
C
iv

ilia
n

 and m
ilitary intelligence 

agencies are spying on tens of 
th

ou
san

d
s of law

-ab
id

in
g citizen

s -
collecting, sw

apping and storing 
detailed data on their political and 
p

rivate lives. B
y th

e very act of 
snooping, these agencies caution the 
p

eop
le. T

h
ey w

arn
 th

ey m
ay 

som
etim

e em
ploy their force against 

individuals w
ho law

fully use their 
freed

om
s of sp

eech
, con

scien
ce, 

press and assem
bly. T

he threat 
creates fear. F

e r chills political 
dissent. A

nd the chilling of dissent 
cracks the foundation of a 
dem

ocratic society, expanding the 
pow

er of governm
ent beyond its 

law
ful bounds to control its m

aster, 
th

e p
eop

le. T
h

e A
m

erican C
ivil 

L
iberties U

n
ion

 is dedicated to 
preserving the foundations of 
dem

ocracy. T
he A

C
L

U
 is 

A
lotenr. 	

th
- =

o
h
: sh

-E
 

think, speak and live freely and 
fearilessl, 

T
h

is is w
h

at 
h
e
 A

C
L

U
 is d

o
in

g
 

co) 

sto
p
 su

rv
eillan

ce. 

A
m

erican
 

C
ivil L

ib
erties 

U
n

io
n

 
. . . th

e on
ly p

erm
an

en
t n

ation
al 

nonprofit and nonpartisan 
organization fighting every day 
of the year to uphold and protect 
your individual rights. A

C
L

U
 

is supported by m
em

bership dues 
from

 150,000 concerned citizens. 
H

elp A
C

L
U

 continue its defense 
of your civil liberties. 
Join now

. 
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$10 B
asic / $15 B

asic M
r. and M

rs. / 
$25 S

upporting / $35 S
ustaining / $50 

C
ooperating / $100 and up S

ponsoring / 
$1,000 and up L

ife / $5 S
tudent and 

L
im

ited Incom
e 

A
m
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iberties U
nion 
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A
rm

y Spying. A
C

L
U

 branches are arguing 
tw

o law
suits, both before federal appellate 

courts, urging the destruction of the A
rm

y's 
com

p
u

terized
 files on

 an
 estim

ated
 18,000 

civilians and the halting of future spying on 
law

-abiding persons the A
rm

y considers radical 
or subversive—

i.e., those w
ho have expressed 

discontent w
ith A

dm
inistration policies. T

he 
A

rm
y adm

its it has a list of a m
illion and a half 

p
olitical su

sp
ects. A

 n
ation

al law
su

it of th
e 

A
C

L
U

 F
oundation attacks the A

rm
y's use of 

1,200 agents for dom
estic spying and the 

m
aintenance of three com

puterized banks of 
data on dissenters. A

 law
suit of the Illinois 

A
C

L
U

 attacks A
rm

y spying on 800 civilians in 
that state, including political leaders. B

oth suits 
seek to insure that m

ilitary forces w
ill serve, 

not supervise, a civilian-controlled governm
ent. 

D
espite its prom

ises, the A
rm

y still engages in 
spying that serves no proper m

ilitary purpose. 

P
olice D

ossiers. U
rban "R

ed Squads" and their 
suburban satellites, as w

ell as county and state 
intelligence units, m

aintain detailed dossiers on 
the identities, associations and activities of 
citizens and organizations they suspect of 
"radical" behavior or tendencies. C

hurch and 
civic groups—

as w
ell as groups w

ith political 
purposes—

have been caught in the net. T
he 

dossiers indiscrim
inately m

ix fact, fiction, rum
or 

and gossip about public and private affairs. 
M

any are stored in com
puterized banks. D

ata is 
shared am

ong intelligence agencies and is 
som

etim
es given to the press, em

ployers, 
landlords and others w

ho have pow
er to harass 

and harm
 law

-abiding dissenters. A
C

L
U

 
branches have instituted legal actions against 
these intelligence units in all parts of the country, 
asking destruction of the dossiers and court 
orders prohibiting police spying on law

ful 
activities. 

P
hotography, L

icensing. A
 variety of 

techniques are used by police agencies to keep 
tabs on dissenters. T

hese techniques intim
idate 

protestors and yield inform
ation that is later 

com
piled, filed and dissem

inated to w
eave w

ebs 
of su

sp
icion

 arou
n

d
 p

erson
s en

gaged
 in

 
innocent activities. A

m
ong the techniques 

ch
allen

ged
 in

 A
C

L
U

 law
su

its are p
olice 

photography of persons w
ho attend political 

rallies; and regulations that force persons w
ho 

w
ish to dem

onstrate to give public licensing 
agencies details about their organization, its 
m

em
bership, its activities, its purposes. B

oth 
practices have been subjected to C

L
U

 legal 
actions throughout the country. O

ne 
photography case, against the N

ew
 O

rleans 
police, is now

 pending before,a federal appellate 
court. T

he C
L

U
 has successfully defended m

any 
dissenters w

ho have been arrested for violating 
unconstitutional licensing regulations. 

F
ederal E

spionage. A
t least 20 federal agencies 

engage in surveillance. C
hief am

ong them
 is the 

F
B

I, w
ith

 som
e 2,000 agen

ts in
vestigatin

g 
political activities. O

thers are the Internal 
R

evenue Service; the D
epartm

ent of H
ealth, 

E
ducation and W

elfare (w
ith ghetto m

onitoring 
units); the Secret Service; and the C

ivil Service 
C

om
m

ission. T
he L

aw
 E

nforcem
ent A

ssistance 
A

dm
inistration is providing federal grants to 

state su
rveillan

ce u
n

its so th
ey can

 collect 
inform

ation on protestors and dissem
inate it 

am
ong police agencies. T

he A
C

L
U

 F
oundation 

is investigating the scope of these system
s, and 

the O
klahom

a C
L

U
 has sued to dism

antle an 
L

E
A

A
 funded surveillance netw

ork operated 
by the O

klahom
a State governm

ent. 

W
iretapping. A

n A
C

L
U

 F
oundation law

suit, 
pending before a federal appellate court, sharply 
ch

allen
ges th

e con
ten

tion
 of U

.S
. A

ttorn
ey 

G
eneral John M

itchell that the Justice 
D

epartm
ent and F

B
I, w

ithout court 
authorization, m

ay tap the telephones of U
nited 

States citizens w
hose activities they consider a 

threat to national security. T
he governm

ent has 
overstepped its pow

er to stop foreign espionage 
by recording the conversations of dom

estic 
political dissenters. T

he A
C

L
U

 has already w
on 

federal court recognition of the right of suspects 
in crim

inal cases to review
 all w

iretap evidence 
that m

ay be used against them
, and courts m

ay 
authorize police w

iretapping only in strictly 
lim

ited circum
stances. 

I
nfiltration. Intelligence agencies are training 

and using professional and am
ateur inform

ers. 
T

hese spies not only report on the organizations 
they infiltrate—

they often instigate or perform
 

illegal acts to discredit the groups and fram
e 

their m
em

bers. T
he A

C
L

U
 is unm

asking the 
inform

ers and exposing their roles. In one N
ew

 
Y

ork C
L

U
 defense of a black m

ilitant group, the 
jury decided a police infiltrator w

as responsible 
for the illegal acts and the accused dissenters 
w

ere innocent of all but one m
inor charge. In 

another C
L

U
 case A

labam
a university students 

w
ere ordered to disperse a peaceful 

dem
onstration because an agent, posing as a 

radical student, com
m

itted arson. T
he students 

w
ere arrested. 


