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Army Tosses Out
Report on Herbert

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
Secretary. of the Army Rob-
ert F. Froehlke today threw
out a damaging fitness re-
port against controverisal
Col. Anthony B. Herbert, the
most decorated erdisted man
of the Korean War,

Froehlke thus opened the
possibility that Herbert, who
complained of atrocities
against civilians in Vietnam;
may be aliowed to continue
his career.

Army officials  said
Froehlke believed the unfit-
ness report “might have re-
flected an unfortunate excep-
tion to a record of otherwise
effective service.”

Herbert said he was un-
justly relieved of his com-
mand atter reporting alleged
ireidents of murder and tor-
ture of Vietnamese civilians.

He was relieved as a bat-
talion commander with the
173rd Airborne Brigade in
1969 by Brig. Gen John
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Barnes and Col. J. Ross
Franklin after Franklin filed
an efficiency report describ-
ing.Herbert as uridependable,
uncooperative, and without
integrity, moral courage or
loyalty. |

Today the Army said the
report, used twice to deny
Herbert promotion, " “con-

tains some unwarranted ex-
pressions of opinion.”

The Army said Herbert
now will be considered for':
promotion to regular Army !
major. If approved the 47-
year-old native of Herminie,
Pa.. may remain in the serv-
ice. Otherwise he must retire
March 1. He now holds tem-
porary rank,

Froehlke undertook the re-
view last month as the re- |
quest of Rep. Edward F. He-
bert (Ir-La.) chairman of the
House Armed Services Com-
mittee.




