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T
he M

eeting W
ith P

rem
ier K

osygin at G
lassboro, N

.J. 
A

F
T

E
R

 the six-day w
ar be-

tw
een

 th
e A

rab
s an

d
 Is-

raelis in
 Ju

n
e, 1

9
6
7
, as th

e 
U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s tried

 to
 fin

d
 

a p
erm

an
en

t settlem
en

t, w
e 

learn
ed

 th
at a larg

e S
o
v
iet 

d
eleg

atio
n
 h

ead
ed

 b
y
 K

o
sy

-
gin w

as com
ing to N

ew
 Y

ork 
for the U

.N
. m

eeting. A
lm

ost 
a
s so

o
n
 a

s th
e
 trip

 w
a
s 

k
n
o
w

n
, w

e b
eg

an
 to

 h
ear 

that K
osygin w

ould w
elcom

e 
a visit w

ith m
e, preferably in 

N
ew

 Y
ork. A

fter his trip w
as 

p
u
b
licly

 an
n
o
u
n
ced

, p
res-

sures increased on m
e, from

 
S

enators and others, to w
ork 

out a m
eeting. 

I in
v
ited

 K
o
sy

g
in

 to
 th

e 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se, w

h
ich

 I felt 
w

as th
e co

u
rteo

u
s th

in
g
 to

 
d
o
, th

o
u
g
h
 it m

ig
h
t p

o
se

 
p
ro

b
le

m
s fo

r h
im

. In
 th

e
 

charged atm
osphere of m

id-
1967 w

e recognized that the 
S

o
v
iet lead

er m
ig

h
t p

refer 
not to be an official guest in 
th

e U
.S

. cap
ital. T

h
e A

rab
s,. 

the C
hinese C

om
m

unists, the 
N

orth V
ietnam

ese and others 
m

ig
h
t m

isin
te

rp
re

t it o
r 

m
isu

n
d
erstan

d
 th

e circu
m

-
stan

ces. I th
erefo

re su
g
g
est-

ed
 C

am
p
 D

av
id

 as an
 alter-

native. K
osygin replied that 

h
e
 d

id
 n

o
t w

ish
 to

 c
a
m

e
 

to
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 o

r ev
en

 th
e 

W
ashington area—

w
hat w

as 
w

rong w
ith m

eeting in N
ew

 
Y

ork? 
T

he U
nited N

ations w
as in 

an
 ex

cited
, em

o
tio

n
al state 

and hardly provided the set-
tin

g
 fo

r q
u
iet, relax

ed
 talk

s 
b
etw

een
 S

o
v
iet an

d
 A

m
eri-

can leaders. T
here w

ould be 
p
ro

b
lem

s o
f secu

rity
 if w

e 
m

et elsew
here in the city of 

N
ew

 Y
ork. 

R
usk w

as in N
ew

 Y
ork for 

th
e U

.N
. m

eetin
g
. I ask

ed
 

h
im

 to
 su

g
g
est to

 K
o
sy

g
in

 
that w

e m
eet at M

aguire A
ir 

F
o
rce B

ase in
 N

ew
 Jersey

. 
K

o
sy

g
in

 to
ld

 R
u
sk

 th
at h

is 
going to a U

.S
. m

ilitary base 
w

ould be m
isunderstood. T

he 

S
oviet leader said that he fa-

v
o
re

d
 a

 m
e
e
tin

g
, a

n
d
 th

e
 

g
en

eral area o
f N

ew
 Jersey

 
w

as acceptable, but he could 
n
o
t g

o
 to

 a m
ilitary

 estab
-

lish
m

en
t. T

h
at w

as Ju
n
e 2

2
. 

T
he day before, m

y old friend 
G

o
v
. R

ich
ard

 J. H
u
g
h
es o

f 
N

ew
 Jersey

 h
ad

 called
 th

e 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se an

d
 talk

ed
 to

 
W

alt R
o
sto

w
. H

u
g
h
es h

ad
 

been reading about the prob-
lem

s of arranging a Johnson-
K

o
sy

g
in

 m
eetin

g
. W

h
y
 n

o
t 

ag
ree .o

n
 so

m
e site in

 N
ew

 
Jersey? he asked. 

I ask
ed

 M
arv

in
 W

atso
n
 to

 
call H

ughes and tell him
 that 

w
e
 w

e
re

 in
te

re
ste

d
 if h

e
 

co
u
ld

 su
g
g
est a g

o
o
d
 site—

n
o
t a b

ig
 city

, b
u
t o

n
e clo

se 
to

 an
 airp

o
rt, an

d
 in

 a q
u
iet 

se
ttin

g
. H

u
g
h
e
s h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

th
in

k
in

g
 h

a
rd

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 

n
ig

h
t an

d
 h

ad
 d

ecid
ed

 th
at 

G
lassb

o
ro

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e id

eal. It 
w

as a sm
all, peaceful college. 

to
w

n
. It w

as n
ear th

e m
id

-
p
o
in

t b
etw

een
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
and W

ashington. A
nd it w

as 
o
n
ly

 1
8
 m

iles fro
m

 P
h
ilad

el-
p
h
ia In

tern
atio

n
al A

irp
o
rt 

an
d
 1

0
 m

iles fro
m

 th
e N

ew
 

Jersey T
urnpike. 

I w
ill alw

ay
s h

as a w
arm

 
sp

o
t in

 m
y
 h

e
a
rt fo

r D
r. 

T
h
o
m

as E
. R

o
b
in

so
n
, th

e 
president of G

lassboro S
tate 

C
o
lleg

e, an
d
 fo

r h
is w

ife. 
F

ew
 people have the kind of 

p
atien

ce an
d
 co

n
sid

eratio
n
 

th
ey

 sh
o
w

ed
 w

h
en

 th
e "in

-
vaders" from

 W
ashington de-

scended that evening on their 
large old stone house, called 
H

o
lly

b
u
sh

. A
 m

assiv
e co

m
-

m
u
n
icatio

n
s n

etw
o
rk

 h
ad

 to
 

b
e in

stalled
 o

v
ern

ig
h
t fo

r u
s 

an
d
 fo

r o
u
r g

u
ests, as w

ell 
as fo

r th
e h

u
g
e p

ress co
rp

s 
th

at w
o
u
ld

 in
v
ad

e th
e tree-

lined cam
pus. W

ith so M
any 

p
e
o
p
le

 lik
e
ly

 to
 b

e
 in

 th
e
 

house for the m
eetings, tech-

n
ician

s also
 felt it n

ecessary
 

to
 in

stall air-co
n
d
itio

n
ers. 

C
om

plicated security arrange- 

m
en

ts h
ad

 to
 b

e m
ad

e fo
r 

both parties. W
e also had to 

p
rep

are lu
n
ch

 fo
r th

e v
isi-

to
rs. I w

a
s to

ld
 la

te
r th

a
t 

M
rs. R

obinson rem
ained stoic 

th
ro

u
g
h
 all th

ese ad
v
an

ce 
p
rep

aratio
n
s—

th
at is, u

n
til 

sh
e saw

 all th
e fo

o
d
 b

ein
g
 

rem
oved from

 her refrigera-
to

r. T
h
en

 sh
e w

en
t u

p
stairs 

fo
r a g

o
o
d
 an

d
 w

ell-earn
ed

 
cry. 

O
U

R
 h

elico
p
ters set d

o
w

n
 

o
n
 th

e fo
o
tb

all lfield
 at 

G
la

ssb
o
ro

 ju
st b

e
fo

re
 1

1
 

o'clock of F
riday m

orning, and 
w

hen w
e arrived at H

ollybush 
e
v
e
ry

th
in

g
 w

a
s In

 o
rd

e
r. 

P
rep

aratio
n
s th

at o
rd

in
arily

 
w

ould have required 12 days 
o
r m

o
re h

ad
 tak

en
 ju

st 1
2
 

hours. 
W

hen w
ord cam

e that the 
S

o
v
iet d

eleg
atio

n
 w

as d
e-

layed by heavy traffic on the 
tu

rn
p
ik

e, I v
isited

 w
ith

 th
e 

G
overnor and P

resident R
ob-

in
so

n
 an

d
 th

eir w
iv

es. T
h
en

 
I w

alk
ed

 o
u
tsid

e an
d
 sh

o
o
k
 

hands w
ith tow

nspeople and 
stu

d
en

ts w
h
o
, h

ad
 g

ath
ered

 
for this historic m

eeting. F
i-

nally, at 11:22 A
.M

., K
osygin's 

lim
ousine pulled up in front 

o
f th

e h
o
u
se an

d
 I w

alk
ed

 
d
o
w

n
 th

e step
s to

 w
elco

m
e 

h
im

. A
s w

e w
alk

ed
 to

w
ard

 
the house, the C

hairm
an and 

I ch
atted

 am
iab

ly
. 

H
e con-

gratulated m
e on becom

ing a 
grandfather tw

o days earlier. 
"I h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 o

n
e
 fo

r 1
8
 

y
ears," h

e said
 w

ith
 a g

rin
, 

"an
d
 I h

av
e n

o
 reg

rets." 
W

e w
en

t d
irectly

 in
to

 D
r. 

R
o
b
in

so
n
's stu

d
y
, ju

st th
e 

tw
o
 o

f u
s an

d
 o

u
r in

terp
re-

ters. W
e w

ere to spend m
ost 

of tw
o w

orking days in that 
q
u
iet ro

o
m

, d
iscu

ssin
g
 th

e 
sta

te
 o

f th
e
 w

o
rld

 a
n
d
 its 

m
ajo

r p
ro

b
lem

s, esp
ecially

 
those that concerned us both. 

F
or the m

ost part, K
osygin 

w
as reserv

ed
 b

u
t frien

d
ly

 
d
u
rin

g
 o

u
r lo

n
g
 talk

s. W
e 

sp
o
k
e o

f o
u
r g

ran
d
ch

ild
ren

  

an
d
 o

f o
u
r h

o
p
es th

at th
ey

 
w

o
u
ld

 g
ro

w
 u

p
 in

 a w
o
rld

 
o
f p

eace. H
e d

escrib
ed

 h
is 

ex
p
erien

ces in
 L

en
in

g
rad

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e lo
n
g
 G

erm
an

 
sieg

e o
f th

at g
reat city

 d
u
r-

ing W
orld W

ar IL
 T

he m
em

-
o
ry

 o
f w

ar's h
o
rro

r w
as al-

w
ays w

ith the S
oviet people, 

h
e
 sa

id
, a

n
d
 th

e
y
 w

a
n
te

d
 

nothing but peace. 
I p

ick
ed

 u
p
 h

is p
o
in

t an
d
 

review
ed all the steps .1 had 

tak
en

 as P
resid

en
t to

 lessen
 

co
ld

 w
ar ten

sio
n
s. N

o
w

, I 
said, it w

as tim
e to take new

 
step

s. I to
ld

 h
im

 th
at I h

ad
 

been w
aiting for three m

onths 
fo

r h
is an

sw
er o

n
 startin

g
 

talks on A
B

M
's and IC

B
M

's. 
A

s soon as I brought up stra-
tegic arm

s talks, he changed 
th

e
 su

b
je

c
t to

 th
e
 M

id
d
le

 
E

ast. T
h
is b

ecam
e a p

attern
 

d
u
rin

g
 b

o
th

 d
a
y
s o

f o
u
r 

talks. E
ach tim

e I m
entioned 

m
issile

s, K
o
sy

g
in

 ta
lk

e
d
 

ab
o
u
t A

rab
s an

d
 Israelis. 

A
t o

n
ly

 o
n
e p

o
in

t in
 o

u
r 

first se
ssio

n
 d

id
 K

o
sy

g
in

 
seem

 close to becom
ing really 

h
eated

. H
e 

said 
w

e
 h

a
d
 

talked about territorial integ-
rity

 b
efo

re th
e M

id
d
le E

ast 
w

ar, b
u
t w

e h
ad

 en
d
ed

 b
y
 

protecting aggression. H
e in-

sisted
 th

at Israeli tro
o
p
s g

o
 

b
ack

 to
 th

e o
rig

in
al arm

is-
tice lin

es an
d
 th

at th
e q

u
es-

tio
n
 o

f o
p
en

in
g
 th

e G
u
lf o

f 
A

q
ab

a b
e referred

 to
 th

e In
-

tern
atio

n
al C

o
u
rt o

f Ju
stice. 

T
hen, he said, and the im

pli-
cation w

as "only then," could 
w

e d
iscu

ss o
th

er p
ro

b
lem

s. 
A

t th
at p

o
in

t h
e cam

e clo
se 

to
 issu

in
g
 a th

reat. U
n
less 

w
e agreed to his form

ula, he 
d
eclared

, th
ere w

o
u
ld

 b
e a 

w
ar—

"a very great w
ar." H

e 
said

 th
e A

rab
s w

o
u
ld

 fig
h
t 

w
ith

 arm
s if th

ey
 h

ad
 th

em
 

an
d
, if n

o
t, w

ith
 b

are h
an

d
s. 

"A
ll tro

o
p
s m

u
st b

e w
ith

-
d
raw

n
 at o

n
ce," h

e said
. 

If they fight w
ith w

eapons, 
I rep

lied
, w

e w
o
u
ld

 k
n
o
w

  

w
h
ere th

ey
 g

o
t th

em
. T

h
en

 
I lean

ed
 fo

rw
ard

 an
d
 said

 
slo

w
ly

 an
d
 q

u
ietly

: "L
et u

s 
u
n
d
erstan

d
 o

n
e an

o
th

er. I 
hope there w

ill be no w
ar. If 

th
ere is a w

ar, I h
o
p
e it w

ill 
n
o
t b

e
 a

 b
ig

 w
a
r. If th

e
y
 

fig
h
t, I h

o
p
e th

ey
 fig

h
t w

ith
 

fists an
d
 n

o
t w

ith
 g

u
n
s." I 

to
ld

 h
im

 th
at I h

o
p
ed

 b
o
th

 
our countries could keep out 
of any M

iddle E
ast explosion 

because "if w
e do get into it, 

it w
ill b

e
 a

 m
o
st se

rio
u
s 

m
atter." 
I tried

 rep
eated

ly
 to

 b
rin

g
 

the talks back to lim
iting the 

m
issile race. I in

v
ited

 M
c-

N
am

ara to
 jo

in
 th

is d
iscu

s-
sion. A

t lunch, he and I m
ade 

th
e stro

n
g
est case w

e co
u
ld

 
fo

r o
p
en

in
g
 strateg

ic arm
s 

talk
s im

m
ed

iately
, b

u
t K

o
-

sy
g
in

 ap
p
aren

tly
 h

ad
 co

m
e 

to
 G

lassb
o
ro

 w
ith

 a b
lo

ck
 

ag
ain

st th
is su

b
ject. T

im
e 

an
d
 tim

e ag
ain

 h
e im

p
lied

 
th

at w
e o

n
ly

 w
an

ted
 to

 talk
 

about lim
iting A

B
M

's, w
hile 

th
e S

o
v
iets felt th

at A
B

M
's 

and offensive nuclear w
eap-

o
n
s sh

o
u
ld

 b
e lin

k
ed

. I re-
assu

red
 h

im
 rep

eated
ly

 th
at 

w
e w

an
ted

 to
 lim

it b
o
th

 o
f-

fensive and defensive w
eap-

ons, and M
cN

am
ara said the 

sam
e. B

u
t th

e p
o
in

t d
id

 n
o
t 

get across clearly—
or K

osy-
g
in

 ch
o
se n

o
t to

 u
n
d
erstan

d
. 

T
hat F

riday, and w
hen w

e 
m

et again on S
unday, I tried 

several tim
es to persuade K

o-
sy

g
in

 to
 ag

ree to
 a tim

e an
d
 

p
lace fo

r m
issile lim

itatio
n
 

talk
s. "N

am
e th

e p
lace," I 

said
. "G

iv
e u

s a d
ate—

n
ex

t 
w

eek
, n

ex
t m

o
n
th

. W
e w

ill 
b
e th

ere. S
ecretary

 M
cN

a-
m

ara is read
y
 n

o
w

." B
u
t It 

seem
ed obvious that K

osygin 
h
ad

 co
m

e w
ith

o
u
t th

e au
-

th
o
rity

 n
eed

ed
 fro

m
 th

e S
o
-

viet P
residium

 to m
ake firm

 
co

m
m

itm
en

t. W
e d

id
 p

ro
m

-
ise to

 co
n
tin

u
e o

u
r search

 
fo

r ag
reem

en
t th

ro
u
g
h
 talk

s 
betw

een R
usk and G

rom
yko 

in N
ew

 Y
ork. 


