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WIRETAP EVIDENCE
%
1 ﬁARRED IN.U.S. CASE
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7' MIAMI, March 24—A Federal
;judge here, in a ruling highly
icritical of the Justice Depart-
iment’s wiretap authorization
\procedures, has  suppressed
i wiretap evidence in a ‘narcotics
case..
i Judge William O. Mehrtens
Hin United States District Court
truled on Friday -that the wire-
taporder to gather information
in the case, which involves five
defendants, had been unlaw=|,
fully obtained: by the Ju«sg
JDepartment then run by <f
iney General John N. Mxt@hell
% Judge Mehrteris said that the
. *Justxce Department had submit-
tted to the court statements that
were “pa'benﬂy misleading and |
iunrde.” Had ‘private citizens
:been ‘engaged ;n‘such actions,
 the “judge ‘continued, it would
ibe “nothing less than contempt
tof court.” ;
% Under t ev Omnibus Crime
: Control “Act ‘of . 1968, only thé
: Attome@!x General or a specially
. designated asmstant attorney
- hay authorize a wiretap appli-
cation ' to be submitted to a
- Federal’ ]udge, who then might
approve’it b ‘pnly for 30 days
; at a‘time,
:  “At long 1 £ Judge Mehr-
* tens. wrote, “the record is now
clear;that Sol Lindenbaum [Mr.
" Mitchell’s executive assistant]
made the authorization in this
~case: It:is of more than passmg
significance that the Justice De-
. partment mastered a procédure
which - included - ghost-written
and false and m1slead1ng memo-
_randa’ and data.? "
" The ruling couldhave somé
bearing on another .case in
Judge Mehrtens’s” ‘court - in
whieh 27 lawyers from all over| -
. the country are, lﬁ‘éllengmg :the
\ validity of five wr T:ap a!uthor-
-izatigns made:; by e“' Justice |
”-Depgﬁﬂent under, Mr, Mltchell
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