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 S
h
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y T

im
in
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T
he tim

ing of the dism
issal 

of C
entral Intelligence A

gency 
d
irecto

r W
illiam

 E
. C

o
lb

y
 

cam
e as a devastating blow

 to 
an

 ag
en

cy
 alread

y
 reelin

g
 

u
n
d
e
r th

e
 u

n
a
c
c
u
sto

m
e
d
 

sp
o
tlig

h
t o

f co
n
g
ressio

n
al 

in
v
e
stig

a
tio

n
s a

n
d
 p

re
ss 

exposure. 

"T
h

is d
id

 it fo
r w

h
atev

er 
rem

ained of m
orale out here," 

said one high-ranking agency 
fu

n
ctio

n
ary

. "It w
as lik

e a 
fu

n
e
ra

l —
 a

 d
e
a
th

 in
 th

e
 

fam
ily." 

C
olby's departure has been 

lo
n
g
-h

e
ra

ld
e
d
 in

 th
in

ly
 

d
isg

u
ised

 leak
s fro

m
 W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se so

u
rces an

d
 in

 p
u
b
lic 

speculation. B
ut high-ranking 

o
ffic

ia
l so

u
rc

e
s sa

id
 th

a
t 

C
olby fully expected' to carry 

on as director until the current 
co

n
g
ressio

n
al h

earin
g
s in

to
 

C
IA

 activities w
ere com

pleted 
and final reports w

ere drafted 
around the end of the year. 

T
he intelligence chief, it w

as 
learn

ed
, w

as n
o
t to

ld
 o

f h
is 

d
ism

issal u
n
til v

irtu
ally

 th
e 

h
o
u
r S

u
n
d
a
y
 th

a
t p

re
ss 

in
q
u
iries b

eg
an

 flo
w

in
g
 in

to
 

th
e ag

en
cy

 req
u
estin

g
 co

n
-

firm
atio

n
 o

f rep
o
rts th

at h
e 

h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 fire

d
 b

y
 th

e
 

P
resident. 
D

uring the past few
 m

onths 
C

o
lb

y
 h

ad
 b

een
 m

eetin
g
 all 

inquiries about his im
pending 

departure from
 the C

IA
 w

ith 
such stiff-lipped responses as 
"I serve at the pleasure of the 
P

re
s
id

e
n
t"

 o
r "

I'm
 e

x
-

pendable at any tim
e." 

B
u
t h

e
 a

n
d
 so

m
e
 o

f h
is 

closest associates w
ere caught 

unaw
ares, as it turned out, by 

the tim
ing of P

resident F
ord. 

T
he C

IA
 now

 finds itself in 
the predicam

ent of having to 
go through the rem

aining tw
o- 

th
ird

s o
f its h

e
a
rin

g
s o

n
 

C
ap

ito
l H

ill w
ith

 a n
ew

 an
d
 

inexperienced director at the 
w

itness table. 
H

ig
h

-ran
k
in

g
 ag

en
cy

 in
-*

 
siders are skeptical about the 
ab

ility
 o

f C
o
lb

y
's su

ccesso
r, 

no m
atter how

 quick a 'S
tudy 

h
e is, to

 testify
 co

n
v
in

cin
g
ly

 
o

n
 su

ch
 issu

es as w
h

eth
er 

co
v

ert o
p

eratio
n

s sh
o

u
ld

 b
e 

a
b
o
lish

e
d
 o

r w
h
a
t so

rt o
f 

c
o
n
g
re

ssio
n
a
l o

v
e
rsig

h
t 

a
rra

n
g
e
m

e
n
ts sh

o
u
ld

 b
e
 

provided. 

C
o
lb

y
's 	

e
x
p
e
c
te

d
 

rep
lacem

en
t, th

e U
.S

. en
v
o
y
 

to P
eking, G

eorge B
ush, has 

had no substantial experience 
in intelligence w

ork. 

"A
n

y
o

n
e•co

m
in

g
 in

 fresh
 

c
o
u
ld

 n
o
t p

o
ssib

ly
 h

a
v
e
 

opinions on the range of issues 
w

h
ich

 'C
o

m
e u

p
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
congressional hearings," said 
one senior official. "T

he effect  

could w
ell be to devastate the 

intelligence com
m

unity." 
T

h
e
 tim

in
g
 o

f th
e
 a

p
-

p
o

in
tm

en
t co

u
ld

 also
 tain

t 
C

o
lb

y
's su

ccesso
r w

ith
 th

e 
rem

aining revelations of C
IA

 
excesses still to em

erge from
 

th
e
 S

e
n
a
te

 a
n
d
 H

o
u
se

 in
-

vestigations of the intelligence 
com

m
unity. F

urtherm
ore, the 

new
 director m

ay be saddled 
w

ith
 p

u
b
lic

 c
ritic

ism
 o

f 
w

hatever reorganization plan 
e
m

e
rg

e
s
 fro

m
 c

u
rre

n
t 

e
x

e
c
u

tiv
e
 a

n
d

 le
g

isla
tiv

e
 

deliberations on the agency's 
future. 

O
n
e m

em
b
er o

f th
e H

o
u
se 

in
tellig

en
ce co

m
m

ittee h
eld

 
that C

olby's ouster w
ill m

ake 
it alm

o
st im

p
o
ssib

le fo
r h

is 
su

c
c
e
sso

r to
 "b

e
 h

is o
w

n
 

M
an." 
A

n
 iro

n
ic p

o
stscrip

t to
 th

e 
d
ism

issa
l o

f C
o
lb

y
 w

a
s a

 
co

m
m

en
t o

f R
ep

. M
ich

ael 
H

arrin
g
to

n
 (D

-M
ass.), w

h
o
  

has em
erged as the m

ost vocal 
co

n
g
ressio

n
al critic o

f C
IA

 
in

v
o
lv

em
en

t' in
 th

e in
tern

al 
a
ffa

irs o
f o

th
e
r c

o
u
n
trie

s, 
particularly. in the overthrow

 
of the late S

alvador A
llende's 

governm
ent in C

hile. 
C

o
lb

y
, said

 H
arrin

g
to

n
, 

probably w
as disposed of as a 

"reck
less sp

iller o
f b

ean
s." 

T
ennessee- S

udan 'fie 
K

H
A

R
T

O
U

M
, Sudan, N

ov. 3 
(A

P
)—

G
o
v
. R

ay
 B

lan
to

n
 o

f 
T

en
n

essee p
lan

s to
 o

p
en

 a 
p

u
b

lic relatio
n

s an
d

 trad
e 

o
ffice fo

r h
is state in

 K
h
ar-

to
u

m
, th

e o
fficial S

u
d

an
ese 

n
ew

s ag
en

cy
 said

 M
o
n
d
ay

. 
-B

lan
to

n
 m

et w
ith

 P
resid

en
t 

Jaafar, el N
u

m
airi. B

lan
to

n
 

said the T
ennesseans can help 

th
e S

u
d
an

ese d
ev

elo
p
 riv

er 
tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
, . ag

ricu
ltu

re, 
a
n
im

a
l h

u
s
b
a
n
d
ry

 a
n
d
 

h
y

d
ro

e
le

c
tric

 p
o

w
e
r, th

e
 

agency said. 


