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C
o
p

s' C
o
m

p
u

ter T
h

a
t K

n
o
w

s A
ll 

B
y H

u
el W

ash
in

gton
 

A
 B

ig
 B

ro
th

er m
ach

in
e 

w
h
ich

 in
 seco

n
d
s can

 tell a 
p
o
lic

e
m

a
n
 if a

 p
e
rso

n
 is 

w
a
n
te

d
 o

r a
 c

a
r is sto

le
n
 

w
as u

n
v

eiled
 y

esterd
ay

 at 
S

a
n

 F
ra

n
c
isc

o
's H

a
ll o

f 
Ju

stice. 
S

ta
rtin

g
  n

e
x

t M
o

n
-

d
ay

, 1
6
 su

ch
 m

ach
in

es w
ill 

be operating round-the-clock, 
lin

k
ed

 to
 a crim

e-fig
h
tin

g
 

system
 called C

A
B

L
E

, w
hich 

stands for C
om

puter A
ssisted 

B
ay A

rea L
aw

 E
nforcem

ent. 
m

ent. 
In

fo
rm

atio
n

 fed
 in

to
 th

e 
m

achines w
ill reach the files' 

o
f sev

eral sy
stem

s o
f lo

cal, 
reg

io
n
al, state, an

d
 fed

eral 
jurisdictions w

ithin a m
atter 

of seconds. O
nly one inquiry 

is necessary. 
In

 th
e p

ast, sep
arate co

n
-

tacts at each level of law
 en-

fo
rcem

en
t w

ere req
u
ired

 to
  

g
et a co

m
p

lete reco
rd

 o
f 

one's transgressions. 
W

O
R

T
H

 
S

an F
rancisco police offi-

cials b
eliev

e th
e m

ach
in

es 
w

ill im
m

ediately prove they 
are w

orth the $402,000 being 
sp

e
n
t to

 p
e
rfe

c
t th

e
 d

a
ta

 
storing and retrieval system

. 
H

ere are som
e exam

ples of 
w

h
at th

e m
ach

in
es can

 find 
o

u
t fro

m
 a cen

tral in
fo

rm
a-

tion bank: 
• 

A
 cruising squad car pa-

trolm
an can radio headquar-

ters th
e licen

se p
late o

f a 
suspicious auto. T

he inform
a-

tio
n
 is ty

p
ed

 o
u
t o

n
 a co

m
-

puter keyboard. 
A

n
y
w

h
ere fro

m
 six

 to
 6

0
 

seconds later, the patrolm
an 

w
ill know

 w
hether the car is 

a stolen vehicle —
 from

 any-
place in the U

.S
. —

 or if the 
ow

ner has failed to pay any 
traffic tags or if it belongs to  

a know
n crim

inal. 
• A

 detective checking on 
p
o
ssib

le sto
len

 item
s can

 
check on the serial num

bers 
of, say, a stereo system

 and 
learn

 w
ith

in
 a m

in
u
te if it 

w
as rep

o
rted

 to
 h

aev
 b

een
 

taken in a burglary. 
• 

A
 n

 o
fficer fin

d
in

g
 a 

store's door unlocked can re-
p
o
rt th

e ad
d
ress to

 th
e m

a-
chine and seconds later have 
the nam

e of the ow
ner and a 

phone num
ber to reach him

 
at. T

here are tw
o types of C

A
-

B
L

E
 m

achines being used by 
S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 p
o

lice. O
n

e 
show

s the return inform
ation 

on a video screen, T
he other 

prints it out on paper so that 
there can be a perm

anent re-
co

rd
 o

f th
e retu

rn
 in

fo
rm

a-
tion if there is a need for it. 

S
o
 far, 2

0
0
 o

fficers 
have 

gone through a 20-hour train- 

ing course qualifying them
 to 

operate the m
achines. E

ven 
tually, the rem

ainder of the 
1
9
0
0
-m

 a n
 fo

rce w
ill h

av
e 

been checked out on the C
A

-
B

L
E

 system
. 

S
 a n

 F
ran

cisco
's d

ep
art-

m
en

t h
as b

een
 testin

g
 th

e 
system

 and storing inform
a-

tio
n
 in

 th
e
 c

o
m

p
u
te

r fo
r 

m
ore than a year, coordinat-

in
g
 w

ith
 o

th
er law

 en
fo

rce-
m

 e n t agencies throughout 
the. B

ay A
xea, the state and 

across the nation. 
In

itially
, th

e lo
cal effo

rt 
w

as' financed by $201,000 in 
fe

d
e
ra

l  g
ra

n
t m

o
n
e
y
 

m
atched by an equal am

ount 
from

 the city budget. 
A

nother $225,000 in federal 
m

o
n
ey

 w
ill b

e m
atch

ed
 b

y
 

$225,000 from
 the city to ena-

ble the C
A

B
L

E
 operation to 

continue on a w
orking basis. 

P
olice C

hief D
onald S

cott  

b
eliev

es C
A

B
L

E
 w

ill b
e a 

tim
e-sav

er th
at w

ill en
ab

le 
officers to receive inform

a-
tion m

uch faster than in the 
past. 

D
A

N
G

E
R

 
It w

ill also, he feels, lessen 
th

e d
an

g
er faced

 b
y
 p

atro
l-

m
en. H

e said they w
ill know

 
from

 the com
puter w

hether 
the ow

ner of a car is poten-
tially violent or if a suspect 
b
ein

g
 q

u
estio

n
ed

 in
 a field

 
check has been know

n to car-
ry a w

eapon. 

C
ap

tain
 L

o
u
is F

ed
er an

d
 

L
ieutenant F

ord L
ong of the 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 b

u
reau

 w
ill d

i-
rect the C

A
B

L
E

 operation. 
E

ventually, sm
aller m

odels 
of the m

achine w
ill be placed 

in squad cars enabling offi-
cers in the field to ask ques-
tions of the com

puter and re-
ceive answ

ers directly. 


