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THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

The two attached articles are by the Pulitzer Prize winner 
Les Payne, a black investigative reporter with Newsday. 
They represent one of the most significant pieces of 

information made available on the circumstances of the 

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in Memphis 

April 4, 1968. Subsequently Mark Lane, a Washington, D. C., 

assassinologist, re-interviewed some of the same sources 

mentioned in these articles and claimed that he had 

discovered this new information. 

For further information on the assassination of Dr. King read: 

Harold Weisberg, Frame-Up. The Martin Luther King/James Earl  

Ray Case. 	Containing Suppressed Evidence. New York: 
Outerbridge & Dienstrey, 1971. 	Copies of this hard to 
find book are available from the author, who also lectures 

on the subject, for $10.75 which includes postage. 
Harold Weisberg 
Route 12, Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Maryland 	21701 

David R. Wrone 
Professor of History 
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unexplained circumstances surrounding 
r  the assassination of Martin Luther 
,• King. 	1 
t  Newsday has learned that FBI in-
formants actively participated in the 

, rioting in Memphis in 1968 which drew 
the Rev. Dr. King back to the city 
where he was killed. 

p Several FBI informants and at least 
s  one undercover agent for the Memphis 
t Police Department were among the 
most active members of a young, vio-
ence-prone klack group which openly 

• opposed King's peaceful march sup-
porting the city's sanitation workers. 

According to some witnesses, the 
100-member group called the Invaders 

1$  led the March 28 riots which attempted 
to discredit Kin g 's efforts. Following 
the riot, in which one youth was killed, 

' scores injured and 238 arrested, King 
vowed that he would return to prove 
that he still could lead a nonviolent de- 1 
II1011S tation. 

1 "Dr. King would never have-  re-
turned to Memphis if the violence had 

, not happened," said the Rev. J e s se 
GJackson, who was one of King's aides 
in the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. "We never intended to get 
bogged down in Memphis." 

The Invaders created major disrup- 
t ions among local blacks supporting.  
King, according to his aides. They crit-

, ic ized King for his nonviolent ap-
, proach and urged local blacks to "burn, , 
baby, burn." On April 4, the day King 
was killed, the groups met with him 
and his staff and threatened renewed 
violence unless they were given 8750,- 
000 to redevelop their community. 
"They just got louder and louder," one 
aide who was at the meeting recalled. 
"We told them 

th
em we didn't have access to 

that kind of money We had to put 
them out." ' 

Two sources said FBI agents and 
Memphis policemen admitted that they 
had "penetnatd" the Invaders with 
several informers. One of the inform- 
ants reportedly planned a large portion L  

".. . ',I,- . 	Is• 

of the group's vio'ent confrontations. 
Police and FBI officials were regularly 
provided with detailed information 
about the group's plans, activities and 
meetings. "They knew everything that 

• went on at Invaders' meetings," one 
source said. "It was as if 'they had a 
tape recorder there." The undercover 
Memphis policeman who joined the In-
vaders was at the scene of the violence 
on the day of the riot, several sources 
said. He is reportedly still a member of 
the Memphis force. - , 

"Weston [not the real name of the 
undercover police agent] was very vo-
cal, very active," said a former leader 
of the Invaders who has talked to the 
policeman since he was discovered to 
be a member of the force. "He had a 
7.62 Russian automatic rifle  and he 
was armed every time we were armed. 
He was always suggesting actions that 
we should take; I foyer saw him physi-
cally attack anyone. But he was one of 
the most provocative members of the 
Invaders." 

The Invaders, who wore jackets with 
their names printed on the backs, were 
organized in late 19 6 7 . The youths 
were led mainly by college students at 
nearby Memphis State and LeMoyne 
Colleges. The Invaders denounced the 
nonviolent strategy, but ortered pro-
tection for King and his staff members. 
"They, like other blacks in the country, 
were naturally frustrated by the slow 
pace of change," said the Rev. Hoseah 
Williams, Atlanta SCLC director. "We 
usually put them to work as parade 
marshals or security guards. They 
would never have hurt Dr. King. But 
those who infiltrated our groups, and 
we could never identify them, tried to 
exploit the youngsters' frustrations and 
neglect and turn them against us." . 

The FBI and Memphis police veri-
fied recently that they had informants 
among the Invaders in 1968. However, 
Henry Lux, who was the assistant po-
lice chief in Memphis, downplayed the 
group's role in the March 28 violence. 
Robert G. Jensen, v,,,ho was the FBI. 
agent in charge at the time, said, "I: 

—Continued on Page 25 
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