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| By WALLACE TURNER
Special to The New York Timeg
LAS VEGAS, Nev., May 21—
More than a dozen lawyers, in-
cluding the Attorney .General
of Texas, were on hand in a
Clark - County courtroom today
for the opening round:in what
Is expected to be a long battle
over thE estate of Howard R.
Hughes. ® a
It was the first hearing on
the first of 18 purported wills
of the wealthy industrialist to
be offered for probate. Four se-
parate attacks = have been
opened on the validity of this
will, which was found on April
27 on a desk ‘in the world head-
quarters of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day ~ Saints
(Mormon) in Salt Lake City.
The upshot today was that
District Judge Keith Hayes, ob-
serving that “little of substance
can be accomplished here this
morning,” recessed the .hear-
ings until July 30. .
The handwritten ‘“Mormon
will” was delivered here by
church officials as directed by
a note on the envelope in which
it was found. The document
was presented for probate on
Aptil 30 by Noagh Dietrich, an
87-year-old Los Angeles res-
ident who was once Mr. Hug-
hes’s chief assistant but who
had been estranged for almost

two decades from the reclusive|

billionaire, who died on April
5.

| The attacks on the will’s val-
'idity are called, in legal parlance,
“contests.”- The practice is to
name as defendants those who

°
i
'

|are assumed to have a stake
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lin the validity of the purported
will.  These defendants - then
have 30 days from legal notifi-
cation in which to respond to
the contest and the person fil-
ing the contest then has 30
days to answer. ;

Noting all this, Judge Hayes
recessed the hearings.

To some observers in the
courtroom there was a sense
of unreality about the proceed-
ings. They followed, at the end
of the court calendar, a series
of uncontested divorces grant-
ed at the rate of about one eve-
ry three minutes, and the read-
ing oi orders in other probate
matters. Then came the matter
of purported will of the eccen-
tric, moody Mr. Hughes—a do-
cument that if valid would dis-
tribute the $1.5 billion—per-
haps ~more—amassed -during
the industrialist’s lifetime.

Among the attorneys present
were those representing Rice

fornia, University of Nevada
and, representing the Universi-
ty of Texas, the Texas Attorney
General, John Hill. ,

These institutions are among
the beneficiaries named in the
purported -will. The Mormon
Church was also named as a
beneficiary, but the Mormons
had no legal representative in

court. . . ;

The  unreal -quality of the
proceedings was heightened by
the knowledge that the will’s
authenticity has been attacked
In uncompromising terms by
several handwriting experts

Institute, the University of Cali-|-

: i

who have examined it as well
as by Mr. Hughes’s associates
during much of his -lifetime.
One expert, howevér, sai dhe
though the . handwriting
matched samples of Mr.. Hug-
hes’s writing. - :

Others familiar with. Mr.
Hughes’s affairs, including the
executives of Summa Corpora-
tion, his personal holding com-
pany, have referred to the do-
cument as a forgery. - .’

Perhaps the most significant
of the four attacks on the pur-
ported will is that of Mrs. An-
netté Gano Lummis, the’ 85-ear-
old Houston woman who was
the closest surviving relative of
Mr. Hughes. She is his mother’s
sister. .

“the sole heir under the laws
of descent and distribution of
Nevada.” She denied that Mr.
Dietrich was executor of Mr.
Hughes’s last testament, and
called the document under con-
sidration “a forgery,- a fraud
and a hoax.” She said it was!
inconsistent, considering their
enmity, that Mr, Hughes would]
name Mr. Dietrich as executor.

Mrs. Lummis’s son, William
R. Lummis_ a Houston lawyer,
has been named by a Delaware
court as administrator of Sum-
ma Corporation, into which Mr,
Hughes had put virtually all his
properties. Summa is a Dela-
ware corporatior.,

There are two sets of chal-
lengers who claim to be des-
cended from Joshua. Hughes,

Mrs. Lummis says she was

HARRISES LOSE PLEA
ON F.B.I. EVIDENCE

SAN- FRANCISCO, May 20
(AP)—The State  Supreme
Court has rejected by: 4 to 3
yesterday -efforts by William
and Emily Harris to -suppress
evidence found in their San
wwm:nwmoo residence last Sept.
The ruling paves the way for
the Harrises’ June 6'trial in Los
Angeles - where they are code-
fendants with Patricia Hearst.
The charges of kidnapping rob-
bery and. assault stem from a
séries of incidents in May 1974
that began. with gunfire at a
sporfing goods .store.
The Harrises were arrested

near their home here Sept. 18

—the same  day Miss .Hearst
and Wendy Yoshimura were
arrested across town. After the
arrest, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation conducted a war-
rantless entry and seach of the
premises. - :

The Harrises’ petition con-
tended that search warrants
were prepared and completed
the next afternoon, based sub-
stantially -on the existence of
materials that agents found in
padlocked closets during their
search; S

The F.B.I has testified that
it searched without a warrant
because it was looking for Miss
Hearst and Miss Yoshimura
and feared possible gunfire

who court, pleadings describe
as being the great-grandfather
of Howard Hughes.

The fourth challenge was
filed by attorneys representing
three women who .siy they are

‘granddaughters ~ of Rupert
Hughes, the late writer, who
was an uncle of Howard
Hughes.

Meantime, the questioned will

box in a bank vault and is
brought out from time to time
50 a new handwriting exrert
can examine it. Judge Hayes
has forbidden the use of chemi-
cals
which has prevent
for fingerrrints.
Today Harold Rhoden, a Los
Angeles - attorney representing
Mr. Dietrich, said he would file

checking it

attempt to make readable the
numbers on a postage machine

stamp the back of the envelope.
Mr. Rhoden said he thought

that markets such machines
Would show where that one
was located. He.said. the stamr
had been placed as if to provide
a seal over the gummed flap
on the back of the envelope.

and the Lummis family will dis-
pute the arpointment of an ad-

is being held in a safe-deposit|

‘to -test the. document,|

motions to have an envelope|:
containing the'will tested in anj.

that he said had been used to|

the records 'of the companyj

The next contest about Mr.|
Hughes’s. estate will be in Los|
Angeles Superior Court June 1,/
where the public administrator|

ministrator, Other legal matters|

from within the home.

ing in Delaware courts.

involving the estate are pend-|-
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