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T
he U

nited S
tates has been destroy-

ing grow
ing crops in S

outh V
ietnam

 
since at least N

ovem
ber 1961 as part 

of its "resource denial" program
. T

his 
is accom

plished largely by the aerial 
application of an aqueous solution of 
so

d
iu

m
 d

im
eth

y
l arsen

ate "A
g

en
t 

B
lue"; applied at the rate of 9.3 pounds 

of active ingredients per acre. T
his is 

a h
ig

h
ly

 p
ersisten

t (an
d

 p
o

ten
tially

 
hazardous) chem

ical not dom
estically 

reg
istered

 fo
r u

se o
n

 o
r n

ear cro
p

s. 
B

ased on available D
epartm

ent of 
D

efense data, som
e 6,397,000 pounds 

o
f activ

e in
g

red
ien

ts w
ere ex

p
en

d
ed

 
b

etw
een

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f 1
9

6
2

 an
d

 
the end of 1969. F

igures for 1970 are 
' n

o
t av

ailab
le, alth

o
u

g
h

 th
e p

ro
g

ram
 

continues. A
nnual acreage treated, ac-

cording to the D
efense D

epartm
ent is: 

Y
ear 

A
cres 

1962 
1,000 

1963 
250 

1964 
10,000 

1965 
66,000 

1966 
104,000 

1967 
221,000 

1968 
170,000 

1969 
115,000 

T
otal 

688,000 
T

h
e 6

8
8

,0
0

0
 acres sp

ray
ed

 d
u

rin
g

 
eig

h
t y

ears fo
r w

h
ich

 d
ata are av

ail-
able represent 9 per cent of S

outh V
iet-

nam
's 7.6 m

illion acres of agricultural 
la ds. A

ctually, m
ost crop destruction 

o
 rs in

 th
e C

en
tral H

ig
h

lan
d

s so
 th

at 
th

e
'  percentage of destruction is region- 

A
 D

eadly C
hem

ical 

H
as B

een
 D

estro
yin

g
 

C
rops for Y

ears 

ally m
uch higher. T

hese regions have 
been traditionally food poor; their pop-
u
latio

n
 co

n
sists larg

ely
 o

f p
rim

itiv
e 

hill tribes (M
ontagnards). S

praying is 
usually carried out near harvest tim

e, 
destroying the standing crop and rend-
erin

g
 th

e lan
d
 u

seless u
n
til at least 

the next grow
ing season. 

A
dditionally, foods are purposely de-

stroyed by various other ground tech-
niques. F

oods are also destroyed in-
cidentally in the large-scale forest de-
struction program

 in w
hich, according 

to the P
entagon, som

e 5,517,000 acres 
or 13 per cent of S

outh V
ietnam

, have 
been arially sprayed through the end 
of 1969. N

o data are available to m
e 

on how
 m

uch food has been destroyed 
in these w

ays. 
S

om
e estim

ates can be m
ade for the 

am
ount of food destruction via herbi-

cides aerially applied for that purpose. 
A

 conservative yield estim
ate for up-

lan
d
 rice field

s (th
e m

ajo
r targ

et) is 
500 pounds of m

illed rice per acre per 
year. (C

rops other than rice are also 
destroyed but w

e can assum
e for our 

purposes that their food yield is equiv-
alent to that of upland rice.) O

ne V
iet-

n
am

ck
e ap

p
aren

tly
 can

 liv
e o

n
 1

.1
 

pounds of m
illed rice per day, or 400 

p
o

u
n

d
s p

er y
ear. .U

sin
g

 th
e . ab

o
v

e  

listed acreages, one arrives at th
e fol-

low
ing figures of destruction: 

Y
ear 

Pounds of 
R

ice D
estroyed 

A
nnual 
D

iets 
D

enied 
1962 

500,000 
1,250 

1963 
120,000 

300 
1964 

5,000,000 
12,500 

1965 
33,000,000 

82,500 
1966 

52,000,000 
130,000 

1967 
110,500,000 

276,250 
1968 

85,000,000 
212,500 

1969 
57,500,000 

143,750 
T

otal 
344,000,000 

860,000 
T

h
e m

ain
 av

o
w

ed
 p

u
rp

o
se o

f th
e 

food destruction program
 is to deny 

food to the enem
y soldier. S

ince the 
V

ietcong num
ber only about 260,000 

o
u

t o
f 1

7
.5

 m
illio

n
 (o

r 1
.5

 p
er cen

t) 
but control perhaps 80 per cent or 90 
per cent of the rural econom

y of S
outh 

V
ietnam

, enorm
ous am

ounts of food 
m

ust be destroyed in order to create 
a h

ard
sh

ip
 fo

r th
e V

ietco
n
g
. In

 fact, 
classified studies perform

ed for and 
by the U

. S
. in 1967 and 1968 revealed 

that food destruction has had no sig-
nificant im

p
act o

n
 th

e en
em

y
 so

ld
ier. 

C
ivilians, in contrast, did and do .suf-

fer. E
stim

ates in
 th

ese stu
d
ies v

aried
 

b
etw

een
 1

0
 an

d
 1

0
0

 fo
r h

o
w

 m
an

y
 

civ
ilian

s h
av

e to
 b

e d
en

ied
 fo

o
d

 in
 

o
rd

er to
 d

en
y

 it to
 o

n
e g

u
errilla. In

 
o

th
er w

o
rd

s, o
f

-  th
e 8

6
0

,0
0

0
 to

tal an
-

nual diets destroyed during 1962-1969, 
betw

9en 774,000 and 851,000 w
ere des-

tined-for civilian stom
achs. M

oreover, 
it is not unreasonable to assum

e that  

th
e b

ru
n
t o

f th
is civ

ilian
 b

u
rd

en
 is 

borne by infants, aged, fetuses, preg-
nant and 

' lactating w
om

en, and sick. 
B

y w
ay of m

ore specific exam
ple 

I single out Q
uangngai P

rovince, a par-
ticularly w

ar torn northern province of 
S

outh V
ietnam

. D
uring a visit there 

th
is p

ast A
u
g
u
st 1

 learn
ed

 th
at 1

5
 

crop-destruction m
issions had been ap-

p
ro

v
ed

 fo
r 1

9
7
0
, to

tallin
g
 1

8
2
,0

0
0
 

acres. (A
n additional 13 forest-deStruc-

tion m
issions w

ere scheduled for 1970, 
to

tallin
g

 an
o

th
er 1

0
7

,0
0

0
 acres.) A

 
study done for the D

epartm
ent of D

e-
fense in 1969 states that 215,000 acres 
in the province (out of a total of 1,418;- 
000 acres) w

ere then being used agri-
culturally. T

hus approxim
ately 85',per 

cent of the crop lands of Q
uarigngai 

w
ere scheduled for aerial destruction 

in 1970, presum
ably virtually all_not 

under. physical U
nited S

tates control. 
I m

ust add that I have no know
ledge 

o
f h

o
w

 m
an

y
 acres w

ere actu
ally

 
sprayed in Q

uangngai Province in 1970 
(or in previous years), only the num

-
ber officially approved for that .year. 

O
ur nation's food-destruction -pro-

gram
 in S

outh V
ietnam

, although not 
secret, has received only scant atten-
tion. It is clear that the acceptability 
of food destruction as a m

eans of w
ar-

fare requires an im
m

ediate and search-
ing re-evaluation by the C

ongress, the 
P

entagon, and ultim
ately, 'the W

hite 
H

ouse. 

A
rthur H

. W
esting, chairm

an of 
th

e 
biology departm

ent at W
indham

 C
ol-

lege, in P
utney, V

erm
ont, 

has m
ad* 

tw
o

 h
ip

s to Indochina. 


