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CIA to Use Newsmen

Washington
YGRS ., i bk :
The Central Intelligence-Agen-
cy plansqto continue tocemploy as
agents, more than 25 journalists or
other representatives of American
et £
news -organizations, according to
the Senate select committee on
intelligence activities. Bidu

£ -y

PTG } (rE 10
. The committee revealed yester-
day L’ha‘&{ 't]hose persons ‘were . not

ROV

i Q .
a public pledge made in
by CIA Director George
the agency would stop
cot espondents “accredited”
an publications oth-
Organizations. -

™" RICHARD HELMS,
. Former CIA director

int ¢
ert ationships with
Sta ledia.”

ing, editing or setting policy for
United States media organizations.

committee did n
Ue to this country
emination of pr ;
abroad, but it observed that'in this
time of sophisticated mass commu-
nications systems, there is no way
to prevent such propaganda from
influencing American citizens at
home. The agency is prohibited by
its.charter from engaging in domes-
tic propaganda.

~+:The. report cited ;many in-

stances-in which the efforts of CIA

agents acting abroad as journalists
were;printed in dome,s&ia—,;_publica-

he:: 27t was
aware-other countries'made use of
“the dnternational mediaitiforiprop-
aganda purposes and thatothe U.S.
public.was not insulated from:such

efforts.” The strongest defense
against®propaganda, the report
said, i5°d"“free and vigorot ' press.

The*:gm t effective’ Wiy to
respond’ “‘fglie use of Such ‘propa-
ganda abroad, the report added, is
to permit-American journalists to
work: “without jeopardizing their
credibility through covert use of
them.” il
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“Among 'the examples noted by
the committee of work by agent

,journalists were the following: .

‘o A book about China.written
by an agent was reviewed in the
New York Times by another agent.
The ‘committee did not identify the
book-or the reviewer. A committee

. source said the reviewer wWas an
academician and not a staff ffem-

ber of the Times. HOL

o The agency paid $170.000 a
year for publication of a magazine
in South Vietnam in 1974 and 1975.
The ‘South Vietnamese Embassy
distributed the magazine to Ameri-
cans, including all membér% of
Congress. 2

0 .news serviceSymain-

@
tained by the CIA in Burope were
subscrili ¥, majorsAmerican
' cording the re-
Ly, made. 4 senior
e major United States

daily aware that ihev,CIAacontrolled
: ﬁﬁ@g,wo press services.” i

¥

o The “‘Penkovsky Pdpérs.” a

"+book purported to be based on the
reports of an executed Soviet spy,

was actually written by CIA agents.
It was published in the United
States by Doubleday and Co. in 1964
and became a coramercial success.
The report said the publisher- did
not know of the agency's involve-
ment.

- In most cases, the report said,
American news organizations were
not aware that contributors were

' CIAvagents.

brin s 1973, William Colby, then
CIA director, halted, the seéféttse
by tamelohgendgoototivel fiillfime
journalists with magjor Ameriéan-
publications. ;
In February, Bush announced
that: “Effective immediately, the,
CIA will not enter into any paid.or
contractual relationship with amy
full-time or part-time news COTLE;
spondent accredited by any U.S.
news .service, newspaper, periodi-
cal, radio or television network:or .
station.” ;

Bushs statement was interﬁgf {
ed iMhany quartéf§™s meaning e
end of the agency’s use of news
medjd personn&L.(However. ale
committee disclosed in its repért
that “of the approximately 50 Unit
ed Stétes journalists or personn
United States media organizatiohs’
who  were employed by CIA or’
maintain some other covert refatt
tionship with it at the time of ithe -
announcement, fewer than one half
will be terminated under the gy
CIA"iyguidelines.“:_; g

The pivotal word in Bushs
statement appears to have beén
“ageredited.” .

1% The committee said the agenéy’

* intérpreted the word as applying 108

individuals who are “formerty atft!
thorized by contract or issuance 9§
press credentials to represent theri:
sélyes as correspondents.” Thys,
executives 'who do .not work B8,
correspondents are apparently nof
coveFed by Busir's diféetive, nor are’
freem}‘ance writers who: are not
affilgqigpq\wi“th a specific ‘employer‘..
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