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4 Veterans Against War Jailed 
For Refusing to Aid an Inquiry 
NYfiffies By MARTIN WALDRON JUL 1 4 1972 Special to The New York Times 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla., July 13 

—A Federal district fudge to-
night jailed four members of 
the Vietnam Veterans against 
the War for refusing to assist 
in a Justice Department inves-
tigation of the organization. 

In a tense courtroom scene, 
the four were ordered held in 
custody for up to 18 months 
by Judge David Middlebrooks. 

Other members of the anti-
war group muttered angrily as 
the judge acted and afterward 
shouted at a squad of city riot 
police stationed in the court-
room. However, there were no 
incidents. 

The Justice Department has 
refused to say why it is investi-
gating the group. Several of the 
veterans called it a "political 
investigation" designed to stop 
protests against the war policy 
of President Nixon. 

Washington Queried 
In Washington, a spokesman 

for the Justice Department 
would confirm only that a 
grand jury was "conducting an 
investigation," but would not 
divulge what was being investi-
gated. He said he did not know 
how many people had been 
subpoenaed, or how many had 
been released from subpoena 
without testifying. 

The four men who were 
jailed tonight here were among 
23 members of the organiza-
tion sibpoenaed last Friday 
from six states as most of them 
were preparing to go to Miami 
Beaih to take part in demon-
strations at the National Demo-
cratic Convention. 

"At first we thought the Gov-
ernment was just harassing us 
to keep us out of Miami," said 
one of those subpoenaed. "Now, 
it appears that the Government 
is out to destroy us." 

Jack Levine of Philadelphia, 
one of the group's lawyers said, 
"This is an absolute outrage." 

Tonight, several members of 
Vietnam Veterans against the 
war, were calling associates in 
other states to urge them to 
come to here to demonstrate 
in support of the men in jail. 

Those being held were Jack 
L. Jennings and William Bruce 
Horton of Gainesville, Fla., John 

Victor Chambers of St. 
Petersburg, Fla., and Wayne 
Beverly of Auston, Tex. 

All are in their 20's. They 
were wearing Army or Marine 
fatigue uniforms. 

They went peacefully with a 
deputy United States marshal 
after the judge ordered them 
jailed. The 20 or so other mem-
bers of the group who waited o 
the second floor of the Federal.  
Court House at Talla- 
hassee through the day had 
planned to demonstrate if the,  
judge carried through with a 
request from a Justice Depart 
ment official, Guy Goodwin, tha 
the men be jailed. 

Refuses to Comment 
Mr. Goodwin, who has head-

ed several internal security in-
vestigations for the Justice De-
partment, has refused to com-
ment on the nature •of the cur-
rent investigation and tonight 
left the courtroom through a 
back door apparently to avoid 
reporters. 

Mr. Levine and James Reif, 
a lawyer from New York City, 
said that the Government's ac-
tions today proved a conten-
tion by the antiwar group that 
the Justice Department was 
trying to "stifle political com-
ment." 

The Government this after-
noon released 16 of the 23 
members who had been sub-
poenaed. Only three or four of 
them had even been called be-
fore the grand jury although 
the Government required them 
to remain here for almost a 
week. 

"They just wanted to keep 
us here until the Democratic 
Convention was over," one of 
them said. 

But the investigation took a 
more serious tone tonight after 
Judge Middlebrooks granted a 
request from Attorney General 
Richard Kleindienst that four 
of those subpoenaed be grant-
ed immunity so that they could 
be required to testify. 

The judge granted the im-
munity and then ordered the 
four to testify. They refused 
and the judge ordered them 
jailed. 


