SF Exam_jner'

Ted Reveals
‘Buggmg Data

preme- Court saying that only
36 warrantless phone surveil-
lances were operated in 1970.

Mardian, Kennedy said. re-

WASHINGTON' — (AP) —
Sen.  Edward M: Kennedy
said yesterday that govern-
ment wiretapping and bug-
ging in national-security cas-
es is’ substantially greater
than . President Nixon and
other admmlstratlon ofnclals

have reported. ]

This type of electronic sur-
veillance is conducted with-
out court-issued warrants, as
contrasted with a require-
ment that court authorization
be obtained for government
eavesdropping to combat do-
mestic crime.

Kennedy said fizures ob-
tained. from the Justice De-
partment bear out his recent
contention  that “‘there has
' been ‘three to nine times as
much federal listening going
on as a result of warrantless
electronic”. surveillance a3
there has been on devices op-
erated under judicial authori-
zation.”

‘Contradiction’

He made public an ex-
change of correspondence
with Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral’ Robert C.. Mardian, in
charge of the department’s
internal-security division. ’

~Kennedy ' said figures sip-
plied by Mardian contradict
a statement by. Nixon last
April to the American Socie-
ty ‘of Newspaper Fditors that
the total number of taps for
national-security purposes by
the FBI has been fewer than
50.a year during his adminis-
tration. .

He said they. . contradict
also ‘a brief filed by the U.S.
solicitor general in the Su-
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ported:. “‘that a total of 97
warrantless telephones taps
were operated in 1970 — al-
most ~double the President’s
figure, and almost triplethe
solicitor general’s fggure #
Kennedy said that in addi-
tion to the phone taps, Mardi-
an’s letter showed there were
16 micmphone installations
used for bugging in1970.

Duration Usage

“Further,” Kennedy s'aid ;

“the repeated references by
government ofticials to the

limited  number of warrant-

less devices -ignore the far
amore signiticant guestion of
the duration and ‘otal usage
of these surveillances.”
Mardian’s March 1 letter

listed %7 phone surveillances | .

without court order in 1670
and broke these down into
four categories of those in
operation less than a week,
from a week to a mopnth,
from one to. six months -and
more- than six months.
* Mardian requested that the
number in each category be
treated as confidential “since
an examination of the break-
down might indicate a fixed
number of permanent sur-
veillances.”’ - -
Comparison

In-compliance’ with Matdi-
an’s request, Kennedy did
not disclose the number in
each category. But from the
figures his staff prépared a
table showing a range from a

minimum of 8100 to 22 600

“Consistently been
‘for this three-year pemod”

Surv

days in which listening de-
vices were in operatlon by
executive order in 1970.
© Kennedy said that for the
two-year period of 1989-1970,
‘the staff calculations showed
that “warrantless devices ac-
‘counted for an average of 78
to. 209 days of listening per
device, as compared with a
13-day per device average
for those devices installed
under court order.”

Thus; he said, theinforma-
tion obtained from Mardian
“poses. the frightening possi-
bility that the conversations
of untold thousands of citi-
zens of this country are being
‘monitored on secret devices

:which no judge has author-

ized" and which may remain
in operation for months and

‘perhaps for years ata time,”

The Justice Départment

accused Kennedy of
“erroneous ‘and misleading
allegations.” It said the
cumulative totals for 1970
were 97 wiretaps and 16 hid-
den microphones, but that
the number of wiretaps in
use .at any one.time ‘‘has
below 50
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