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F
y Joseph A

lbright 
ch

ro
n
ick C

o
rresp

o
n
d
en

t.  

W
ashington 
A

vailable for lease: a 618-foot 
sh

ip
 "sp

ecially
 d

esig
n
ed

 to
 d

y
-

n
am

ically
 m

ain
tain

 its p
o

sitio
n

 
over a w

ork site as deep as 20,000 
feet w

h
ile lo

w
erin

g
 o

r raisin
g
 a 

heavy m
achine." 

It is not just another piece of 
g
o

v
ern

m
en

t su
rp

lu
s b

ein
g

 d
e-

scrib
ed

 b
y
 th

e G
en

eral S
erv

ices 
A

dm
inistration. T

he G
SA

 is looking 
for som

eone w
ho needs the G

lom
ar 

E
xplorer, the ship built by H

ow
ard 

H
ughes and used by the C

IA
 in a 

salvage operation of a sunken Soviet 
subm

arine in the sum
m

er of 1974. 

G
S

A
 sp

o
k
esm

en
 w

o
n
't tell 

w
here they got the exotic ship, w

ith 
an

 estim
ated

 w
o

rth
 o

f sev
eral 

hundred m
illion dollars. T

hey just 
say

 th
ey

 g
o
t it as su

rp
lu

s fro
m

 
another governm

ent agency. 

T
h
e p

resen
ce o

f th
e sh

ip
 o

n
 

G
S

A
 rolls m

arks the abandonm
ent 

b
y
 th

e C
IA

 an
d

 N
av

y
 o

f , th
e 

subm
arine salvage operation, w

hich 
succeeded in lifting from

 the floor 
of the P

acific about one third of a 
Soviet G

olf class sub. T
he operation 

w
as k

illed
 larg

ely
 b

y
 p

u
b

licity
 

follow
ing new

s leaks of the venture, 
estim

ated to have cost as m
uch as 

half a billion dollarst 

T
he G

S
A

, as is its duty w
hen 

disposing of surplus governm
ent 

property, has contacted several oth-
er federal agencies that m

ight have 
u

se fo
r th

e G
lo

m
ar. M

an
y

 h
av

e 
show

n considerable interest, but the 
operating costs —

 about $35,000 per 
d
ay

 —
 h

av
e k

ep
t an

y
b
o
d
y
 fro

m
 

taking it. 

A
m

ong interested governm
ent 

ag
en

cies h
av

e b
een

 th
e N

atio
n
al 

O
ceanic and A

tm
ospheric A

dm
inis-

tration, the E
nergy R

esearch and 
D

evelopm
ent A

gency, the N
ational 

S
cience F

oundation, and the D
e-

partm
ent of the Interior. 

O
ther possibilities include leas-

ing the ship to private com
panies 

fo
r d

eep
 o

cean
 m

in
eral o

r o
il 

exploration. 

N
o
 sp

ecific lease co
sts are 

av
ailab

le, F
o

r m
o

st o
f th

e p
ast 

m
onth G

S
A

 officials denied they 
even had the ship. 

T
h

e
 G

lo
m

a
r E

x
p

lo
re

r is 
berthed in L

ong B
each H

arbor. A
 

h
u
g
e su

b
m

ersib
le d

ry
d
o
ck

, th
e 

H
M

B
-1, now

 berthed near R
edw

ood 
C

ity and also used-in the subm
arine 

salvage operation, has been tenta-
tiv

ely
 p

ick
ed

 u
p
 fo

r u
se b

y
 th

e 

E
nergy R

esearch and D
evelopm

ent 
A

gency. 
• 

T
h
e d

ry
d
o
ck

 w
as rep

o
rted

ly
 

used in the salvage effort to carry a 
huge grappling claw

. T
he barge w

as 
su

n
k

 b
elo

w
 th

e su
rface an

d
 sta-

tioned under the G
lom

ar E
xplorer 

during salvage operations. 

A
 spokesm

an in the develop-
m

ent agency's San Francisco O
pera-

tio
n
s o

ffice said
 th

e ag
en

cy
 is 

co
n
sid

erin
g
 u

sin
g
 th

e b
arg

e in
 

stu
d
y
in

g
 u

n
d
ersea th

erm
al g

ra-
dients —

 tem
perature differences 

betw
een surface and deep w

aters 
that are potential energy sources. 

D
etails o

f th
e b

ig
 craft are 

found in a six-page brochure being 
circulated by the G

SA
. 

T
he pam

phlet gives no hint of 
the ship's involvem

ent in a secret 
project, but says it is 618 feet long, 
has a 115 foot beam

, can cruise at 
ten knots, and has a satellite-beam

 
navigation system

 linked to side-
th

ru
st en

g
in

es th
at en

ab
le th

e 
G

lom
ar E

xplorer to hold a desired 
position in the m

iddle of the ocean 
plus or m

inus ten feet. 

A
ir conditioned quarters are on 

board for 1.78 persons. 


