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Antiwar Vets Hope to Prove Frame-Up 
.,, By Timothy Robinson 

,Washington Post Staff Writer 

GAINESVILLE, Fla., Aug. 
81 — "Why don't we just 
refer to it as Watergate II?" 
defendant William Patterson 
gibuted at a federal judge 
(hiring a Monday night hear-
,. Ing concerning what the de- 
fense claims is an FBI at-
tempt to bug defense attor- 
neys during the riot conspir-
acy trial of eight persons 
here. 
. And while U.S. District 

judge Winston E. Arnow or- 
dered Patterson's comments 
stricken from the record 
and told the Vietnam vet- 
eran to "Sit down!", the im-
p-act of his statement was 
not lost. 

Even though the defense 
hasn't put on any witnesses 
yet, it appears clear that it 
hopes to prove that the case 
against the eight antiwar 
protesters is a frame-up, an 
attempt by the Nixon admin-
istration .to justify the ne- 
cessity of the Watergate 
break-in. To help them 
along the way is what one 
Justice Department source 
termed an "embarrassing 
eliain of events" that culmi- 
dated in the discovery of the 
two FBI agents in a locked 
telephone wireroom next to 
the defense offices last 
Tuesday night. 

The defense looks on the 
alleged bugging attempt, 
which the FBI says was a 
'`,routine check of FBI tele-
phone lines for bugs," as 
frosting on a multi-layered 
cake. In previous motions 
and discussions, defense at- 
tUrneys and supporters have 
Officially and unofficially 
drawn the court's and the 
public's attentions to these 
other possible Watergate-
typ e links: 

• Testimony by convicted 
Watergate conspirator James 
McCord that part of his 
mission was to secure in-
formation on "violence-ori-
ented groups," but that the 

only such group he named 
before the Senate Watergate 
committee was the Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War. 
All eight defendants are 
members of the VVAW, 

• A statement by Alfred.  
Baldwin, self-described par-
ticipant in the Watergate 
bugging operation, that he 
was assigned by McCord to 
infiltrate VVAW for the 
purpose of 'embarrassing 
the Democrats" if the veter-
ans demonstrated at the Re-
publican convention. 

• A television appearance 
by alleged Watergate con-
spirator Jeb Stuart Magru-
der last January, in which 
he said the VVAW was 
"basically the hard-core 
that have been here in 
many of the demonstrations 
— and have actually pro-
mulgated violence in each 
case." 

• A break-in at the office 
of Gainesville attorney Carol 
Wild Scott, who was repre-
senting conspiracy defend-
ant Scott Camil in another 
case. She reported that the 
only item missing was her 
Camil file. 

• Testimony lay-  N=7d 
that he saw daily reports 
from the Justice Depart-
ment's Internal Security Di-
vision, which brought the in-
dictments against the VVAW. 

• The diSappearance for 
several hours of a briefcase 
belonging to one of the de-
fense attorneys during a 
flight from New York to 
Gainesville. 

• Statements by FBI in-
former Pablo Manuel Fer-
nandez that he was offered 
$700 a week by convicted 
Watergate conspirator Euge-
nio Martinez to infiltrate 
protest groups at last sum-
mer's Democratic conven-
tion and embarrass George 
McGovern for "the Republi-
can Party." Fernandez said 
he declined the offer because 
he was already assigned to  

work on the VVAW by the 
FBI and Miami police. 

• During meetings with 
the VVAW, Fernandez dis-
cussed his access to weap-
ons. including mortars and 
machine -guns. 

• Fernandez's 	trip 	to 
Washington with convicted 
Watergate conspirator Ber-
nard Barker and other Mia-
mians in order to disrupt 
left-wing demonstrations at 
the funeral' of former FBI 
director J. Edgar ' Hoover, 
for which he received $100. 

Judge Arnow has made it 
explicit that he intends to 
limit the VVAW trial to the 
specific charges against the 
defendants, and, net allow 
defense attorneys to 
broaden their scope to in-
clude acts that may or may 
not be related to their case. 

But young defense attor-
ney Larry Turner of Gains-

/ vile, whose Southern drawl 
has seemed to temper Judge 
Arnow during heated court 
arguments, was allowed to 
slips a phrase into his open-
ing statement concerning 
"this age of Watergate" 
when referring to the possi-
bility that FBI informers 
who would testify for the 
government might have 
'been 	agents-provocateur. 
Turner indtated he would 
attempt further to tie the 
VVAW and Watergate cases 
together. 

One Justice Department 
attorney has bemoaned what 
he says is the paranoia of 
the defense in these and 
similar cases, saying it is 
a "solid conspiracy case" 
having nothing to do with 
the Watergate scandal. "It 
may be another administra-
tion before the Justice De-
partment is able to present 
their case in an atmosphere 
of good faith," he said.- 

A Justice Department 
spokesman in Washington 
said Attorney General Elliot 
Richardson had received a 
report on the alleged bug- 

ging incident and is 
"satisfied." But he said that 
otherwise the department is 
leaving the day-to-day prose-
cution of the case to the 
local U.S. Attorney's office. 

Attorneys directly con-
nected with the VVAW case 
are reluctant to talk to the 
press because of a "gag 
rule" imposed by Judge Ar-
now in an attempt to limit 
ptejudicial publicity, even 
though the jury is seques-
tered. 

But Justice Department 
attorney Robert Schneider 
was overheard to say 'the 
night that the FBI agents 
were discovered in the tele-
phone room that he would 
concede• that "it doesn't look 
very good." 

In the four hours of hear-
ings held so far on the 
issue; electronics experts 
for all sides—including one 
brought in by the' judge --- 
say the agents had the right 
equipment for bugging the 
room in several ways. But 
the experts also assert that 
the agents had the right 
equipment for "checking 
out" FBI lines, which is 
what the government said 
they were doing. 

AS in any court hearing, it 
will boil down to whom the 
judge believes. He has ref- 
used on several atempts to 
allow the defense to present 
any evidence about Water-
gate, previous alleged gov-
ernment attempts to bug de-, 
fense attorneys in conspir-
acy trials, or any evidence 
concerning the break-in of 
Pentagon Papers defendant 
Daniel Ellsberg's psychia-
trist. 

At one point, the judge 
said it was clear that the 
agents could have been bug- 
ging the defense, but "until 
we get something besides 
suspicion and conjecture" 
he would not be convinced 
that was their mission. 

"I reasonably expect the 
evidence to show these peo- 
ple are doing Watergate 
kinds of things," defense at-
torney Turner told the judge 
out of the jury's hearing 
during another argument. 

"This case will be tried on 
its merits alone. I do not see 
how Watergate can reason-
ably come into this," Arnow 
replied. "The government is 
not on trial. These defend-
ants are." 


