
W
ashington 

F
ed

eral ag
en

ts 
covertly 

tape-record their ow
n con-

versations w
ith 

suspected 
crim

inals in m
ore than 1000 

cases a year, the Justice D
e-

partm
ent 

disclosed yester-
d
ay

. 
In

v
estig

ato
rs fo

r v
ario

u
s 

ag
en

cies rely
 o

n
 so

-called
 

"consensual m
onitoring" far 

m
ore often than they em

ploy 
court-authorized w

iretaps 
and bugs to eavesdrop on a 
suspect's conversations w

ith 
his associates and innocent 
callers, said A

ssistant A
ttor-

ney G
eneral H

enry E
. Peter-

sen,. 
D

epartm
ent guidelines re-

quire federal agencies to ob-
tain the approval of P

eter-
sen or one of his deputies be-
fore undertaking such eaves- 

dropping. T
hose guidelines 

w
ere m

ade public as P
eter-

sen and A
ttorney G

eneral 
W

illiam
 B

. S
axbe testified 

before the N
ational C

om
m

is-
sion for the R

eview
 of F

ed-
eral and S

tate L
aw

s R
elat-

ing to W
iretapping and E

lec-
tronic Surveillance. 

T
he  com

m
ission, estab-

lished' by C
ongress in 1973, 

includes m
em

bers of C
on-

gress and private citizens. 

M
ost previous inquiries 

in
to

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t w
iretap

 
policies have centered on 
court-authorized electronic 
surveillance, em

ployed pri-
m

arily in organized crim
e 

cases. and so-called national 
security taps authorized by 
the attorney general. 

L
ittle attention has been 

focused on cases in w
hich an  agent records his ow

n tele-
phone conversation w

ith a 
crim

inal suspect or w
ears a 

recording device hidden in 
his clothing w

hile m
eeting 

suspects. 
P

etersen said he believes 
this type of eavesdropping is 
exem

pt kern the federal law
 

requiring 
a co

u
rt 

w
arrant 

- for w
iretapping or bugging, 

because the agent or inform
-

er consents to the recording 
of his ow

n conversation. 

T
he law

 requires the court 
w

arrant only W
hen one of 

th
e su

rv
eillan

ce "targ
ets" 

has consented, he said. 

P
etersen, head of the de-

partm
ent's crim

inal di vi-
sion, 

c
alled

 th
e p

ractice 
absolutely indispensable to 
effectiv

e fed
eral law

 en
-

forcenient" and urged the  com
m

ission to reject any ef-
fo

rt to
 tig

h
ten

 leg
islativ

e 
control over it. 

T
he departm

ent for five 
years has im

posed its ow
n 

regulations governing t h e 
practice. 

T
hese rules require that 

all federal agencies obtain 
the approval of the assistant 
attorney general or one of 
h
is d

ep
u
ties b

efo
re u

sin
g
 

an
y
 m

ech
an

ical d
ev

ice to
 

eavesdrop on conversations 
w

ith
o
u
t th

e co
n
sen

t o
f all 

participants. 

T
he agencies affected in-

clude the FB
I, the D

rug E
n-

forcem
ent A

dm
inistration, 

Internal R
evenue Service, Se-

cret Service, C
ustom

s Serv-
ice and other federal investi-
gative units. 
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SE
N

 
H

e called it 'in
d

isp
en

sab
le' 

A
ccording to departm

ent 
statistics, there have been 
5609 cases of agents record-
ing 

conversations through 
devices concealed on them

-
selv

es fro
m

 Jan
. 1

, 1
9

6
9

, 
through A

ugust of this year. 

B
y

 co
n

trast, th
ere w

ere 
o
n
ly

 a
b
o
u
t 9

0
0
 c

o
u
rt-

authorized 
w

iretaps during 
the sam

e, span. 
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