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The FBI must expunge a
person 's arrest record from
its. criminal files if the ar-
rested person was exonerat-
ed and released withoutf.
¢harge, a U.S. Court of Ap-
peals ruled here yesterday.

{In a 2Y-page opinion, the
three-]udge panel said the
FBI had “no authority tore-
tain’ the record of a Califor-
nia man, Dale B. Menard,
who was arrested on suspi-
cion of burglary but never
charged with a crime.

Menai*d a 19-year-old col-
lege student at the time, was
arrested in Los Angeles in
August, 1965. He was
~ booked, fingerprinted and

held in police custody for
more than two days. No in-
formation, according to the
court’s opinion, was found
“that tied Menard to any
cnm‘e » A fingerprint card
was subsequently forwarded
to! the FBI which read, “Re-
leased — unable to connect
Wlth any felony or mlsde-
mea“xor at this time.”

nYesterday, ‘the court sald
the “FBI has the respon51-
bility to expunge the inci-
“dent from its crlmmal iden-
t{_fxcatmn files.”
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