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Re!ative's‘Court'Cas?t;ea‘d‘“s!
- to Disclosure on Simma
b MAY 7L
By WALLACE ‘TURNER

|
Spectal to The New York Times {
_SAN FRANCISCO, May 5——!
‘When Howard R. Hughes died
,just a month ago, the Bank of
America had possession of the
.stock certificates that con-
“trolled the Summa Corgoration,
_Iwhich " holds " title to~most of
Mr. Hughes's estimated $1.5
billion estate. -

~4 This was 'disclosed today.in |
~sexamination of a suit filed yes-|
..\terday by Summa in ‘Chancerxj‘
4Court in Wilmington, Del. Sum-|
,i'ma isa Delawar‘e Corporation;|
.| The suit asked that William
 Lummis, a Houston lawyer who|
_{is a cousin of the late"Mp.
<| Hughes, be:appointed ancillary
-f administrator of the' Hughgs
estate. Mr. Lummis was ,Ap:
" pointed in an order signed. ig
jday. o Ty

' Mr. Lummis is a member 0|

. of
lithe Gano family, .from which *

.IMr. Hughes’s motler ‘came.|i
The Gano family has seemed|
_ito ally itself with the adminis-|
firators of Summa Coxjpaxfatidn,]
{ who are seeking to hold Mt
_+ Hughes'’s financial holdings “to-
| ether while they search. for a

F willithat they believe!'will pass:
Mr. Hughes’s fortune to the
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A spokesman for Summa was |

asked today why a news re-
lease issued by the company
yesterday did not:note that the
Bank. of America hadl been
famed a deféndant in the Wil-
mington . progeedings. He.. was
not told ofi¢hat fact, he said.
“There wasyino explanation
from Summawhy the Bank: of
America hadipossession :of 'the
Sumrha sharésscA spokesman

for.the bankssaid’there would|
be:no immediatescomment. But |-

sources familiar with! Mr.
Hughes'’s affaits inithe

b as'that in 1966-
67, -when Mr.“Hughes ‘Was buy-
ing the casingg that made him
Nevada’s biggest gambling op-

erator; he needed morg capital|.
and négotiated a $100" million | .

loan] i

The other version s "that
Mr.” Hilghes needed an'“appeal
bond" of ‘$70" million “hen' he
appealed ‘a multimillion” dollar
judgment t 'him won by
lines. He gave
ical possession

he Borid !
to this xpl%%i’ ;

Both explanations agree that
Mr. Hughes at-his'death no.lon-
ger had any obligation to the
‘bank, but had merely neglected
‘to have the shares restored to

ted, according

his own control;.s
The suit in Delaware in effect
asked’ the Chancery Court tqQ
select the true heir of Mr. Hug-
hes’s estate, and it seemed to
some legal observers to be a
‘means taken by:Summa. execu-
tives and the :Gano family to
counter the attempt of Bruce
Altman,  Los .Angeles, county
charge of the estate.
Mr. Altman was -among the
long list of defendants named.
In addition to many memerbs
of the Gano family, the;list in-
cluded-public+dfficials Who col-
lect’ inheéritance taxes here, and
Noah Diettichyiriamed wgiexecu-
tarn a purported:Hughes will
that - turned iupshysteriously
lastiweek imSaltLake) City.
aveided commienton ithe pur-
pPifted wilbighe sashirtel
o Differen tProbate Laws
DThe various istates-Have sig-
nificantly - differentio,

S

etaware, rather;than dn:Cali-
f8%hia, Texasior;Nevada,sywhere
courtsshavei matterspend-

f@nd on a desk iin a: vacant
ite -in .the ‘headquarters of

La#terday ~Saints. This do-
cfiffient 1s viewed with suspi-

he (Hughes es-|:

urch. of {Jesus Christ . of

i

“aver his great'wealth has be-
- gun. Generally ,the combatants

“gompanies, who do not expect

/

con by man whohave followed |,
ME: Husghes's affairs, including
nigst: .of ‘his principal former

efifployees.

*sFoday District Judge Keith
fayes in Las Vegas, who has
scheduled a hearing on the
will’s authenticity May 21, al-
lowed a handwriting expert
from Los Angelés to examine

(The handwriting examiner,
Jack Harris, said he was re-
tfained by a Los Angeles lawyer
who represents three sisters—
Barbara Cameron, Elspeth de-
Pould and Agnés Roberts.

> Mrs.\Cameron filed an affida-
vit with the Las Vegas court
sdying she and her sisters are
grandaughters.  of Robert
Hughes, the late novelist, who
was Howard Hughes’s uncle.
They claim half the estate, the
petition says, under a provision
of Texas law entitling paternal
and maternal relatives to share
equally as groups.

.. Also in Las-Vegas, a Tennes-
see lawyer appeared today to
denounce the purported will as
“not valid and positively a for-
gery.” Alex Meacham of ‘Nash-
ville said he represented three
-paternal cousins of Mr. Hughes
-=Jeff Melton Hughes, Eli-
zabeth Hughes McDugald an

Felix Turner Hughes. o

SMr. Meacham, - of ; Snmyrna,
Tenn., asked for a delay beyond
the May 21 hearing and voxyed
te“‘prove the will is not valid.”
Document Is Shielded

udge Hayes issued instruc-
tiohs that the purported will be
shielded in a plastic envelope
‘thgt would protect’ it in visual
examinations. He also- granted
the request of District Attorney
Ggorge Holt! that it be photo-
graphed in black and white, in
cglor, and infrared ‘and ultra-
violet lights. -Hé barred ‘chemi-
cdl tests at ‘this time. *
‘«In Salt Lake City the Mor-
mon church closed its investi-
gation of How the purparted
will came to be found on a|
desk in a room that had been|
vacant all ,that ;afternoon' of
Tuesday, April 27. :
iThe church spokesman,, Jerry
Cahill, said the  investigators
produced a composite drawing
of.a woman that oneof the
lobby receptionists thought she
saW that afterndon with an
erfyelope. “Bit the drawing
hasi't rung any"bells as far as
people here ' are - concerned,”
Mt Cahill said. .

I the first 30.days after Mr.
Highes died, the .court fight

fall into’ ‘the five following
gioups: .. ¢ F
#@The executives who ran his

to inherit anything, but hope
:to see the properties go to the
Howard Hughes Medical Insti-
tute that they say Mr. Hughes
wanted to support. Top Summa | -
exer&tives control the institute.

slo "continuation.



