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Ervin said, "The subcommit-
tee has been informed that, 
under the provision in the De-
fense Department . directive 
prohibiting covert penetration 
of civilian organizattions un-
less approved by the Secretary 
of Defense or .  his designees, 
several such penetrations—tip 
more than three: in any given 
year'—have been authorized 
since ,1971." 	.. 	• 	: 

Ervin added. "Although the 
subcommittee has not been in 
formed of the details of these 

special opetiiions, they appar-

ently 
 

 involved the covert pen-
etration of anti-military civil-
ian groups who were thought 
to pose a threat to military 
personnel or property" 

The senator also said his 
subcommittee has been in-
formed that the Defense De-
partment has "undertakep 
three 'plumber' operations to 

He said that although 
committee investigators we e 
assured that Defense Depart- j 
ment !agents interviewed only 
persons connected with the 
Defense Department, the 1971 
Defense Department directive 
appears to place no limitation 
on the scope of such investiga-
tion and thus they could spill 
over into the civilian comm.u-
nity. 

ErVin said • there was also a 
Case in which military intelli-
gence agents operating under 
the pretext of investigating 
military personnel in 19711 
helped local police in Prince 
William County, Va:, identify 
29 civilians during an investi-
gation of a drug ring. 

Jordan said that in early 
1969, the Defense Department 
made a strong effort to with-
draw from the job of collect-
ing information dealing with 
civil disturbances. He said 
that although early drafts of 
the plan on inter-department 
action approved by President 
Nixon in April, 1969, "placed 
the obligation for furnishing 
necessary information on the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the key language was 
inexplicably removed near the 
end of the process of coordina-
tion, at the insistence of the 
Department of Justice." 
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