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The U.S. Postal Service...

last year recorded for peri- "

ods of a month or miore the*
origins of all mail received:

by about 4400 individuals’

and businesses in the United
States at. the request of doz-
ens of federal, state and lo-

statistics reported to Con-
gress show.

The, sta,tijstics‘ were ob-

tain yesterday by The
Washington Post, They show
the agencies requesting the

mail surveillances ranged

from the Agriculture De-
partment,
Health, Education and Wel-
fare and Interstate: Com-
merce Commission to local

polite departments and the '

Department of.

SuRY -

Roy al Canadlan Mounted
Police.

#The: flgures which are to.

be "disclosed today at a hear-.

.ing of “the House Judiciary .

-Conimittee’s * subcominittee
‘on administration of justice,-
are believed by subcommit-
‘tee sources to be the first

- time the full extent of mail

. cal agencies, Postal _S.ervwe.j"‘Surveillance within the Uni-

ted States has been publicly
_disclosed.

Sources in the subcommit-
tee, which is headed by Rep-
‘resentative Robert Kasten-
meier (Dem-Wis.), said
Postal Service officials have
maintained to the staff that
the surveillances are legal
but have admitted they did

‘not know why agencies such

as Agriculture would want
to look at people’s mail.
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While it could not be de-
termined ' last night why
‘agencies such as Agriculture
and HEW wanted such sur-
veillances, the sources spec-

‘wlated that Agriculture, for

example, may use them to
detect fraud in its food
stamp program.

But the sources said none
of ‘the surveillances were
conducted with a court order
or subpoena.

In contrast, American Tel- -

ephone & Telegraph Co.

says it will notturn over re--
cords of toll calls without a
subpoena or summons.

The mail surveillances,
known as mail covers, . do
ot entail opening mail.

Instead, postal officials
make a record before mail
is delivered to homes and
businesses of data appearing
on the outside of the enve-
lopes.

These data, which include
the sender’s name and ad-
dress and the date and place
of " the postmark, are for-
warded by the Postal Serv-
ice to the agency that re-
quested . the cover. -

~In its own regulations re-
published this month the
Postal Service said mail
covers are available only to
law enforcement agencies to
protect the national securi-

" ty, locate a fugitive or ob-

tain.evidence of a crime or
attempted crime.

Despite this, the mail cov-
er statistics reported last
week to Kastenmeier show
that the most of the agencies
requesting them are not nor-
mally  considered
enforcement agencies.

W ashington Post

Tlaw- .|



