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One of the questions dealt
. with Israel’s nuclear capability
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The Central Intelligence A
estimates that Israel has

- sponding official gave “a one-f;
sentence answer.”

. Mr. Kranish made these points:
" that the Soviet space program
was “in a shambles” and prob-
ably incapable of handling a
hanned lunar landing, that So-
viet science lagged in applying
advanced technology such as
in construction of dust-ffee
for use,” according: to 'anj rooms for electronic assembly,
L. boosters, twice the size of]
American Saturn V rockets, had
exploded and that the Sowet
_-reconnaissance satellite pro-
gram trailed several yearsche-
hind the American program. '
These estimates had been
given circulation by C.LA. of-
. ficials through briefing for
 newsmen during the last year.
- On Israel’s nuclear weapon
A\ program The Boston Globe re-

-iported last July that American

e

The estimate goes well ‘b#
yond previous American® j
of Israel's nuclear

The disclosure of the.
briefing in today’s issue
‘Washington Post was ma
Arthur Kranish, editor of
ence Trends, a weekly Washing-'
ton newsletter. He said he had
been among 150 Washmgton
members of the Americ
tute of Aeronautics ang
nautics invited to the!
last Thursday.

The invitation said: e
C.I.A. will provide an urlglism .

- that Israel has made ‘more than
10 nuclear weapons” but indi-
cated this was based vn cir-
- cumstantial evidencz — the de-
- velopment of a missile delivery
- system and the output of Is-
, rael’s nuclear reactors:

Two weeks ago a Govern-
ment cofficial told The New
“York Times he “believed” Is-
rael had manufactured 12 to 15
nuclear weapons, but he em-
_ phasized that this estimate was
- based on empiric evidence.

Confirmation Was Refused

- A request by The Times at
the C.ILA. for confirmation of
’ghe estimate was rejected on
he ground that Israel’s nuclear

bers on C.LA. mtelhgence f
tions in support of Unite
States policy for a peac
world.” It said there wauld
refreshments, a buffet, a

The journalist said that aft

- Mr. Kranish said, and the re :

«Gavermnent analysts “believe]”
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a five-minute briefing by seni
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"I capability was too sensitive to

to the C.LA, briefing,

wticle on any news that might

- fore and after the briefing that
" he intended to write an article
.~ about it and “met no objec-

Other responses reported- by

«article, George Bush, the newly
winstalled director of the C.LA,,
viissued a statement in which he

Y

that three large Soviet rocket| * Standing beforehand that the

«-discussions were private and
“not for publication or further

“mined it will not happen again

. man, said the C.ILA. had made

-~was arranged by a member who

" Business School two months

“— m

discuss.

Last Thursday, before going
Mr.
+ Kranigh called the Washington
. Post and offered to write an ar-

be forthcoming.
He said he told officials be-

- tions.” Agency officials said to-
-~ day vigorous objections had
~ been made to Mr. Kranish.

In response to the Kranish

assumed “full responsibility”
~for the disclosure of secret in-
“formation at the briefing.

Mr. Bush also stated:

“There was a clear under-

dissemination.”
He added that he was “deter-

and will issué new guidelines
with respect to what may be
discussed at such meetings in
the future.”

Briefings for Citizens

Asked to explain the origin
of such meetings, Angus Thuer-
mer, the agency’s chief spokes-

-a practice of providing back-
ground briefings for select
groups cof public citizens, with
emphasis on business execu-
tives, for the last eight years.
The aeronautics group briefing

had attended a previous brief-
4ng for alumni of the Harvard

4go.




