
H
u

g
h

es' S
p

y B
arg

e U
n

veiled
 

B
y Jo

ck N
ets 

T
he H

ow
ard H

ughes-C
IA

 sub-
m

ersible barge, w
hose m

assive claw
 

fished up a R
ussian subm

arine in 
1974, w

as unveiled in R
edw

ood C
ity 

yesterday by the U
.S

. governm
ent 

—
 w

hich in the past had very little 
to say about it. 

B
ut yesterday, the federal gov-

ern
m

en
t's E

n
erg

y
 R

esearch
 an

d
 

D
eV

elopm
ent A

dm
inistration w

as 
in charge of the barge, not the C

IA
. 

"T
h
is is• th

e flag
sh

ip
 o

f o
u
r 

navy," quipped D
on R

eardon, depu-
ty m

anager of the adm
inistration's 

S
an F

rancisco operations office. 

T
he adm

inistration took over 
the -barge A

pril 1, and during the 
next four m

onths w
ill determ

ine if 
it can

 b
e u

sed
 to

 test eq
u
ip

m
en

t 
an

d
 p

ilo
t p

lan
ts fo

r co
n
v
ertin

g
 

ocean therm
al energy into electrici-

ty, R
eardon said. 

O
cean therm

al energy conver-
sion uses the tem

perature differen-
tial betw

een cold, deep ocean w
ater 

and the sun-w
arm

ed surface w
aters 

as a so
u
rce o

f h
eat to

 p
o
w

er a 
generator. 

T
he giant barge, R

eardon cau-
tio

n
ed

, n
o
 lo

n
g
er h

as th
e sam

e 
"configuration" it did w

hen it w
as 

used by "another agency." 

H
. (S

nuffy) S
m

ith, the barge's 
o
p
e
ra

tio
n
s m

a
n
a
g
e
r sin

c
e
 its 

launching in 1972, put the delicate 
m

atter another w
ay. 

T
h
e b

arg
e, h

e said
, h

as b
een

 
strip

p
ed

 o
f its "cap

tu
re v

eh
icle 

hardw
are." 

T
he dom

ed roof of the hangar-
lik

e b
arg

e slo
w

ly
 o

p
en

ed
, an

d
 a 

horde of new
sm

en saw
 for them

-
selves. 

O
n

 th
e flo

o
r o

f th
e m

assiv
e 

b
arg

e —
 ab

o
u

t th
e len

g
th

 o
f a  

football field and five stories high 
—

 lay the stripped-dow
n steel spine 

of the transfer boom
. 

"Y
e
s, it d

id
 h

a
v
e
 a

 lo
t o

f 
attach

m
en

ts," said
 S

m
ith, noting 

th
at b

efo
re cu

ttin
g
 to

rch
es w

ere 
p
u
t to

 w
o
rk

, th
e tran

sfer b
o
o
m

 
w

eighed 1900 tons. 
"W

h
at y

o
u

 see h
ere is ab

o
u

t 
825 tons." 

S
m

ith said the sole m
ission of 

th
e h

u
g
e b

arg
e w

as to
 carry

 th
e 

highly sophisticated transfer boom
 

from
 R

edw
ood C

ity, w
here it w

as 
d

esig
n

ed
 an

d
 b

u
ilt b

y
 L

o
ck

h
eed

.  
M

issiles an
d
 S

p
ace C

o
., to

 th
e 

relatively calm
 w

aters off C
atalina 

Island. 

T
here, he said, the barge w

as 
subm

erged, and the 1900-ton boom
 

attached to a steel bridle low
ered 

from
 the H

ughes G
lom

ar E
xplorer. 

T
h

e G
lo

m
ar E

x
p
lo

rer th
en

  

sailed
 aw

ay
, S

m
ith

 said
, an

d
 th

e 
barge cam

e back to R
edw

ood C
ity. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e b
o
o
m

's ex
o
tic 

attach
m

en
ts are g

o
n
e, th

e steel 
sp

h
eres th

at h
o
u
sed

 its co
n
tro

l 
eq

u
ip

m
en

t —
 b

u
ilt to

 w
ith

stan
d
 

ocean • depths of 20,000 feet and 
deeper —

 are still being stored in 
heavily guarded buildings next to 
the barge. 

T
he spheres contained optical, 

accoustical, pow
er, lighting and T

V
 

equipm
ent, he said. 

"Y
es," h

e co
n
ced

ed
, "th

ere 
probably are som

e good pictures." 

L
e
s
s
 G

ra
in

 I©
i O

radia 
W

ashington 
T

h
e In

d
ian

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t h
as 

in
d

icated
 it w

ill slo
w

 its g
rain

 
im

p
o
rts in

 th
e m

ark
etin

g
 seaso

n
 

beginning July 1 because the gov-
ern

m
en

t ru
n
n
in

g
 o

u
t o

f sto
rag

e 
space. 	
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T
h

e b
a
rg

e
, sa

ia
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
s m

a
n
a
g
e
r H

. (S
n

u
ffy) S

m
ith

, h
as b

e
e
n
 strip

p
e
d
 o

f ifLe 
'ca

p
tu

re
 ve

h
icle

 h
a
w

e
lw

o
re

.' 


