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W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

—
A

ll this w
eek A

m
er-

ican veterans w
ho served in V

ietnam
 

are p
ro

testin
g
 ag

ain
st th

e co
n
tin

u
a-

tio
n

 o
f th

e w
ar an

d
 fo

r im
m

ed
iate 

w
ithdraw

al. T
om

orrow
 they w

ill join 
the ranks of other A

m
ericans in a m

ass 
dem

onstration against the N
ixon A

d-
m

inistration's continued false prom
ises 

and in support of C
ongressional bills 

to
 sto

p
 th

e b
lo

o
d
sh

ed
 o

n
 b

o
th

 sid
es 

and end the w
ar now

. 
W

ith the conviction of L
ieut. W

illiam
 

L
. C

alley the real dilem
m

a of m
y gen-

eratio
n

 h
as fin

ally
 b

een
 b

ro
u

g
h

t u
n

-
m

istakably hom
e. T

o kill on m
ilitary 

orders and be a crim
inal, or to refuse 

to kill and be a crim
inal is the m

oral 
agony of A

m
erica's V

ietnam
 w

ar gen-
eration. It is w

hat has forced upw
ard 

of .sixty thousand Y
oung A

m
ericans,  

draft resisters and deserters to C
anada, 

an
d
 created

 o
n
e h

u
n
d
red

 th
o
u
san

d
 

m
ilitary deserters a year in this coun-

try and abroad. It is w
hat has created 

S
.D

.S
. an

d
 d

raft-card
 b

u
rn

in
g
, th

e 
W

eatherm
en and K

ent S
tate, the 1967 

"siege" of the P
entagon four years ago 

an
d

 m
u

ch
 o

f th
e im

p
etu

s fo
r th

e 
m

arches taking place this spring. It is 
w

hat has caused nearly tw
o and a half 

m
illion honorably discharged veterans 

of V
ietnam

 to drop out, to disappear. 
M

ine w
as the generation that w

as 
brought up on the lessons of N

urem
-

berg, the evils of dictatorships, and the 
horrors and terrors of the police state. 
T

hus, w
e w

ere not prepared to go to 
V

ietnam
 to uphold a tragicom

ic (but 
nonetheless sickening) series of w

ar 
lord dictatorships, to honor "com

m
it-

m
ents" to a F

rancophile V
ietnam

ese 
traitor (N

guyen C
ao K

y) w
hose "only  

hero is H
itler," to help place the ruling 

S
aigon regim

e's "enem
ies"—

dissident 
citizens—

in concentration cam
ps, to 

supervise and help adm
inister "law

s" 
outlaw

ing all m
eaningful political op-

position. 
W

e w
ere not prepared to go to V

iet-
n
am

 to
 h

elp
 in

stitu
te an

d
 su

p
erv

ise 
perhaps the w

orld's m
ost deadly effi-

cient police state—
to slaughter and lay 

w
aste to, intim

idate and kill "C
om

m
u-

n
ist" b

u
sh

es an
d

 trees an
d

 p
ig

s an
d

 
rice and thatched huts and w

om
en and 

children and old m
en and babies by 

the hundreds of thousands, all in the 
nam

e of "D
em

ocracy." 
N

evertheless, m
any of us did. N

ow
 

ev
ery

 last o
n

e o
f u

s is g
u

ilty
, alo

n
g

 
w

ith C
alley, of com

m
itting w

ar crim
es. 

B
ecau

se a "free fire zo
n
e"—

w
h
ere 

anything that m
oves oan be shot—

is 
by definition a violation of the G

eneva 

C
onvention of 1949 w

ith respect to 
the treatm

ent of civilians; because a 
"search-and-destroy m

ission"—
w

here 
an

y
th

in
g
 liv

in
g
 is d

estro
y
ed

 o
r re-

m
o
v
ed

—
is also

 a v
io

latio
n
 o

f th
e 

G
eneva 'C

onventions; because m
assive 

defoliation, "recon by fire," saturation 
bom

bing, "m
ad m

inutes," and forcibly 
relocating villagers are all' violations 
o
f in

tern
atio

n
al law

, an
d
 th

erefo
re, 

w
ar crim

es. 
O

ne cannot participate in the V
iet-

n
am

 w
ar w

ith
o
u
t b

ein
g
 at least in

 
com

plicity in com
m

itting w
ar crim

es. 
A

n
d
 so

 ten
s o

f th
o
u
san

d
s o

f y
o
u
n
g
 

m
en of m

y generation have refused to 
participate in the w

ar in V
ietnam

. Y
et 

they are all crim
inals, too. S

om
e are 

draft dodgers, som
e are deserters, and 

som
e tw

o hundred thousand are annu-
ally A

W
O

L
. O

ur dilem
m

a is that no 
m

atter w
hat w

e do—
go to V

ietnam
 

or refuse—
either action is crim

inal, 
ag

ain
st so

m
e law

, an
d
, th

erefo
re, 

"w
rong." 

A
m

erica's V
ietnam

 generation Isn't 
u

p
 ag

ain
st th

e w
all: it's b

rick
ed

 in
. 

G
oing to V

ietnam
 is a w

ar crim
e, re-

fusing to go is a dom
estic crim

e and 
just sitting still, som

ew
here or som

e-
hoW

 in exile or lim
bo, is a m

oral crim
e. 

It is a terrible tim
e today to be A

m
er-

ican and young. In fact, it apparently 
is a crim

e. 

Jan 
B

arry, w
ho 

received an appoint-
m

ent from
 V

ietnam
 to W

est P
oint—

from
 

w
h
ich

 h
e 

dropped 
out—

is 
a

 
founder of 

V
ietnam

 V
eterans A

gainst 
th

e W
ar. 


