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years ago. Now government agents
ve joined in the guessing game.

who showed himself briefly to
utsiders? Is the world’s richest re-
e dead or alive?
'he mystery mogul, a master of the  feet -three iriches -
ark arts of making money, became weighing from 140-150 D
ch beyond comprehension in his  hair and neatly trini
rly life. He also won fame as a test type hvard "
ilot and & movie producer. He was Throug}
tall, lean, dark and heavy lidded in  beatup mppcws and an old
ose days, widely suspected’ of intima- ton surgested that the :
es with women of rare beauty and  “would have gone at a bargain
loose reputation. ment for about 80 cents.”
But he was always a bit quirky and Hughes, who had Become ]
eclusive, with an aura of personal  hearing during his early fascinb
ystery and privacy. 1 got to know  with airplanes, complained that k
him in the late 1940s. Of all the promi-  tried 40 or 30 different types.of |
nent figures I have known, only Johm  ing aides but had “found none::
Kennedy equalled Hughes in his  completely satisfactory.” He.
m:k and tielaive gremp. But Hughes  aide to bring him an .older
a diviracting person, alternately  which the billionaire hims
brooding and fidgeting. He had dark  paired with g screwdri
ves, I remember, sharp but cold eyes  night. After placi
it seemed to Jack the faintest spar-
frivelity.

“two or three messages from-
ough third parties. Then si-
% dramatic departure from
 in late 1970 again aroused
gt ade a few inquiries
d on Dec. 9, 1970:
‘member 0f his inner circle,
aims to have seen Hughes
the past two months, described
maciated invalid with white

as reported thereafter to be it
in aaeries of penthotuesmy_g o
g Ondo and

next reported h
x-Bayshore Inn 1n

h Columbia. But no
dldn’t have any reportﬂ :

. did anyone

) circle meet
aceto f,ee. He had stayed in
d like Intercontinental Ho-

alone cost Hughes $10, 200 a month, refused to comment on
efore Hughes ﬂew off to Vancou- Despitethese brief
resident AR i0 § the outside \tt;frld maj
- and U,§“,'“ 0k agents are. still skept
to meet him aggoarﬁfm Gulgi “help'wondering w
n executive jet parked on a run- ith
‘at Managua’s airport. Both men




