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~ Report Says Non-Tax
IRS Spying Continues

‘ Los Angeles

Despite a publiec announce-
ment by the Internal Reye-
nue -Service 20 months ago
that it was halting all non-

_ tax-related intelligence gath-

ering -activities, such clan-

- destine efforts by the agency -

continued at least through
January, 1975, the Los Ange-

. les Times has learned.

. Unlike disclosures made
during the Watergate hear-
ings ‘that IRS-collected data

was used to harass so-called
White House enemies, the -
continuing effort appears fo
have been aimed primarily, |
i not exclusively, at income |

tax protest greups.

IRS intelligence agents
have a legitimate role inves-

tigating actual or prospec- |

tive eriminal acts related to
tax evasion.

But affidavits filed in fed- |

eral court here quote ex-
cerpts from internal IRS
files ~which reveal that
agents went far afield from
legitimate tax-related inves-
tigations.

The affidavils were filed
bv Deputy Federal Public
Defender Laurie 8. Harris
on behalf of income tax
protester - Terrence Oaks
who is seeking — on grounds
of discriminatory prosecu-
tion — to-overturn his 1972
conviction for failure to file
1971 income tax returns ahd
filing a false withholding ex-
emption form. .

. 'The documents reveal IRS
agents between June 1972,
and January, 1975, IRS
agents:

- @ Followed some tax
protesters to church and re-

ported on the contents of the
germons given.

® Recorded the names,
felephone numbers and car
‘license numbers -of all per-
gons attending meetings of

" the Los Angeles Tax Rebel-
lion Committee and other

snfi-income tax groups —
apparently whether the indi-

viduals were members jof

the organizations or not.

@ Included in their intelli-
gence reports the names of
any politician who attended
meetings -of tax protestors
or just had his name men-
tioned at such gatherings-

@ Monitored the conversa-
tions of Oaks while in the
corridors of the U.S. court-
house - hiere, possibly over-
hearing privileged conversa-
tions between Oaks and his
attorney.

The Timeshas also learned
that on Aug. 15, 1973; five
days after IRS Commlsswn-
er Donald C. Alexander an-
nounced dissolution, of the

" geeret intelligence gathering

Special Services Staff, the
IRS adopted a policy of pro-
secuting tax protest leaders
as a means of protest.”

IRS officials contacted in

Washington, D.C., said they .

would not comment on the
latest allegations of agency
spying because they were

.part of a pendmg court ac-

tion. -

But® an IRS spokesman]

pointed out that following
other- recent allegations of
improper agency surveil-
lance programs Commission-
er Alexander January 21 or-
dered an indefinite halt to
all intelligence gathermg by
IRS pendmg a review to

“make sure'only tax-related

data is collected.

The Oaks case is sched-
uled for a hearing before

U.S. District Judge Willlam

P. Gray .today and .Miss

Harris has asked the court
to dismiss the case against

.the 37-year-old elecirician on.

grounds that he was “sin-
gled out for prosecution be-
cause he is a vocal oppo-
nent of the mcome ‘tax sys-
tem 2

Miss Harris gainedavccess
to the IRS intelligence files

— something even cougres-

sional investigating commit-
t{ees have been denied —

- only on the condition by

Gray that shemot reveal the
names of any th1rd parties
listed.

As a result, her affidavits
delete the actual names of

persons besides Oaks who

were listed as being under
surveillance by IRS.

But the affidavits nonethe-

tration of tax protest groups !
and the collection of some
seemingly extraneous mate-
rial on members and their -
activities.

Common practice, accord-

_ing to the memos cited in

the affidavits, was to take
down the names, telephone |
numbers and car license
numbers of persons in at-
tendance at fax protest-
meetings. :
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