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C
IA

 A
g

e
n

ts
 A

re
 P

la
y
in

g
 in

 a
 

P
aris W

hile violating the A
m

erican 
u
n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f th
e lim

its o
f 

esp
io

n
ag

e activ
ities, th

e U
.S

. 
C

entral Intelligence A
gency is not 

a
 m

a
v

e
ric

k
 in

 th
e
 sh

a
d

o
w

y
 

in
tern

tatio
n
al fratern

ity
 o

f th
e 

w
orld's m

ajor spy netw
orks. 

C
IA

 involvem
ent in assassina-

tion 'plots, dom
estic surveillance 

an
d
 ex

p
o
rted

 su
b
v
ersio

n
 as d

is-
closed by the U

.S
. S

enate appears 
to fall w

ithin the norm
al rules of 

th
e g

am
e as it is p

lay
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
w

orld's m
ost pow

erful espionage 
agencies, a survey by W

ashington 
P

ost correspondents of the B
rit-

ish, F
rench, W

est G
erm

an, S
oviet 

and C
hinese services indicates. 

R
a
n
g
in

g
 in

 siz
e
 

from
 

France's 2000-m
em

ber official spy 
agency to the S

oviet U
nion's vast 

K
G

B
 apparatus of half a m

illion, 
foreign cloack-and-dagger organi-
zations appear to play the gam

e 
at least as roughly as the C

IA
. 

T
he publics they serve or spy 

for do not appear to be as easily 
shocked by intelligence-style dirty 
tricks as the A

m
ericans are. T

he 
m

ajor foreign services com
e out 

of societies w
ith long histories in  

w
hich B

yzantine conspiracies are 
assum

ed to be an integral, part of 
public life. 

T
he m

ajor agencies of the O
ld 

W
orld have all been quick to use 

th
e d

ag
g
er w

h
en

 th
eir in

terests 
w

ere th
reaten

ed
. E

ach
 o

f th
e 

W
estern spy agencies considered 

has a history of straying beyond 
its legal charter and of indulging 
in - dom

estic spying; w
hich is one 

o
f th

e K
G

B
's p

rin
cip

al task
s in

 
the Soviet U

nion. 

T
h

e size o
f th

e d
irty

-trick
s 

bag each service has em
ployed in 

disrupting or overthrow
ing for-

eign governm
ents- seem

s to vary 
w

ith .the m
oney and m

anpow
er 

available to it as w
ell as w

ith th3 
econom

ic and strategic im
port-

ance of the country targeted f or 
action. 

B
ritish

 in
tellig

en
ce stag

e-
m

an
ag

es co
u
p
s, b

u
rg

les safes, 
b
lack

m
ails th

e v
u
ln

erab
le an

d
 

practices m
any of the curious arts 

th
at th

e C
IA

 in
y
estig

atio
n
 h

as 
brought into public view

, B
ernard 

D
. N

ossiter reports from
 L

ondon. 
"W

e know
 very w

ell that m
en 

w
ho go into this dom

ain are not 
little angels," says a F

renchm
an  

o
n
ce d

eep
ly

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 ,in

 h
is 

country's dirty, tricks sector. "A
nd 

w
e w

ould not w
ant them

 to be. 
T

hey w
ould be w

orthless against 
th

e k
in

d
 o

f en
em

y
 w

e m
u
st all 

fight." 
T

h
e o

th
er m

ajo
r serv

ices 
h

av
e m

an
ag

ed
 to

 k
eep

 th
eir 

cloaks in place m
uch better than 

th
e C

IA
 h

as. N
o
n
e h

av
e b

een
 

su
b
jected

 to
 th

e ro
u
g
h
 p

u
b
lic 

questioning and disclosures that 
h
av

e m
ad

e th
e C

IA
 a m

ajo
r 

public issue in the U
nited States. 

T
h
ere h

av
e b

een
 in

tern
al 

in
v
estig

atio
n
s an

d
 p

u
rg

es after 
intelligence scandals broke into 
the open in B

ritain, F
rance and 

W
est G

erm
an

y
, b

u
t th

ey
 h

av
e 

been handled inItetu3e for the m
ost 

part. T
he W

est G
erm

an public and 
P

arliam
ent appear to have higher 

tolerance of questionable activi-
ties b

y
 its ag

en
cy

, th
e B

N
D

, 
M

ich
ael G

etler rep
o
rts fro

m
 

B
onn.' T

he generally conservative 
tilt of the adult population and the 
co

u
n
try

's u
n
iq

u
e g

eo
g
rap

h
ical 

p
o
sitio

n
 o

n
 th

e fro
n
t lin

e w
ith

 
C

o
m

m
u
n
ist E

astern
 E

u
ro

p
e 

dam
pen the desire for the kind of 

public review
 undertaken by the 

U
.S. Senate. 

In F
rance, the dirtiest tasks 

h
av

e b
een

 g
iv

en
 to

 stro
n
g
arrn

 
groups outside the governm

ent 
fram

ew
o
rk

 an
d
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
critics, o

u
tsid

e o
f g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
control in m

any instances. T
his 

has provided com
fortable insula-

tion for F
rench leaders from

 the 
nastier aspects of the craft, but it 
has also led tp repeated scandals 
an

d
 th

e in
v
o
lv

em
en

t o
f, 

the 
country's intelligence groups in 
drug sm

uggling, blackm
ail and 

gangland m
urders. 

B
rita

in
 a

p
p
e
a
rs to

 h
a
v
e
 

strong governm
ental control over -

its S
ecret In

tellig
en

ce S
erv

ice. 
F

oreign O
ffice advisers sit in on 

discussion of covert operations 
and m

ust give their approval. 
In

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

U
n
io

n
, th

e 
question is not just w

hether the 
governm

ent controls the K
D

G
B

, 
but also w

hether the K
G

B
 con-

trols the governm
ent. 

T
he S

oviet agency is not just 
another instrum

ent of the state, 
as th

e C
IA

 clearly
 is. It is an

 
in

te
g

ra
l p

a
rt o

f th
e
 w

a
y

 th
e
 

c
o
u
n
try

 is ru
n
, P

e
te

r O
sn

o
s 

reports front M
oscow

. 

Its agents and inform
ers have 

infiltrated every, sphere of S
oviet 

life, including the top levels of the 
governm

ent. 

P
o
litical assassin

atio
n
 ap

-
pears to be a far m

ore com
m

on-
place tool in international espio-
nage than the A

m
erican reaaction 

to
 th

e C
IA

's in
v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 

plotting against P
atrice L

um
um

-
ba and F

idel C
astro w

ould indi-
cate.s

  m
ailer countries, w

ith few
er 

resources and narrow
er security 

m
arg

in
s in

 w
h
ich

 to
 o

p
erate, 

a
p
p
e
a
r to

 re
so

rt to
 p

o
litic

a
l 

m
urders even m

ore often than the 
m

ajor pow
ers. 

Israel's 
M

ossad has tracked 
dow

n and assassinated m
ore than 

a 
d
o
zen

 A
rab

 o
p
erativ

es an
d
 

P
alestin

ian
 lead

ers o
u
tsid

e o
f 

Israel in the past three years. 
A

ra
b
 se

c
re

t se
rv

ic
e
s a

re
 

m
ore often used to m

urder their 
o
w

n
. Iraq

, S
o
u
th

 Y
em

en
 an

d
 

M
orrbcco have ordered dom

estic 
political opponents assassinated 
at hom

e and abroad, as has non-
A

rab Iran. 
W

ith the exception of W
est 

G
erm

any, w
hich focused its earli- 

est destabilizing efforts on E
ast-

ern E
uropean C

om
m

unist nations,: 
th

e o
th

er m
ajo

r serv
ices, h

av
e : 

jo
in

ed
 th

e C
IA

 in
 m

ak
in

g
 th

e 
w

eak states of A
frica, the M

iddle 
E

ast, and A
sia the w

orld's m
ain : 

esp
io

n
ag

e b
attleg

ro
u
n
d
. L

atin
. 

A
m

erica ap
p
ears to

 h
av

e b
een

 
left as a C

IA
 preserve. 

B
ritain has m

ade a specialty 
of sm

oothly deposing incom
petent 

tribal sheikhs in the P
ersian G

ulf 
to preem

pt successful leftist revo-
lutions against them

. D
uring the 

rule of C
harles de G

aulle, F
rance 

toppled or preserved w
ith relative 

ease th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

ts F
ran

ce 
itself had installed in 

its form
er 

colonies in A
frica. 

B
ritain

 an
d

 F
ran

ce , w
ere 

acting w
ithin the pow

er spheres 
created

 b
y
 th

eir co
lo

n
ial m

an
-

d
a
te

s a
n
d
 u

su
a
lly

 to
 p

ro
te

c
t 

im
portant econom

ic and strategic 
interests ranging from

 petroleum
 

d
ep

o
sits in

 A
b
u
 D

h
ab

i to
 larg

e 
F

rench air bases in C
had. 	

. 
T

he C
hinese, H

. D
. S

. G
reen-

w
ay

 w
rites fro

m
 th

e F
ar E

ast, 
seem

 to concentrate on, defensive 
operations against the S

oviets and 
even seem

 w
illing to cooperate 

w
ith the W

est in this endeavor. 
W

ashington P
ost - 


