas and which had been turned over by the Secret Service to an Agent of the [FBI] for delivery to the FBI Laboratory.  He stated that on learning of such a bullet being found at the Dallas Hospital he inquired of a group of his Agents who had returned from [Dallas] on the night of 11/22/63, and Secret Service Agent Richard Johnsen produced this bullet which had been handed to him by someone at the hospital who had stated that it was not known whether or not the President had been placed on the stretcher where the bullet was found.  [Publication Date]  Inquest, Epstein, Bantam Edition, p. 171: FBI report by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr., and James W. Sibert, dated 11/29/63, dictated 11/27/63.

Fall/66
Sylvia Meagher: Mr. O. P. Wright made a very detailed report on his activities on that day, mentions absolutely nothing about any stretcher bullet.  And sometime in the evening, after the Governor's family had been given their supper at 5 or 6 o'clock, Mr. O. P. Wright asked the chief of the nursing service - and I am quoting him - to ascertain the path of the bullet or bullets that struck the Governor, to determine the path, and find out where the instrument of injury actually was.  I find that an extremely puzzling thing.  Panel discussion of Warren Report, Theatre for Ideas, New York.  Following transcribed from tape, No. 51-52, side I

At approx. 1590'; discussion of "stretcher" bullet.

10/6/66
Discussion of whether CE 399 could have inflicted all the damage on JFK and Connally. New York Review of Books, Letter from Curtis Crawford Reply by Richard Popkin, Crawford, p. 31; Popkin, p. 33.

10/6/66
... A further point raised by Mr. Crawford is more serious.  For those who do not accept the Commission's one-bullet hypothesis, there is a genuine problem of explaining where the bullets went.  If one accepts the FBI reports as accurate, there is a bullet that entered Kennedy's back, did not exit, and was not in the body.  If Kennedy's throat wound was an entrance wound, there is another bullet to account for. If No. 399 is not either of the first two bullets, what became of all of them?  As of the present moment, I know of no satisfactory answer.  The FBI expert, Frazier, was careful to leave open the hypothetical possibility that a bullet could have been deflected on striking the President and "may have exited from the automobile."  [Hearings V, p. l73].  And two witnesses [Mrs. Baker [Hearings, VII, pp., 508-509/) and Mr. Skelton (Hearings VI, pp. 2382)] believed they had seen a bullet hit the pavement near the Presidential car.  The bullets that hit Kennedy and Connally may have fragmented, and some of the fragments may have disappeared.  But I do feel that it behooves those of us who are critical of the Warren Commission account to offer a satisfactory counter-explanation that deals with the details, as well as the larger issues.  It may be, if the FBI reports are accurate, that at the present state of the evidence, neither the Commission nor its critics can offer a completely consistent explanation of what happened.  …  The New York Review of Books, Richard H. Popkin, letter to the Editor, p. 33, rebutting one from Curtis Crawford which had taken mild exception to Popkin's original article in 7/28/66 issue.

10/6/66
Letter quotes from report by two FBI agents, dated 11/26/63, discovered in the National Archives.  Agents Francis X. O'Neill and James W. Sibert were present at autopsy.  The quotation: "X-rays ... disclosed a path of a missile which appeared to enter the back of the skull and the path of the disintegrated fragments could be observed along the right side of the skull.  The largest section of this missile as portrayed by X-ray appeared to be behind the right frontal sinus.  The next largest fragment appeared to be at the rear of the skull at the juncture of the skull "bone."  Thompson asks:

(3) What happened to what O'Neill and Sibert describe as "the next largest fragment" which they locate "at the rear of the skull and at the juncture of the skull bone"?  Nowhere in the autopsy report or in the testimony of any of the autopsy doctors do we find mention of this bullet fragment in the President's skull.  This is a significant omission since the location of such a fragment might prove difficult to resolve with the official theory of a hit in the right occipital region exiting through the roof of the skull.  New York Review of Books, Letter to the Editor, Josiah Thompson

10/10/66
p. 55 - Specter. ... the mark on the windshield of the presidential limousine ... indicated that at least a fragment of a bullet had struck the windshield from the rear.

Q. Was that mark on the inside of the windshield?

A. Yes U.S. News & World Report, Interview of Arlen Specter

10/10/66
p. 55 - Q.  … the Governor is in opposition to the theory that that's the same bullet that went through the President -

A. Not precisely.  The Governor is of the opinion that he was struck by the second shot - by a shot subsequent to the first shot which he heard - which conclusion was based on the factors of the speed of sound from a shot, as opposed to the speed of a bullet.  But the Governor's testimony was weighed with great care, as was the testimony of every single witness, and the Commission concluded that the overlay of the evidence was such that the Governor's opinions [Mrs. Connally corroborated Governor's testimony.] opinions were not followed. U.S. News & World Report, Interview of Arlen Specter

10/10/66
p. 56 - Q.  What about the ... bullet ... found on the stretcher at Parkland Hospital, which presumably passed through the President's body and the Governor's body?  That bullet, plus the pieces found in Governor Connally, is said by critics to add up to more than 160 or 161 grains –

A. The mathematics does not support that criticism even though the whole bullet which was found on the stretcher had lost relatively little substance.  The substance which was deposited principally in the Governor's wrist was so light that it could not even be weighed.  It was described by Dr. Gregory … as being in the postage-stamp-weight category.  So that by taking the best estimates of the weight of the metallic fragments deposited in the parts of the bodies, there was still a sufficient weight differential so that those small deposits would be consistent with having come from the bullet on the stretcher. U.S. News & World Report, Interview of Arlen Specter

10/10/66
p. 57 - Q.  ... what about the clean bullet?  How could this bullet - exhibit 399 - pass through two bodies, hitting at least some bones in Governor Connally, without being distorted or dirtied?

Reply takes up a third of the page and deals with the wounds, tests made by wound-ballistics experts, etc., but avoids completely any answer to the specific question, how this bullet emerged "without being distorted or dirtied".  . U.S. News & World Report, Interview of Arlen Specter
11/22/66
Washington ... Malcolm M. Kilduff, who rode in the fourth car behind John F. Kennedy in Dallas three years ago, reported in a taped television interview that parts of the disputed bullet are still implanted in Connally's leg.

... After the television interview for Westinghouse Broadcasting Co., Kilduff said a former member of the Governor's staff told him bullet fragments remain lodged in Connally's left calf. San Francisco Chronicle, [Times-Post Service]

11/27/66
See partial transcript made from tape. Face the Nation, Hale Boggs on, KCBS
5/67
Author attacks Warren Commission for not using firearms experts instead of bullet print and identification experts.  Says Exhibit 399 before it arrived at the FBI laboratory, "was washed with Hydrosol, a blood solvent," thus eliminating any possible attempt at blood tests or groupings which might have determined if it had passed through either the President or Governor Connally, or both - or neither.

Says at least two types of fragmenting ammunition were available for the Carcano which could have done all the things the Commission ascribes to Oswald's rifle.  Hints Oswald might have got such on the black market.  Guns, Backfire!, Shelley Braverman, p. 20

11/15/67
"On October 31 of last year, the Attorney General ruled that all of the Warren Commission documents were to be put in the National Archives.  The spectrograph of the Kennedy bullet, however, is still secret and has yet to be turned over."  Harold Weisberg, interview San Francisco State College student paper, The Gater
12/67
See p. 146 ff. and footnote 17 [p. 175].  Footnote deals with Thompson interview of O. P. Wright and Darrell Tomlinson.  Wright, shown three bullet shapes drawn by Josiah Thompson, picked a sharp-nosed bullet as similar to the one he had handled; rejected photos of CE 399 and CE 572 [ballistics comparison rounds]; Tomlinson uncertain.

Thompson: "… if Wright's recollection is accurate, then CE 399 must have been switched for the real bullet sometime later in the transmission chain.  This could have been done only by some federal officer, since it was in government possession from that time on.  If this is true, then the assassination conspiracy would have to have involved members of the federal government and been an 'inside' job."  Six Seconds in Dallas, Josiah Thompson

4/7/68
Man Wounded In Assassination Of JFK Finally Talks  [James Tague]  Article includes very clear photo of nick in pavement, taken by Tom Dillard of the Dallas Morning News - compare with very unsatisfactory ones published by Warren Commission: Tague Exhibit 1 [Hearings XXI, p. 650], Shaneyfelt Exhibit 29 [Hearings XXI, pp. 479, 480, 482].























































