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Ervin Opens 

Hearings on 

Data Banks 
Washington 

Senator Sam J. Ervin 
(Dem-N.C. ) said yesterday 
that strict legislation is 
needed t o safeguard the 
rights of individuals whose 
arrest records are now 
stored in federal crime com-
puters with virtually no 
controls. 

Ervin, who has introduced 
a bill on data bank safe-
guards, made his comments 
as his subcommittee on con-
stitutional rights opened a 
week of hearings on the sub-
ject. The administration has 
also offered a safeguards 
measure. 

The Ervin measure was 
supported in testimony from 
Massachusetts Goiernor.  
Francis Sargent and Senator 
Charles M c C. Mathias 
(Rep.-Md.). 

Sargent,. whose state has 
refused to join the FBI's Na-
tional Crime Information 
Center until proper federal 
safeguards are enacted, tes-
tified that because the FBI 
uses it s information for 
non-law enforcement pur-
poses in conflict with the 
`Massachusetts system-  the 
state those not to partici-
pate for fear of losing its 
controls on the criminal his-
tory data: 

Mathias said the FBI's in-
formation center now has 
more than five million files, 
of which 500,000 are criminal 
history records. 
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