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B’lllwnalre H oward H ughes Dies at 70

‘Howard Hughes, an' American Iegend‘
because of the size of his fortune; ‘the

way he made it and the. reclusive.life '
it made possible, died yesterday: whlle
flying from Acapulco, Mexmo to Hous
ton, Tex. He was 70. _

“First reports from-Methodist. Hospl-
tal in Houston .did little to dispel-the
mystery that had surrounded the pow-
erful ruler of a great if . tloubled
business .empire.

“Today at 1:27 p.m. en route from
Acapulco to Houston by air Mr. How-
ard R. Hughes. expired,” hospital. vice
president Ed MecLellan said. “Mr.
Hughes was en route .to Houston’to
the Methodist Hosp1ta1 for med1ca1
treatment ?

No other information could 1mmed1-
ately be obtained except the fact that
Mr. ‘Hughes’ body was said to be in
Houston. . ‘

Although Mr. Hughes emp1re has
been embroiled in legal. dlsputes, and
the extent of his enterprises cloaked
.in controversy, his holdings have:been
evaluated as high-as $2 billion. He was
said to be one of the half dozen rlchest'
'men in.the world.

~His interests were in the areas fllled
with . the ‘romance of the American
dream and ‘the American legend—oﬂ
. Texas,” Hollywood, aviation.

But despite the glamor that naturally
adhered to his-enterprises and exploits,
he had in recent years shut himself

! off - almost - entirely from*the:world, '
'hvmg .in a manner so reclusive as to:
s raise serious questions as to whether
_he was, ‘in fact still alive.-

Acapulco, \where “he reportedly be-
- gan a flight to Houston yesterday, was
. the most recent of the hideaways in
- which he had shut hlmself off from a

fascinated ‘world. :

.. According to one report, Mr. Hughes
. was accompanied by a physician and
. was in a coma when he arrived at
. Houston airport in a private Lear 0 ;

jet. ) ; e T B ‘ ©. 7 Associated Press
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‘The plane reportedly was met by a
medical team in an unmarked ambu-
lance.

%

‘Mr. Hughes was born in Houston

on Mec. 24, 1905, the only child of
Howard Robard Hughes Sr. and Allene
Gdno Hughes. His mother’s family be-
lq;ulged to the Texas social aristrocracy.

His father invented a revolutionary
ol drill bit and founded Hughes
Tool: Co. to manufacture . the bit,

which was. leased, not sold, and- was

used.in most rock oil. drills.

Early in ‘life, the younger Hughes
displayed his mechanical" aptitude.
When his !father refused him a motor-
cyele, he ‘made a motor out of, an
auto: self-starter and hooked it onto
.hisg;--‘bicycle. It worked. .

Hqﬁ was -educated at preparatory
schools in Massachusetts and California
and briefly attended Caltech and Ric
Institute in Houston. o

The elder Hughes died when his
son ‘was 19, and the youth persuaded
a judge to allow him to take control
of:the tool company. Mr. Hughes
spént a year at the company learning
the business. Then he left his exec-
utives to run it and headed for Holly-
woaod moviemaking.

His first wife, Ella Rice, was a mem-

ber: of the family for which Rice .In-
stitute was named.

' S0 great was his fascination with
flying that he worked as an American
Airlines copilot in 1932, when-he-was

alveady one: of: the country’s richest

men. As a pilot, he set sev
records in the 1930s.  ~~..x:..

Inn: addition "to 'a 352-mile-an-hour
record in 1935, he flew from Los An
geles to New: York in 7% hours in

1937.; In 1938, with a crew of four,.

he flew around the world in the then
remarkable time of 91 hours.

i ; Hughes sits at controls of his controversial flying boat in 1947."
i . { : ’

. In ‘the test of another of his planes,

£,

the'XF-11, long-range photographic re-
connaissance plane he designed for
the ! Army, Mr. Hughes “erasher into
a mansion in the Bel Air section of
Los, Angeles. He was listed in critical
condition with, multiple head and in-
ternal injuries, broken bones and
burns, but the next day he ‘was at-
tempting to run his business from his
hospital -bed. - sl

:During his hospital stay, he designed
and had built for him a special push
button controlled bed with some 80
separate moveable sections,

The billionaire’s closest aides kept
quiet about their employer’s personal

- life” and- the reading public was left

with ‘a mixture of fact and myth—no
one: being absolutely sure that Mr.

Huglies didn’t shuffle around his hotel
room in Kleenex boxes to prevent in-
fection, or that he didn’t disinfect his
hands-after he ‘shook -hands with an
associate. , © . - ‘ .

He "won two of aviation’s  most
coveted awards—the Harmon and the
Collyer trophies—and was' given a

New . York ticker tape parade for his

record-setting  flights. Mr.  Hughes,
who, insisted on personally testing
éry  plane he designed, survived
four plane crashes. ' '

He conceived two of the nation’s

most famous planes, the World War
‘II ghter, Lightning, and the Con-

Tk

.stellation - airliner ‘which brought Tux-
ury to commercial air travel. -

But -those achievements were ob-

,,Scured by his great plywood flying

boat Fiasco. During Warld War II he
embarked on the project to build the
-gigantic HKL flying boat, designed
to carry 750 soldiers to. overseas
battlefields and to thwart enemy sub-
marines. -
Because of the war ban on metal,

Mr. Hughes was forced to use plywood

to construct his 200-ton, 219-foot long
craft, powered by eight 3,000-horse7
nower engines.

Howard 'Hughes testifies
at 1947 Sg"na’te hearing.

It was promptly dubbed the “Spruce
Goose” and the Flying Lumberyard” -
by critics who said it ‘would never fly.
More-than $58 million was spent on.
the flying-boat, and it became a sub,
ject. of a congressional ‘investigation.
The senators heard Mr. Hughes’ caus-
tic testimony, and -the inquiry was
dropped. ) )

On Nov. 3, 1947, Mr. Hughes suc- -
ceeded in personally flying the craft
at.an altitude .of 70 feet for about a
mile. It was never airborne again but
was kept in a specially built, heavily
guarded hangar-at San Pedro, Calif.

During his viried career Mr, Hughes
once owned: or held controlling inter-

‘est in Trans World Airlines, the big-

gest brewery in Texas, the RKO film
studio and the Hughes Aireraft Co..
which built- the Surveyor mooncraft
and had annual sales of $500 million.

. The instrument through which he
manipulated his vast empire, whether
it was snapping up Nevada silver
claims or buying airlines, was Hughes
Tools: Co., later known as Summa
Corp. .



Mr. Hughes discovered and made
movie stars of Jean Harlow and Jane
Russell. His RKO films - included
“Hell’s Angels ” one. of the 'screen’s
great air epics, and “The Outlaw,” 3
film which featured Jane Russell and
which- touched off a long battle with
Hollywood -Censors.

In 1966 Mr, Hughes sold his. 78 per
cent interest in TWA for $546 million,
traveled briefly to ‘Boston—reputedly’
for an’operation to ‘holster his failing
heamng——then took a private train
across the country to Las Vegas and
secreted ‘himself behind 'a barricade
of guards and special. passwords -in
the penthouse of the Desert Inn a
hotel He lated ' purchased. '

Mr.. Hughes threw his orgamzatmn :
into pandemomum when he swiftly
and secretely left Las Vegas the day
before thanksgwmg, 1970, just four:
years to the day after he. Aarrived,

Upon landing in: the. Bahama< he
took over the top floor of a resort
hotel, then. let his top aides bicker in
pubhc .about replacing his top Nevada
operations man, Robert Maheu.

Just. as. suddenly as Mr Hughes ap-
peared, he vanished from the Bdhamas
and’ isolated : hunself and’ his ‘retinue
; . Van er, B.C. hotel suIte and ‘
" then in thé Intercontlnental Hotel in -

Managua chatting * occasionally - with"
the' Nicaraguan president in- utter -
secrecy until the earthquake that level-:
~ed that city. on Dec 23;: 1972, forced'.
him out. : i
. Mr. ‘Hughes’ shm mustached features .
,i;turned seamed: ‘and -haggard in later‘y'

‘ years-and: he ‘had not been recognized :
‘1n pubhc for ‘years, -although national .

magazines made lucrative offers for
~current ‘photographs  (at age ‘67 the -
world’s ‘wealthiest. hermit was said'to
-slip: through London crowds unnoticed
by ‘becoming a: master of dlesgulse) :

From his heavﬂy ‘guarded Desert
Inn- parapet Mr, Hughes bought six
‘other Hhotels: and casinos plus more
“than: 40,000 .acres of land ‘and scores
- of ore claims i in and ‘around Las Vegas.
It .took only ‘two! yegrs'before he turn-
.ed’a tidy proflt on Airwest; a losing -
commuter a1r11ne when he bought it
“in-1970. :
.~ Within. three yéars of commg to Las !
-Vegas, Mr. Hughes owned six casmos
and- hoteis-’—-the Desert Tnn, the Sands;
the Castaways, the Front1er the SIIVEI‘
"Slipper, the Stardust and the Land-
mark.

He made a b1d to wacqun‘e control of’
ABC, 'the nation’s third :largest tele--
vision -network, by offermg to. buy 43
per cent-of its stock for $148.5 mllhun
but the deal fell through

- Mr.. Hughes married a Houston: debu-
tante in:1929, and ‘divorced her four
years Iater In 1947 ‘he began a 10-year
courtship of film actress Jean- Peters,,
marrymg her:in- 1957 They were dl-
vorced in 1971 '

For some; years they had lived in Mr :
Hughes “ninth-floor: hideout in’ Las. !
Vegas, and the second Mrs. Hughes,
retiring: behmd ‘@' pairof sunglasses, -
was occasxonaflly sighted around town.
But it was impossible to ‘track down
anyone who had“actually seen the “in-
visible” balhonalre outside his lair.



