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A new report to Lon—
gress on police eavesdrop-
ping shows that the num-
ber of court-approved wire-
taps used by Federal and
Statelawenforcement
agencies almost doubled in
1970 over the figure for
1969.

Last year a total of 597
court orders were granted
throughout the United States
authorizing the installation of
electronic  listening devices
by state and federal officers.
In the previous year the f1g-
ure-was 302. o

by "law enforcement’ officers
was marked by a sharp rise
in surveillance by the Justice
Department and the state of
! New Jersey. -

Theé Justice Department,
which .-had obtained only 33
orders to eavesdropin 1969,
obtained 183 last year. New
Jersey;, which has developed
an aggressive anti-organized

"erime unit in the office of
State ‘Attorney General Rob-

ert F. Kugler, got 132 court
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orders last year, compared
with only 39 the year before.

The reporf, which was sent
to Congress Friday by Ro-
land F. Kirks, administrator
of the United States.courts,
has not yet been made pub-
lie. :

It covers only electronic
surveillance that is used in
criminal cases with court ap-
proval. Not covered is the
wiretapping that is done by
federal agents without court
approval in internal securlty
investigations.

President leon said at his
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press confelence Satu
t that his administration is
 doing less of thisinternal se-
curity eavesdropping than
‘was done in the early years
of the Kennedy administra-
tion. He said that at notime

are more than 50 infernal se-
" curity wiretaps in operatmn
under his administration,
and that in 1961, 1962 and

100 devices.

l
Court-approved eavesdrop- |

ping by federal and state
anti-crime investigators was
authorized by Congress: in
the omnibus Crime Confrol
Act of 1968. The law requires
each agency to report its sur-
veillance activities each year
to Kirks, who compiles ana-
tional report and files it with
Congress. The second such
report covering nationwide
_police eavesdropping for an
entire year was filed Friday.
- WARRANTS

It showed that New:York,
which pioneered court-
approved police wiretapping
four decades. ago, still au-

thotizes more of it than any :

other ]urlsdlctlon ‘There

were 215 eavesdrop warrants | |

granted ‘last year in New:
York, compared with 191 m
1089,

1963 the ceiling in effect was i
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It alse disclased that some ;

state legislatures, imbu&d
wtth anti-crime zeal, are
pushing through laws fo au-
thorize police wiretappirg
when there -are either no
criminals ‘who deserve to be
tapped, o1 the local police do
not know how.

Seven states that have wir- |

etap laws file no reports,in-
dicating that no police wire-
tapping was done. They are
Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada,
Pregon, Rhode Island, South
Dakota and Washington.
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The jurisdictions that filed
reports and the number of
devices that each was au-
thorized to install are: Unit-
ed States, 183; Arizona, 7;

Colorado, 1; Florida, 12; |

Georgia, 11; Maryland, 24;
Massachusetts, 7; Minnesota,
3; New Hampshire, 1; New
Jersey, 132, New York 215;
Wiséonsin, 1

The data indjcated that po- |

lice ‘and prosecutors are be-
coming more skilled in using
electronic eavesdropping. A
higher percentage of the in-
terceptmns were incriminat-
ing last year than in 1969,
and more arrests resulted.
Last year 1874 arrests were
said“to have resulted from
eavesdropping, compared to
625 the year before. The av-
‘erage device picked up 655
interceptions, of which 45 per
cent were dsaid to be incrim-
inating. In 1969, fewer inter-
ceptions were plcked up on

the - average dev1ce and a|

lower pelcentage ‘were: in-
criminating.




