Ballistics


11/24/63
Dallas – The Weapon [rifle] is now in Washington for tests.

…  ‘We have no final ballistics report, but we understand it will be favorable,: Chief Curry said.

12/3/63
Washington – Paraphrase of story by Sterling F. Green, who says without attribution that exhaustive FBI report now nearly ready for the White House will say ballistics studies show all three bullets came from same rifle, from same direction, behind and slightly to right of JFK car, providing target moving approximately in line of sight.  AP, 1:52 a.m. EST

12/4/63
Dallas, [12/3] - Further evidence - which also tends to discount the notion of another assassin - shows that all three bullets came from the same rifle.  This was the 6.55mm Mannlicher-Carcano that Oswald ordered last spring from a mail-order store and that bore his finger and palm prints after the assassination.

The ballistics evidence was developed during a test on the weapon at the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory in Washington.  The result of the test was announced two days after the assassination on the day Oswald was slain by a Dallas citizen.  New York Times
12/7/63
Washington - Asked whether a ballistics test had been made, Wade replied that he had stated this was the gun that killed the President.  Then, asked about a conversation with the FBI, Wade replied:

"I won't go -- I'm not at liberty to go -- into the FBI report ...

Federal authorities said this week that a report then being put together by the FBI … will indicate:

… Ballistic studies reportedly substantiate that all three shots came from the same weapon.  AP, J. W. Davis

12/21/63
Powledge's story of the 25th, quoted above, states that the stretcher bullet and the fragmented bullet matched bullets fired by FBI men from the rifle found inside the building.  The rifle [identified variously as an Enfield and a Mauser] was found early in the afternoon of 11/22,  So were the two bullets.  They were in the possession of the Dallas police and the FBI presumably, from then on.  Sometime on 11/23 the rifle became a Mannlicher-Carcano.  Is it the custom of Italian rifle-makers to leave their names off their products, so that they cannot be identified immediately?  We don't know.

We do know that the more damage done to the surface of the bullet the more dubious becomes the accuracy of laboratory comparison with other bullets to determine which gun of a given make it was fired from, even if the make of the gun can be determined.  Thus the identification of the gun that supposedly fired the assassination bullets seems to rest primarily, not on the fragmented bullet, but on a bullet allegedly found by a Secret Service man on a stretcher in Parkland Hospital, Dallas, after the President was shot.

It is not clear at this point just where this bullet came from and how it came to be on "a stretcher." The New Republic, Seeds of Doubt, Jack Minnis and Stoughton Lynd, p. 9

2/19/64
Yesterday, Dallas police added a new piece of evidence to the case already built up around the Oswald carbine.

A ballistics test report indicated that the same weapon was used in the unsuccessful sniper attack on former General Edwin Walker.

The report was made public by Chief Jesse Curry and Chief of Detectives M.W. Stevenson.  Stevenson said points of comparison of the slug which missed General Walker match fragments of the bullets which took the President's life.

"The ballistics report cannot be final or conclusive," Stevenson said.  "But generally the comparison points of the slugs were good."  San Francisco Chronicle

For ballistic tests in Walker shooting, see Walker.  

4/3/64
Washington - Outside technical experts are being called in to double check FBI findings in the investigation of President Kennedy's slaying.

The special presidential commission investigating the assassination decided on the move to avoid possible future claims that FBI findings might have been rigged or colored by self-interest, it was learned.

One expert, Joseph Nicol, superintendent of the Illinois Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation, traveled to Philadelphia to use new police laboratory facilities there to make ballistics tests of bullet fragments and casings gathered at the scenes of the murders.

[Story suggests ballistics tests include Tippit shooting, but AP story, datelined Philadelphia (4/4, 10:20 pcs) says "The two bullets that killed President John F. Kennedy were tested in the Philadelphia Crime Laboratory, it was disclosed today."  AP quotes Dr. Edward J. Burke, director of the police laboratory, as saying the tests were made 3/24 and 3/25.

Nicol declined to detail his findings other than to say that they did not change the picture as it is now known.  San Francisco Chronicle [Chicago Daily News]

4/6/64
The doubters question whether he was the man who gunned down Tippit in the street 3 miles from the assassination scene, principally because one eyewitness description didn't fit Oswald.  But investigators claim three witnesses linking Oswald to the killing - plus ballistics and fingerprint evidence on the revolver taken from him …  [Newsweek], p. 22

6/64
[Discussion of effects of soft-jacketed and steel jacked bullets.]  Waskey

6/13/66
Detailed discussion of firing tests made of the Carcano by FBI and the Army's Ballistics Research Laboratory, pointing out inadequate standards for comparisons firing at stationary targets, tests primarily for speed, with only secondary attention to accuracy, etc.; test results given.

FBI test: ... This fastest, bolt-action-only time [a statistic that does not reflect accuracy or the necessity to adjust to a moving target] thus became the commission's standard in deciding that Oswald could readily have performed the deed attributed to him.

Army test: … Only one of the three championship marksmen and he only on one round and firing at still targets - had matched the firing time attributed to Oswald. The Nation, Fred J. Cook

7/28/66
... Commission Exhibit 858 [Hearings 17, p. 851], a photograph taken during tests sponsored by the Commission, shows a bullet fired from Oswald's gun through a skull filled with gelatin.  The bullet is quite distorted.  There is no evidence that the Commission could obtain anything like pristine No. 399 in any of its tests. The New York Review of Books, The Second Oswald: The Case For A Conspiracy Theory, Richard H. Popkin, p. 11

10/6/66
Above disputed by Josiah Thompson, Haverford College, Department of Philosophy.  Says two bullets fired by Frazier to obtain control rounds probably were fired into tube of cotton waste [CE572; Hearings 17, p. 258] and closely resemble CE399. "Although the Commission appears not to have realized it, a test had been performed which indicated quite clearly that 399 was a plant, that its most likely source was the test-firing of Oswald's gun into cotton." The New York Review of Books, p. 29

11/21/66
In a taped ... interview with Westinghouse Broadcasting Co. … Malcolm M. Kilduff [JFK press aide, disagreed with Commission finding that one bullet passed through JFK and Connally].

... "The Warren Commission report shows a bullet, a perfect bullet.  I have talked to ballistic experts, who say that it would not be possible for a bullet to travel through that much mass and come out in such a perfect condition."  AP, A24WX 248pes

