SFChronicle Juil e fore

N N NI T NS UG GNP AP

N X_lm—e% fo

The Glomar Explorer, the mystery ship of Howard Hughes and the
Central Intelligence Agency, was towed from the Suisun Bay
reserve fleet to the Triple A Shipyard at Hunters Point yesterday
for a $1 million refit into the role of ocean mining vessel. The 618-
foot former spy ship, built to retrieve a sunken Russian submarine
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in the Pacific, has been mothballed for the last two years. She will
be used to test mining techniques for ocean manganese in the vast
area between Hawaii and Baja California. Her original equipment
allows her to retrieve objects from a depth of more than 18,000
feet. ,




