Johnson aﬁd Clark Linked 1

To Surveillance Planning

Ex-Attorney General Disputes Files on
His Role in White House T alks and
Exchanges of Memorandums

By RICHARD HALLORAN npp 1 7 1971

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 16—
Documents indicating the ex-
tent of the involvement of
President Johnson and -his At-
torney General, Ramsey Clark,
in the governmental surveil-
‘lance of political <dissidents
ihave been obtained here from
{deernment officials.
| The documents also show
'that Joseph A. Califano, who
was a special assistant to Pres-
ident Johnmson, and Paul H.
Nitze, who was the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense, also helped
plan.the domestic intelligence
effort- at the time of civil dis-
turbances in 1967.and 1968.

According to the documents,
meetings were held at the
White House and interdepart-
mental memorandums were ex-
changed in an effort to increase
the flow of information on civil
rights activists, -black militants
‘and antiwar protesters.

The . origin of ' governmental

surveillance practices has be-
come an issue here as a resul{
of a Congressional investigation
and mounting public debate
over Federal'dossiers on private
citizens. g

‘Mr. Clark, - informed of the
statements and documents con-
necting him with military and
civilian intelligence operations,
said, “That’s just not true. I
don’t care what the documents
say.”

In response to specific ques-
tions, however, he acknowl-
edged that agents of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation had
gathered ‘information on poten-
tial and known dissidents. But
he added, “I can tell you that I
have no recollection of anyone
telling me ‘that military per-
sonnel were used in surveill-
ance of civilians.”

He said, “If someone in the
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Administration ‘says so, they

should be prepared to docu-
ment it.” )
Mr. Clark also repeated as-
sertions given in an earlier in-
terview that he had been una-
ware of the Army’s surveillance
of civilians and that he did not
believe President Johnson ha
known about it. ' )
‘Mr. Califano, in a separate
interview, 'said, I have no
knowledge of any surveillance
of civilians.” Referring to an
Army intelligence watch on po-
Jitical dissidents, he added, “I
have no recollection of anyone
ever telling the Army to under-
take surveillance of anybody.”

No Johnson Comment

An aide in Mr. Johnson’s of-
fice in Austin, Tex., said that
Mr. Johnson does not comment
now on events in his Presi-
dency. In addition, the aide
said, most of Mr. Johnson’s
records are stored for shipment
to the new Johnson Library, so
there would be no “way of
checking for written orders or
memorandums.

Mr. Nitze is in Vienna with
ithe United States delegation
inegotiating an. agreement with
the Soviet Union to limit stra-

tegic weapons. .

Other senior officials earlier
identified as. involved in the
establishing of intelligence op-
erations were Warren Christo-
pher, who was the Deputy At-
torney General; Stephen Pollak,
who was the Assistant Attorney
General in charge of the Civil
Rights Division; Stanley R.
Resor, who remains as Secre-
tary of the Army, and Robert
E, Jordan, who is still the
Army’s general counsel.

Other Agencies Involved

Moreover, the authonitative
sources disclosed that more
elements of the Government
than previously reported had
been engaged in collecting,
analyzing and exchanging in-
formation about thousands of
citizens whose political views
ranged from the far right
through the moderate genter t
the far left. :

The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the Army’s Intelli-
gence Command were previous-
ly known to have been the
mainstays of the operations. In
addition, information and as-
sessments are now .known to
have been contributed by the
'Justice  Department’s  Civil
IRights, Community Relations,
‘Criminal and Internal Security
Divisions, plus the 93 offices of
the United States. Attorneys
across the nation and the Sel
cret Service .

By January, 1968, the volume
of information flowing into the
Justice Department, which was
in command  of handling civil
disturbances, was enough to
prompt Mr. Clark to plead with
the Army to forward only the
most important items to his

Ramsey Clark

In April, the operations had
become so diverse that Mr.
McGiffert suggested to Mr.
Christopher that a “domestic
civil disturbance board” be
formed, with representatives of
the involved agencies, to coor-
dinate intelligence efforts.
Although the Army eliminat-
ed most political surveillance
by mid-1970, the civilian oper-
ations continued under the new
AAttorney General, John N.
Mitchell. The Justice Depart-
ment’s interdivisional informa-
tion unit now has computerized
files on 14000 people and
about 14,000 incidents. ;
The role of senior Johnson
Administration officials in plan-
ning the intelligence operations
was first indicated by Assistant
Secretary of Defense Robert F.
Froehlke and Assistant Attor-
ney General Robert C, Mar-
dian, both political appointees
in the Nixon Administration, in
testimony before a Senate sub-
committee last month.

But the Subcommittee on
Constitutional Rights, headed
by Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr.,
Democrat of North Carolina,

testimony to ascertain who had
autherized the intelligence
gathering. ’ i
Memorandums Sought

The subcommittee has since
asked the Defense Department
to allow testimony by several
generals who directed the
Army’s intelligence effort. It
has also asked the Justice De-
partment to furnish memoran-
dums on its intelligence func-
tions that Mr. Mardian said had
been written by Mr. Clark.
Meantime, officials in posi-
tions to be informed on policy
and operational details of the
Government intelligence opera-
tions have divulged new and
documented information.

*In a meeting in the White
House in January, 1968, the
sources said, Mr. Califano told
Mr. Nitze, Mr. Clark, Mr. Chris-
topher and Mr. Jordan that
President Johnson wanted to
be certain that -all aspects of
civil disturbance matters were
receiving full attention.

Mr. Califano, in the inter-
view last week, said that the

department.

President wanted to have plen-

" |pertinent reports to his de-

{manageable,- according to the

{vehemently oppose any use of
{military pople . to collect infor-
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ty of warning in case he had
to call up Federal troops to
quell disturbance, He conceded
that Mr. Johnson might have

conversation and that he had
paid little attention to it.

Mr. Clark said in the White
House meeting that every re-
'source - of the Government
should betapped for intelligence
but- asked the -Army td screen
its information and send only

partment to keep the volume

source.
Civil Strife Feared

But he said in the interview,
“There can be no guestion that
the military knew that I would

mation.” Besides, he added, “It
never occurred to me that mil-
itary intelligence. could tell us
anything that could be helpful.”
In the wake of the racial
riots in Newark and Detroit in
the summer of 1967, and the|
antiwar march on-the Pentagon
that fall, Mr. Clarke warned

did not pursue the clues in the|

“|randums from

ed it.
Special Unit on Militants

did get assessments from the
Justice Department.

system that could receive and
coordinate information and
could guide the over-all intel-
ligence effort by spotting areas
that needed more attention.

was a need to pool the infor-
mation, he said, “so that we

situations.” But he said the

is incorrect.”
40 Blacks in F.B.I.

phasized the problems of get-

tions.

“Every once in a while we heard

this had come up in casual

personally ordered Army intel-|the White House group |that
ligence into action without tell-|yrpan guerrilla warfare might
ing him but said that he doubt-|preak out, the sources said.

~ |tension of .'thg time, expressed

“T recollect saying to Ram-|thoughts similar to those. of
sey and a variz:’tyg of other|Maj. Gen, Wllh?m'P,- Yarbor-
people,” Mr. Califano said, “is|Ough, the Army’s chief intelli-
there any way we can predict|gence officer. General Yarbor-
this sort of thing?” Mr. Cali-|ough- said elsewhere that for-
fano, who now practices law eign subversive mﬂuences_ could
here, said that the White House|De €xpected to be felt in the
never received unevaluated in-|highly explosive situation fore-
{telligence, except in a riot, but[seen for the summer of 1968.

he might have to ask the De-

At that White House meet-|fense Department for help if
ing, the sources said, Mr. Clark [Power generation and electrical
noted that an intelligence unit|transmission lines were blown
had been formed in his depart-|Up, the sources said. He said he
ment to focus on black nation-|Would also consult with the
alists and,other militant groups. |Federal Power Commission and
He reported that the unit had|the Office of Emergency Pre-
an automatic data processing|Paredness on these questions.

the Ammy’s computerized dos-
siers then was that of the Rev.
Mr, Clark, in the earlier in-|FDIlip F. Berrigan, .who has
terview, said that the divisions |SiC¢ been charged with con-
In the Justice Department were|SPiracy to kidnap Ly A
being inundated with memo- [Kissinger, President Nixon’s
the Federa]|2SSistant for national security
Bureau of Investigation. There |2ffairs.

private practice here, is one of
ather Berrigan’s defense coun-

could try to prevent or to|F
move more wisely in riotous |S€l

“idea that it was designed to|assassination of the Rev. Dr.
accumul dossi - Martin Luther King Jr. in April,
o e oiens DN [pEaple 1968, the sources said, ano&er
high-level meeting was held in
Mr. Califano’s office at the
In the White House meeting, |White House. Mr. Clark was
the sources said, Mr. Clark em. present, they said.

ting intelligence on blacks large-|dination of the various agen-
ly because the F.B.I. had only [cies’ intelligence efforts was
40 black agents, out of 6,300, discussed, the sources said, and
who could be used to watch or |Mr. Christopher, the Deputy At-
{to infiltrate black organiza-|torney General, was appointed
to head a committee to pull
In the interview, he said, together intelligence estimates.:

a story that the military had |borough gave Mr. rk
a list of black radicals. We writing a basic outline ‘of ‘mili-
were told in the summer of tary
'68- that' it included most of [and asked what each: Justice'
the prominent black leaders in Department division was doing
the country.” But he said thatjso that field operations would

not interfere with one another

His remarks, reflecting the

Mr. Clark told Mr. Nitze that

Information on Berrigan
Among the names fed into

Henry A.
Mr. Clark, now a lawyer in

Af:ter the riots set off by the

A closer exchange and coor-

Subsequently, General Yar-
Clark in

intelligence = operations




