D.A. CIaims_ He'’s
Got the Goods

In recent years, Jim Garrison
and Clay L. Shaw had become two
of New Orleans’ hest-known citi-
zens. At times, their pictures and
names had appeared in the city's
newspapers almost as regularly
as grocery ads.

Mr. Shaw's public image was
that of 3 well-tailored, urbane
man of international commerce
who devoted z substantial part
of this life fo helping establish
New Orleans as the major “gate-

[

way” for trade with Latin-Ameri-
can countries. When he retired
two years ago after nearly two
decades as director of the city’s
International Trade Mart, he left
behind a monument ty both him-
self and the city: the gleaming
white Trade Mart Building that
towers above dowmtowanew Or-
leans.

‘s image, although
of an entirely different sort, was
even better known. He is the city’s
flambayant, hard-hitting District
Attorney — a man who appears

never to have missed an opportu-
Ty Tor T
LITGer ente e won office by
demntrenched political
organization five years ago, then
battled eight Jjudges, the state leg-
islature ang the businessmen of
Bourbon Street to carry out what
he said was an all-out war on vice
and crime in New Orleans,

Although it was a matter of
some debate just how well he suc-
ceeded, enough people gave him
enough credit to re-elect him Iast
year. With six-foot, six-inch Jim
Garrison, the “Jolly green giant”
around, there was seldom a ull
moment, And no one in New Op-
leans was Pparticularly surprised to
learn three weeks ago that -he
Wwas now taking on the Warren
Commission’s conclusions that Lee
Harvey Oswald IKilled President
Kennedy alone and that there was
No conspiracy.

No one was particularly sur-
prised, either, to hear My, Garri-
son claim that there was 3 “plot,”
and that he had “solved” the as-
sassination. And there was no
great: outery over the fact that
Mr. Garrison offered no immediate
proof to back up his accusations,
That frequently has been Mr. Gar-
rison’s style,

But to say that New Orleans

was_surprised Jast week when Mr.
son‘s office suddenly arrested

M. VI’ ; Mes

375767

Mr, Shaw a0d accused him of par-
) ﬁc1patj.r.g in a plot to assassinate

Fresident Kennedy would be the
grossest sort of understatement.

Today New Orleans is a city
divided. Many appear to have com-
plete faith in Mr, Garrison, Others
question his sincerity and his mo-
tivation. They believe there is no
Justification for the investigation,
and feel it was an outrage to ar-
rest Mr. Shaw without filing for-
mal charges and carefully detail-
ing his reasons for the arrest,
particularly in view of Mr, Shaw's
categorical denial and of United
State Artorney General Ramsey
Clerk’s statement this weelk that
an F.B.L investigation had shown
there was no basis for the, charge.

Mr. Gurrisors explanation for
the arres: rested on a search war-
rant app ication, In it, his office
contende¢ that a “confidential in-
formant” had said that M, Shaw,
Oswald znd the Iate David W.
Ferrie, a free-lance airline pilot,
and “others” had agreed in a clan.
destine mzeting in New Orleans in
September, 1963 to kill the Presi-
dent. ; :

At weei's end, Mr. Shaw was
still awaiting a formal charge, but
no further explanation from Mr.
Garrison appeared likely until a
preliminary hearing on March 14.
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