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In Acapulco

By Marlise Simons
Special to The Washington Post

"ACAPULCO, Mexico,
April 16—“I read in the
newspapers that everyone's
looking for the millionaire’s
will. What if it were right
here inside?”

_The plainclothesg guard at
a Mexican federal building
overlooking Acapulco Bay
gestured . toward a room
where two desks and four
filing cabinets containing
documents are locked and
sealed away.

The office furniture -~
the contents belong in. one
way or another to the -
pire of the late Howard
Robard Hughes, and the
guard's idle comment re-
{flects the waves of curiosity,
speculation and suspicion
stirred up by the reclusive
billionaire’s passage through
this lovely resort.

Government. officials
acknowledge, with some ex-
pressions of puzzlement, that
the lawyer representing
Hughes’ Summa Corp. in
Mexico, Antonio Correa,
has so far made no attempt
to take possession of the
desks and filing cabinets or
of other office and medical
equipment left behind when
Hughes’' aides suddenly
loaded the dying industrial-
ist aboard a Lear ambu-
lance jet for his last airplane
flight.

Mex1can authoutles ad-
mit that much of what went
on during. Hughes’ . eight-
week stay here is still as un-
clear as the intentions of
Hughes' heirs and .aides to-
ward - the - debris of his
passage.

But, in bu11d1nd a case
against one ‘of his aides to

" support charges of forgery

of immigration documents,
officials here have, they be-
‘. lieve, discovered the shaper

ofy, 3t 18st. some. mofm the,;
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More than a hund1 ed paﬂes
of testimony gathered from
three Hughes aides and a
number of Mexicans, includ-
ing the housekeeper and
security personnel of the
! Princess Hotel where Hughes
stayed airport employees
“and’ immigration officials,

offer a picture of increasing -

alarm as it became elear

that the playboy-industrial- -

" ist-recluse was dying.
For example on the last
“ morning of Hughes' life his
- aides—dressed only in'their
underwear by one account
—were rushing about in a
state of near panic, accord-
ing ‘to several witnesses.

When Dr. Wilbur Thain,
described as “Hughes’ chief
physman flew in to join two

American doctors an one'

Mexican doctor, already in

.. attendance, his suitcase full
. of medicine was held at the

airport by Mexican customs
authorities.

Clyde Crow, a Hughes aide
who said he was paid about
$250 a week Yor such deneral
services as driving and
garbage collection, testified
later that he was. sent off
with a “gratuity” to retrieve
the suitcase. |

According to a deposition
Crow gave officials investi-
gating for the Mexican at-
torney general, he paid the
“gratuity” but does not re-
call how large jt was.

Police describe Crow as
“a .simple’ sort of a man”
who spoke of Hughes with
affection. Sixty-six. years
old, he was the Ilowest-
ranking of the three Hughes
aides detained by police

here during their inves_tiga-

tions. (S

They quote Crow as say-
ing he had not had any long
conversations with his boss
in more than 20 years, but
say he proudly recalled ‘that

when he took a light into
Hughes’ room during .a
power failure in March the
industrialist greeted him by
name. i
Crow and the other two
aides whose testimony is in-
cluded in the Mexican inves-
tigation said they took turns
working two weeks on ‘and
two weeks off, going back to
their homes in the United .
States during their. time

off with all travel expenses
paid.

The other two, .Eric
Bundy, 71, and Clarence
Waldron, 83, testified that
they never saw the billion-
aire Ieave his bed dunng his
time in Acapulco. The inves:
tigators’ documents quote
Waldron- as sayind that al- -
though Hughes “normally
took his decisions by giving
written orders, in Acapulco
.he did so only verbally.”

The charge was dismissed
by a Mexican federal judge
for “lack of sufficien: evi-
dence,” but the government
has appealed the dismissal.

Waldron. whom the police
say was Hughes’ bodyguard,
worked for the Hughes com-
pany since 1957, but is quot-
ed in the testimony as say-
ing he graduated into the
inner circle only a decade
ago.

Police describe him as a
Mormon, quietf, easygoing
and clearly. attached to
Hughes. They say he told
them hxs salary was bétvxf%en
$25500 ‘ang 133, 00Q; Bivgekly =
-plusFexpenses. ¢ e

The third aide, Eric Bun-
dy, was described by inves-
tigators and others close to
the case as “self-assured, in-
telligent and clearly in
charge.” The Mexican doc-
tor called in on Hughes' Jast
morning said Bundy was “ap-
parently in .charge” and
“obeyed by everyone.” )

Bundy is qouted as say-

ing he had worked for the
Hughes organization 24
yvears but that he had~ had
‘personal and direct contact
with his boss only during
the "past eight years. As
Hughes’ seeretary, th edocu-
ments say, his.duties includ-
ed taking ‘care of correspon-
dence and files.
_ By his own testimony,
Bundv “saw Hughes ‘every
day [but] never talked di-
rectly ‘with him. Direct con-
tact, he is quoted as saying,
“was not permitted by other
aides . . . who took turns in
attending to Hughes.”

The mysteries surround-
ing Hughes’ passage here do
not end, Mexican authori-
ties say, with his departure.
The first flight plan filed
for the blue-and-white hospi-
tal jet thdat whisked him

~away showed the destina-

tion as Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
Half an hour before . dep-
arture. that was changed to

.New Orleans, via Mexico

City and Tampico, with
Mobile, Ala., listed as an al-
ternatve landing site.

Police say they were sur--
prised to learn that - the
plane carrying Hughes’ body

. had landed, mstead at- Hou-

ston, Tex.



