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' U.S. Drops:.
- Suit on Mass.
- Criminal File

i Special to The Washinegton Post

' BOSTON, Sept. 25—The fed- |
eral government today said it
.is withdrawing its court suit
_to gain ‘blanket access to Mas-
sachusetts’ computerized crim-
~inal-history files. - - -
The suit was

cies—the Small Business Ad-
ministration and the Defense
Investigation Services—which
had been denied access to the
files by the Massachusetts
Criminal History Systems
Board. :

The Criminal History Board |
“had denied access because nei-
ther agency met Massachu- |
setts’ requirements that such
files be open only to, criminal
justice agencies and .agencies
with statutory authorizatioh to |
use such files to conduct in-|
vestigations. ) . i

filed Iast'u_
spring on behalf of two agen-|

Surv

In making a request that the
suit be dismissed, Deputy U.S.
Attorney General William D.
Ruckelshaus suggested  that
the two agencies seek authori-
zation from Congress.

Massachusetts Gov, Francis
W. Sargent hailed the Justice
Department decision as a ma-
jor victory. “We were fight-
ing,” he said, “to protect our
right to privacy. :

“The people of Massachu-
setts,” Sargent said, “can take
pride that once again they
were in the forefront of an im-
portant effort tas protect the
rights of the individual.”
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