
By Morton Kondracke 

WASHINGTON — (CST) -
Despite Army denials that it 
engages in such activity, a 
military intelligence unit in 
Washington regularly i n f 
trates and reports on civilian 
political  groups, it was 
learned yesterday. 

And in spite of assurances 
the Army gave to a congress-
man, the unit has not de-
stroyed its extensive political 
file on civilians. It has mere-
ly classified it to keep it se-
cret. 

Agents of the unit, the 
116th Military Intelligence 
Group, have posed as news-
men and photographers at 
rallies to get pictures for 
their files and at one time 
the unit even maintained a 
video tape truck marked 
"Midwest News." 	. 

Truck Disposed Of 
The truck and its taping 

equipment, purchased at the 
end of a fiscal year with 
unexpended funds, was dis-
posed of recently out of con-
cern that the civilian spying 
activity would be discovered 
and exposed. 

Information on the unit's 
activities came from sources 
who asked not to be identi- .1  
fied, 

Col. Frederick Barrett, 
commander of the 116th, re-
fused to respond to a request 
for an interview, saying 
Army Regulations prohibited 
it. 

Data on the 116th's activi-
ties has been supplied to 
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The Army Still 
Spies on Civilians 

—From Page 1 

-Rep. Cornelit s Gallagher 
(D-N.J.), who, with Sen. Sam 

r via-  (D-N.C.), has been 
probing Army civilian intel-
ligence gathering. 

`Hearings Inevitable' 
An aide to Gallagher said 

that "hearings are almost in-
evitable" on Army files. Er-
vin has called for the Army 
to get out of civilian intelli-
gence- activities. 

The activities of the 116th 
appear to contradict official 
assurances given by the 
Army Jan. 26 that it never 
engages in undercover opera-
tions in the civilian commun-
ity. 

In answer to a question, 
the Army said that "for 
some time, there has been a 
specific prohibition against 
military personnel undertak-
ing such activities as under-
cover operations in the civil-
ian community. 

thousand' such cards on file, 
each 'referring to a different 
activist in the Washington 
area. 

Complete Card Filis . 
The cards contain a pictui.e 

of the person, his name, ad-
dress, occupation and back-
ground, a list of the political 
groups to which he belongs, 
notes on political meetings 
and demonstrations he has 

I attended and a summary of 
his views on political issues. 

One person known to be 
listed in the file is Julius 
Hobson, civil rights activist 
and former member of the 
Washington Board of Educa-
tion. 

Existence of_ such a file ap-
pears to contradict assur-
ances that the Army gave to 
Gallagher that political intel-
ligence records at local mili-

Itary intelligence groups 
would be destroyed. 

The Chicago Sun-Times re-
ceived information from the 

"Exceptions to this policy 
may be made by appropriate 
civilian officials, but none 
have been Inade." 

Despite this statement, the 
116th maintains a staff of .20 
agents whose job it is to infil-
trate political groups and ob-
serve politically active per-
sons in the Washington area. 

Some agents have grown 
beards and long hair to pass 
as students on college cam-
puses. Others pose as mem-
bers of the working press to 
obtain pictures of those in-
volved in political activities. 

Pictures on File 
iThe pictures are kept on 

file and reproduced for 
agents attending demonstra-
tions to enable them to iden-
tify those participating. 

The unit has furnished tape 
recorders to agents attending 
rallies so they can clandes-
tinely record speeches and 
conversations.. 

The videotape-sound truck 

Aily, however, that the only 
file so far destroyed was the' 
computerized data bank 
maintained at the U.S. Army 
Intelligence Center at Fort 
Holabird in Baltimore. 

Information formerly fed 
into the computer is still at 
Hola.bird on paper, and no or-
der has yet been issued to de-
stroy it or files kept at the 
local level. 

San Francisco File 
Similar files are located at 

military intelligence units at 
Fort Devens, Mass.; Fort 
Meade, Md.; Fort McPher-
son, Ga.; Fort Sheridan, Ill.; 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas; 
San Francisco and Honolulu. 

Other files are located at 
Fort Monroe, Va., and a mi-. 
crofilm file, containing FBI 
reports as well as Army in-
formation, is kept by the 
A r m y's Counterintelligence 
Analysis Division in Alexan-
dria, Va. 

Shortly after Army Gener- 

was driven to demonstrations 
by agents posing as televi-
sion newsmen for a none*is-
tent broadcasting company, 
"Midwest News." 

Antiwar March 
At one large demonstra-

tion, the Nov. 15 Antiwar 
March on Washington, intel-
ligence agents were assigned 
to bridges along the Balti-
more Washington Parkway' 
to count the number of buses 
heading for Washington bear-
ing demonstrators. 

The  political intelligence 
activities of the 116th are fre-
quently undertaken in Con-
cert with two other groups, 
the 108th, at Fort Meade, 
Md., and the 902d, also locat-
ed in Washington, which re-
ports directly to the Assist-
ant Chief of Staff for Intelli-
gence. 

Information collected b y 
the 116th is transferred to a 
file of 5-by-7 inch index 
cards.;:; The unit has several 

al Counsel Rolert E. Jordan 
III 'gave G a 11 'gher assur-
ances about the destruction 
of the files, a meeting was 
held at the 116th to inform 
agents, that the unit would 
continue its activities un-
abated. 

The only activity to be dis-
continued, the agents were 
told, was operation of the 
computer in Baltimore. The 
agents were told that they 
would continue to infiltrate 
and monitor local political 
groups. 

However, the 'agents iwere 
informed that all files and 
operations of the 116th were 
to be classified to prevent re-
lease of any i n f o-r mati on 
about them either to the 
press or Congress. 

The agents were warned 
that disclosure of the infor-
mation would subject them 
to court-martial or prosecu-
tion in civilian courts "for vi: 
elation of national security." 


