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A" man who identified him-
self-as a former operative of
‘th'e Central Intelligence
"'Agency said yesterday that
“‘when hie resigned in 1959 the
Post Office Department was
‘covertly assisting the CIA in
"intercepting and copying the :
mafl of U.S. citizens. -

. Melvin Crain, 53, a profes- ¢
-sor cof political science- at
San-Diego State University,
said CIA officials nvolvedin
the “‘mail tapping’’ acknowl-
edged to him that it was an
illegal and unconstitutional
invasion of the National Se-
eurity Act of 1947, which
created the inté]ligence
agency.

He said his colleagues jus-
tified the operation, how-
ever, as heing necessary to
“achieve our mission” of
safeguarding American se-
curity against the Smnet Un-
‘lgl‘l

A _SQUOkesman for tlne Post~

al. Service in Washington,
Jamison Cain, defied that '
the 'service ‘“‘has ever or is
now? involved in opemng:
the private mail of Ameu i
ean citizens.

The Post Office's alleged
screening of letters written
by Americans, mostly o rel-
atives or friends in the Sovi-'
et Union, was said to have
started in the summer of
1858 during the second term
of the Eisenhower Adnums—
tramon

. Accordmg 0 Crain’s ac-
. count, the post office depa:rt-
.ment set up areas in post of-
fices in New York City and °
New Otleans, staffed] by spe-
eial cleared personnel,
where: special equipment
was nsed to gpen, copy and
reseal letters®from Amerdi-
cans about whom fthe CIA
sought information, '

“'f“he surreptitous opening
‘of U.S. mail was the last
straw for me,” said Crain,

who reszgved from the CIA |

in June 1959 seven monms i

 whether such mail. opemng

o fice  dpartment and “the

Washingtor declined to com-

crecy under an arrangement
among the CIA, the postof-

A CIA . spokesmaﬁ m

ment on whether Crain ever
worked for the agency oron’

was _carried out,
Crain, who Sa_ld

@

the CIA in Septebmpbe

said the agency nge him-a-:

“Staff D clearanceia su-
persensﬂ:w e
ance — in

that' made i

-highly secret maﬂ mtefcep
tions. Thereafter, he saidhis -
office read about six inter--,

~cepted letters from Ameri-

- cans each day. , ;u\;

Most of the letters were in ,‘
English, to friends and rel;;- !
tives in the Soviet Union, -
Crain said.

+ Crain said he had carried
his complaint to his stipeti- ™
or, Richard Bissell, deputy ,
dnector of the CIA’s office
of plans, “who said he was
surprised. and shocked and
would take steps to end the
mail surveillance, but noth-
ing happened.” S

Craini said that in May,
ulations, he went outsidet he
agency and consulted Dean
Acheson, then in privafe law

s practice in Washington after

serving as ‘scecretary of
State in the Truman adnnm
istration.

He \went to Achesdﬂ;‘ ‘he
said, because he believed -
Acheson had extensive influ-
ence with members of the

. Eisenhower administration.

“But Acheson smd dis-
intrested and  impatient
during - our interview. He
said he would make a few
“phone calls to see what
could be done. But he never
got in touch with me and 1

f-’never tried to see f*‘hlm

again,”’
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Longer NYTimes version,
same date, filed
CIA (domestic)l

See also that file,

SEC 9 Jan 75 - Postal Service Chief Quits
|Elmer T. Klassen, 8 Jan,
announced resignation |

SFC 13 Jan 75— FBI Was Closing In On
Klassen (Jack Anderson)

% [zﬁv‘ithout any tell-tale

signs of tamprrlngl



