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Army ‘Secret Police’

NEW YORK — (UPI) — A
number of former military
intelligence agents have
claimed that the Army has
built up what amounted to a
“secret police” force ifi re-
cent years to gather informa-
tion about the antiwar and
civil rights movements and
slao about elected public offi-
cials. '

The former agents, some
of whom asked that their
identities be concealed, said
military intelligence opera-
tives ‘conducted detailed
spying at the funeral for Dr.
Martin Luther King, the poor
peoples campaign, antiwar
demonstrations  throughout
the country, and protests and
demonstrations at the 1968
Democratic National Conven-
tion in Chicago and the inau-
guration of President Nixon

in 1969, ,

Five former agents made
disclosures on the NBC tele-
vision program “Firt Tues-
day,” to be broadcast tomor-
row night.

. Public Officials

Among the allegations
made by the former ageénts
wasthat the Army at times
gathered information about

public officials.

David Johnson, identified

asaformerintelligence:
agent who is now a student”

at a West Coast college, said
that ‘“the (Army’s) files con-
tain the names of various
high officials within the Unit-
ed States government — high
officials, Senators, Repre-
sentatives, various:other offi-
cials within the goyernment,
all of whom at oné time or
another spoke out against the
Vietnam war.” = .

. Johnson also told of being
ordered to infiltrate the lead- |
ership of antiwar groups
planning to protest President

Nixon’s inauguration in 1969.
He-said he-was-given anex-
pense account while in Wash-
ington and told he could sup-
ply people with alcohol or
even marijuana if needed to
help him infiltrate the dem-
onstrators.
King Funeral

Other former agents told of
being assigned to cover the
King funeral /and report on

everyone who attendedit, in- |

cluding ‘“the Vice President
of the United States.” For-
mer Vice President Hum-
phrey attended the rites, as
did numerous other impor-
tant political figures.

In another instance, a for-
mer agent told of Army intel-
ligence activities during the
1968 Democratic Convention
in Chicago. The agent said
that a briefing following the

convention included “‘great|

emphasis . upon a tele-
phone conversation which

' “hadi been m onitored”be-

tween Sen. Eugene McCar-
thy’s headquarters in" the

Conrad Hilton Hotel and an

' antiwar group.

“How it. was monitored,
I'm not going to venture a
guess,” the former agent
said, “but it was monitored.”

The agent said the call
from McCarthy headquarters
was made to, ‘“as they al-
ways put it in briefings, a
known left wing organization
which was operating in the
city, offering them medical
help for peonle who had been
injured in the fighting.” *

In another instance,an

i agent said he was ordered to

attend a speech given by
Coretta King a few weeks aft-
er her husband’s assassina-
tion in April, 1968.
Admission '
During the speech, in At-
lanta, Mrs. King referred to

her husband’s famous “T |

have a dream” speech and

i

said she felt the dream would
| come true.

this to his headquarters and
was told by a captain there

what dream she was refer-
ring to. It seemed to me that
military intelligence was get-
ting involved in a field (and)
they didn’t even know what it
was all.about;” he said.

i The agent said he repor'ted‘

“top go back and find out

| ating within the continental

Assistant Secretary of De- ! United States.

fense Daniel Z. Henkin, inter-
viewed on the ‘First Tues-
day” program, said the
Army had engaged in some
intelligence gathering activi-
ty, but that it was done “‘at
the request of the Justice De-
partment.” 3
The program contended
that the Army still has about
1000 plainclothes agents oper-




