.“not the best qualified man for the

T b . “We cannot have a rehabilita-

" : . . &

SFChronicle JAN 02 ﬁ 1976 § P_Tfﬂ)ﬁ&l e . ton of the agency without a
B9 'e S -\ nof- support Bush because of his, restoration of public confidence,”

ena ' past political activities but said Thomas Mclntyre (Dem-N.H)

e .| 10t 'oppose him otherwise. leader of the opposition. “A person
B"Sh as o o { . 50 vulnerable to political siborna-
: ; L L RERAL At Bush’s most recent jo tion doesn'’t inspire confidence.”
CIA Boss _ | been chief of the U.S. Lia _ .
) | Office in Peking. Some _of Bugh_s supporters con-
Washington : t LR i tended his political background

i -could be an asset by providing him
0 with the political astuteness' to °
-stand up to a president who wanted

the CIA to undertake a misdeed.

- It was Bush’s political Pas
particularly his role as Repup
national chairman in the w
months of the Nixon ddmi
‘tion, that generated the oppa
‘t0 him.

The Senate confirmed the nom- -
ination of George Bush as director
of the embattled Central- Intellig:
ence Agency yesterday, ‘rejecting
protests by some Democrats that
his political background wou}d 3
thwart restoration of public confid- =
ence in the agency. e

The vote was 64 to 27, with only -
one Republican, Jesse Helms of
‘North Carolina, voting against the
nomination. Helms said Bush was

hat they did them because the
sident wanted them to do it,”
id" Barry Goldwater (Rep-Ariz.),
one of Bush’s strongest defenders.
‘L think George Bush has demon-
R s - . sirated the ability to stand up to the

job.” President.”

As CIA director, Bush will-
sicceed William - Colby, who was
fired by President Ford last Novem-
jer but was asked to stay on umntil
ush was confirmed by the Senate.

Since its creation in 1947, the
CIA has had eight directors: three
- have come from the military, three
from private or govermment ca-
“reers and two from within the
agency. Bush will be the first
.director with a political back-
ground. '

Another Republican, - Lowell
Weicker of Connecticut, voted
“present.” Weicker said he could
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‘)}ébv_ernment.‘ 4

: But they argued that at a
.when' the CIA is reeling f
disclosures of misdeeds and illeg
activities, Bush was not the p

g - choice to restore public trust
agency.
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