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 Boggs’ Hate Mail
- For FBI Blast

WASHINGTON — (NNS)
— The arrival of the mail-
man is not a cheerful occa-
sion  these days for House
majority leader Hale Boggs.

It .brings notes like this
one, from a San Francisco
woman:

“vou dastardly, seditious,
traitorous dog. Your attack
on J. Edgar Hoover assails
the one man who stands be-
tween the people and the an-
archy that has infiltrated ev-
ery office of our government.
And dom’t think we are not
aware of it. Of course you
are on the FBI list, you

treacherous taxeater. May

you be richly cursed. ”
~Written on a western Union
“Thank-You-Gram,” it is
part, of a blizzard of hate
mail that has been falling on
Boggs, the Louisiana Demo-
ctat who accused FBI Direc-
tor Hoover of “Gestapo tac-
ties” and of tapping his tele-
plione and those of other sen-
ators and representatives.

Hoover Support
Hoover, who denied the
tHarges, is getting a lot of
mail, too — tens of thousands
ofsletters — ‘99 and 9/10s of
them supporting Hoover,” an
FBI spokesman said. -

Not all of Bogg’s mail on

the FBI issue is hostile, but
pis aides concede that the
#pro’” letters are running be-
hind the “‘anti.”

Not all of those who disa-
gree With Boggs pen “hate
letters.” Many are dispas-
swnate critics, such as the
man from Dallas who wrote:

“I was quite disturbed and
surprised at your recent re-

{

marks concerning J. Edgar
Hoover. I think a man in of-
fice has the responsibility of
keeping us informed. Hoover,
I feel the man must also be
very careful making. public
charges against anyone in
public office.

“I think now you have
made these charges against
J. Edgar Hoover, you should
be prepared to substantiate
and make publicpositive
proof. If you do nothave this
proof and cannot prove that
congressmen’s telephones
were tapped, Mr. Hoover is
due a public apology from
you.”

‘Put Upeor..... ?

Others put the same senti-
ment more tersely:

“Put up orshutup.”

The letters, from all over
the nation, reflect a4 wide
range of feelings and opin-
ions about Hoover and the
FBI, about Boggs and about
freedom in America.

They show those who disa-
gree with him divided into

" groups: One believes it is not

true the FBI taps congres-
sional telephones. The other
believes the FBI should tap
the telephones of members of
Congress, or anyone else,
and that it is wrong for any-
one to criticize the FBI for
doing it.

A Palo Alfo man said:

“I consider it an excellent
idea that there is a law re-
quiring the FBI to tap the
phones of all federal legisla-
tors.”

“I say that the FBI should
have much more power than
it does,” wrote a Wisconsin
woman.

“I say J. Edgar Hoover,
who has spent his life pro-
tecting this country, should
use any means to do so,”
wrote a New Yorker.

“If you're afraid your tele-
phone is tapped, it well ought
to be,” said a man from Cof-
feyville, Kan, Another from
the same town said: “For
my money, you had just as
well attack motherhood or
home, as J. Edgar Hoover.”

‘Investigate Congress’
“A Fort Worth woman
wrote:

“It’s time some members
of Congress are investigated
as some of them are radi-
cals.”

Again and again, critics
told Boggs the only reason
anyone would object to hav-
ing his telephone tapped
would be that he was guilty
of something.

“I think it’s a good idea
and anyone who opiects may
have something tohide. I am
perfectly willing to have my
phone tapped any time by
the local police or the FBI,”
sald a Costa Mesa man.

From Lenoir, N.C.:

“In my opinion, if he (Hoo-
ver) has anyone under sur-
veillance, he has some rea-
son. I am not afraid of the
FBI having a dossier on me
so why should you he?”

In the face of the heated
public reaction to his
charges, and the failure of
other members of the House
to commit themselves to an
all-out fight against Hoover,
Boggs has lapsed into silence

on the issue.
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