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Inside the Alibi Club

By Maxine Cheshire

Vice President Nelson A. Rockefel-
ler apparently didn’t need an alibi for
not showing up at former 'CIA Diree-
tor Richard Helms’ party at the super-
secret Alibi Club the other night. The
Rockefellers simply declined.

But Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger promised to “drop by” and
then didn’s how.

The role of host at such a large
gathering is rare for Helms, who is
home on leave from his ambassador-
ial post in Iran while he copes with
the various civil and cirminal actions
being threatened against him.

Ostensibly, the party, held last

Thursday night, was for Helms’ step-
daughter Lindsay KcKe1v1e who was

claims that the affair was just “a pay-

back™
ends.” .
- The Shah of Iran, a friend of Helms
‘since they attended the exclusive Le
Rosey boys school in Switzerland in
‘the 1920s, helped with the refresh-
“ments. He sent fresh Iranian caviar,
which retails for $175 per pound.

The Alibi Club, the least known and
most prestigious for power brokers in
Washington, was the ideal location for
a party Helms hoped would get no
publicity.

Formed in 1884, the club has a
membership that never exceeds 50.

In addition to Helms, the other 49
currently include Gen. Maxwell D.
Taylor, former chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff; Gen. Alfred Gruen-

her former Supreme Allied Com-

s Europey ;Wﬂham MecChes-
rmer ichairmian %of the
ve Board, and Gerard C.
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fo Helms’' “estblishment fri-
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Smith, former chief U.S. negotiator at
the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks.

The "Alibi Club, which has been
headquartered in a pre-Civil War row
house at 1806 I Street NW since 1866,
is so hush-hush it even has an unhsted
telephone. }

Potpourri
Meanwhile, the new Pisces Club in

Georgetown is less successful at keer
ing secrets. An employee eager to

its dirty linen in public says thr
agement recently called th-

together to compiain tha*
bill is running- $2°
Pisces waiters he-

erage of eigh*

_ing each -
two-per
Forr




