
Five Officers Say They Seek 
Formal War Crimes Inquiries 

By NEIL SHEEHAN JAN 1 3 1971 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 12— for the Advancement of 
Five young military officers 
said today that they were ask-

: ing the Secretaries of the Army 
and the Navy to convene for-

. mal courts of inquiry into the 
question of war crimes and 
atrocities in Vietnam. 

- The officers said they were 
sending letters to the secre-
taries under provisions of mili-
tary law that permit such re-
quests to authorities empow-
ered to convene 'courts of in-
quiry. The service secretaries 
have this power. 

Copies of the letters were 
passed out by the officers at 
a news conference at the DA 
Pont Plaza Hotel here this noon. 
The conference was sponsored 
by the National Committee for 
a Citizens Commission of in-
quiry on U.S. War Crimes iri 
Vietnam, an antiwar group with 
a New Left political orientation 
that is seeking a national in-
quest into the war crimes 
question. 

2 Are Army Doctors 
Two of the officers, Capt. 

Robert J. Master, 28 years old, 
of New York, and Capt. Grier 
Merwin, 28, of Washington, are 
Army doctors stationed at near-
by Fort Meade, Md. Two others, 
Capt. Edward G. Fox, 25, a 
zoologist in the Army Medical 
Service corps, and First Lieut. 
Louis Font, 24, a 1968 West 
Point graduate who has re-
quested discharge because of 
this antiwar views, are also sta-
tioned at Fort Meade. 

The fifth officer, Lieut. (jg.) 
Peter Dunkelberger, 25, of 
Muskogee, Okla., - is a manage-
ment systems analyst at Navy 
headquarters at the Pentagon. 

All five said they were mem-
. bersof an antiwar group within 

the services known as the Con-
cerned Officers Movement. 
Captain Fox said the organiza-
tion now had about 600 adher-
ents, including about 20 of-
ficers in South Vietnam. 

Transcrip tof Statements 
The officers said they were 

accompanying their letters with 
a 300-page transeript of state-
ments made here last ,month 
by 36 Vietnam war veterans 
at • another meeting sponsored 
by the Citizens Commission of. 
Inquiry. 
– The veterans made allega-
tions of war crimes and atroci-
ties and some contended that 
these acts had been committed 
under a de facto military policy 
approved at the highest level 
of command and by the civilian 
leadershipin Washington. 

In their letters to the service 
secretaries they also cited a 
report published two weeks ago 
by the American Association 

Science, which said the use of 
chemical herbicides in South 
Vietnam was causing cata-
strophic ecological effects and 
had destroyed a fifth of the 
1.2 million acres of mangrove 
forest there. 

Assertions that American 
civilian and military leaders 
may have committed wr crimes 
in Vietnam by Telford Taylor, 
the chief United States prosecu-
tor at the Nuremberg war 
crimes trials, were also men-
tioned. Mr. Taylor is a pro-
fessor of law at Columbia. 

The letters said the state-
ments of the veterans, the re-
port on herbicides and the 
Taylor arguments formed "suf-
ficient cause" for the five of- 
ficers to ask the Secretaries 
to convene courts of inquiry 
"to investigate U. S. military 
behavior in relation to princi-
ples set down by the Nurem-
berg proceedings and the Japa-
nese war crimes trials and 
other international treaties 
binding on the U. S. Govern-
ment." 

Michael Uhl, one of the lead-
ers of the Citizens' Commission 
of Inquiry, went to the Penta-
gon office of John H. Chafee, 
Secretary of the Navy, this aft-
ernoon to deliver Lieutenant 
Dunkelberger's letter. Mr. Uhl 
declined to leave it and a 
transcript of the veterans' 
statements there when one of 
Mr. Chafee's aides declined to 
give him a receipt for them. 

Procedure Is Cited 
A Navy spokesman said Mr. 

Uhl had been informed that 
Navy procedure, was not to 
give receipts for such papers 
"unless they are delivered by 
registered mail." He said Mr. 
Chafee's aide tried unsuccess-
fully 'to reach Lieutenant 
Dunkelberger and to permit 
him deliver the letter. 

Jeremy Rifkin, another lead-
er of the Citizens' Commission, 
said the letter to Mr. Chafee 
and the letter to Stanley 
Resor, Secretary of the Army, 
would be sent tomorrow by 
registered mail. 

Spokesmen for both the 
Army and,  the Navy said 
neither Secretary would have 
any statement until they had 
had an opportunity to read the 
letters and the transcript of 
veterans' statements. 

Army officials said that 
agents from the Criminal In-
vestigation Division had re-
peatedly sought sworn affida-
vits of atrocities from the 36 
veterans who spoke here last 
month and had been unable to 
obtain them. 


